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PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday January 4, 2017 – 7:00 PM 

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.
B.	ROLL CALL: Members present: Lori Claffee, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Richard Filion, Walter Clark, and Amanda Rundle.
	Also present: nonvoting members. George McNaughton and Walter Martone. Also, char Osterlund, Bunni Putnam, and Secretary and Zoning Administrator William G Kearns.

The Chair read the public hearing notice:
NOTICE: Public Hearing Notice:
Town of Springfield Vermont Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on January 4, 2017 at 7:00 PM at 96 Main St., 3rd Floor, Town Hall, Springfield, VT. 
The Planning Commission proposes edits and amendments to Chapter 1 Introduction and Chapter 14 Implementation of the Town Plan.
Purpose of this public hearing is to receive public input on the proposed amendments to the two Chapters of the Town Plan for the Town of Springfield in accordance with 24 VSA §4384. Copies of the proposed amendments are available at the Town of Springfield office of the Town Clerk, and may be found on the Town of Springfield website: www.Springfieldvt.govoffice2.com under “TOWN PLAN” on the Home Page. You may call the Administrative Officer for further information at Tel. 885 2104. This public hearing may be continued monthly until the amendments are adopted by the Planning Commission and recommended to the Board of Selectmen for adoption. 

C.	Administrative Officer:  Testimony on Notice given, followed by discussion among Commissioners.
	The Administrative Officer stated that the public hearing notice was published in the Springfield reporter, posted in the town Hall in 2 places, and posted in the library and the North Springfield post office. The public hearing notice was also posted on the town website.

D.	Public Comment and Discussion. There was none.

E. 	Any further comments or discussion among commissioners. 
	Chapter 1. Lori Claffee had a correction to the “Vision” statement first line – Cross out “an area” thus: Springfield is an area a commercial…
	Chapter 14: No comments. 
.
F.	Close Public Hearing: There were no further comments. The Chair closed the public hearing.


AGENDA
PLANNING COMMISSION
Wednesday – January 4, 2017 – Immediately following Public Hearing

A.	CALL TO ORDER: The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM

B.	ROLL CALL: Members present: Lori Claffee, Chuck Gregory, Wilbur Horton, Richard Filion, Walter Clark, and Amanda Rundle.
	Also present: nonvoting members. George McNaughton and Walter Martone. Also, char Osterlund, Bunni Putnam, and Secretary and Zoning Administrator William G Kearns.

C.	DISCUSSION and ACTION ON: Proposed Amendments to Chapters 1 and 14 of the Springfield Town Plan. 
	The Chair asked if there was any further discussion on Chapters 1 and/or as proposed and corrected.

There was none.

MOTION Walter Clark moved, 2nd by Richard Filion to approve Chapter 1, as amended, and Chapter 14 as presented and send them both to the Selectboard for approval.  Upon roll call vote, the motion passed 5 ayes and one no. Voting “no” was Chuck Gregory.


D.	DISCUSSIONs:
· Chapter 2. Cultural and Historic 
The Chair turned the Commissions attention to chapter 2, and introduced Bunni Putnam of the Springfield Art and Historic Society, who with the committee had worked on this chapter. The 1st topic of discussion was the list of historic structures and places, Appendix A. This issue raised was whether or not sites where the building is no longer present should be on the list. After some discussion, the motion was made. MOTION to delete from the list all sites naming buildings that no longer exist. The motion failed with one “yes.”, Chuck Gregory and 5 “no”. 
Bunni Putnam also presented a 2nd list, Appendix B of 11 sites and buildings that which were not on Appendix A, and suggested that they be added to Appendix A.
There was then a short discussion on whether the list should be incorporated into Chapter 2 at all. After some discussion it was MOVED by Lori Claffee, 2nd Amanda Rundle to incorporate Appendix B into 
Appendix A, and include that entire reconstituted Appendix A into the chapter.
There were minor changes in wording on page 3 with regard to the description of The Vault and its nonprofit work and on page 4 a sentence was that it with regard to Steampunk Society of Vermont.
There was nothing further for Chapter 2 and the Chair turned the attention of the Commission to Chapter 9.
· Chapter 9 Energy 
Went over the Chapter and especially all the edits made since the last review of this Chapter. Char Osterlund stated that the Energy Committee made the highlighted changes. On page 2 the “standards” recited: the standards were in the form of questions and were changed to statements. Under Hydro-electric the words “including run-of-the-river hydro electric generation” were added. 
On page 6 the Commission reviewed the new language from the Energy Committee regarding Act 174 and expressing the intent of Springfield “to create a plan that meets the standards for substantial deference.” Question: which comes first Goals or Objectives? Goals do come first. 

MOTION Lori Claffee moved, 2nd by Amanda Rundle, that the planning commission should set Chapters 2and 9 for public hearing on their February 1, 2017 Public Hearing Agenda.  Motion passed unanimously.

Thus, the meeting for next month will take up first the public hearing and decision on Chapters 2 and 9, then a discussion of flood resiliency. The Administrative Officer said that he continues to work with the SWCRPC on new flood regulations, which incorporate the River Corridor regulations and has a meeting on January 5, 2017 with the state and the RPC, with regarding this issue, and hopes to have enough progress done in order to have a good discussion on the Flood Resiliency Chapter at the February meeting.

As to Act 174 (substantial deference) with a compliant plan, char Osterlund, co-coordinator of the energy committee, reported that the SWCRPC will work with 3 towns to develop such compliant plans for each town. It is required that a letter of intent be sent from the Selectboard and Planning Commission soon because on January 16, the RPC will make a decision on which towns will be assisted in this process.

There then ensued a long discussion on whether or not the town, the Selectboard, and/or the planning commission would like to have the SWCRPC assist the town in coming up with an Act 174 compliant 
Energy Chapter. During that discussion. There was concern expressed by George McNaughton about what our plan would look like, that is, it would not be Springfield’s plan but a regional plan if assisted by the SWCRPC, and he gave the reasons for that, mainly that the hard work will be done by the RPC in any case, and we can write our own text. Chuck Gregory stated that it would be an opportunity for us to get the essential work done. Char Osterlund stated that the work alongside the RPC would be done by the Energy Committee, and that the RPC has indicated that the work will be completed by July 2017, which she liked because then it will be over soon. George McNaughton reiterated that if we have the RPC help us, the plan will be a plan which gives the illusion of local control when there is not. Walter Martone felt that if the town of Springfield can meet the criteria for a compliant plan under act 174, we could limit the places alternative energy could go and or the choices.
MOTION: it was moved by Amanda Rundle, seconded by Chuck Gregory: Shall be Planning Commission of the town of Springfield send a letter of intent to the SWCRPC requesting assistance in writing and Act 174 compliant Energy Plan. The Chair called for a roll call vote and the decision was 6 “yes” to “no.”

E.	MINUTES:	 Approval of minutes for December 7, 2016. MOTION by Lori Claffee, 2nd by Chuck Gregory to approve the minutes as presented. Amanda Rundle abstained. Motion passed unanimously.
F.	NEW BUSINESS:   
G.	OLD BUSINESS:	  
H.	COMMUNICATIONS:  
I.	ADJOURNMENT: MOTION by Richard Filion, 2nd Amanda Rundle to adjourn the meeting at 9:50 PM. The meeting was adjourned.
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