SPRINGFIELD TRAILS, GREENWAYS, BYWAYS AND RURAL ECONOMY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
June 19, 2018 
The meeting began at 7:05 PM. Present were Randy Gray, George McNaughton (presiding), Bettina McCrady and Chuck Gregory. For the public, Kelly Stettner and Walter Martone. 
Old Business:
Approval of minutes of previous meeting (McCrady/Gregory). Passed. 
Review of Master Maps— Randy Gray said he would like to see all revisions submitted for a master map before he produces the GPS-based version. He now has GPS. There was discussion of the route of the former footpath from Mineral Street to Park Street school. Chuck Gregory and Randy Gray will co-ordinate their information for the GPS plot. The committee understands that the matters of ownership and right-of-way will have to be addressed once the route is known. 
Basin Letter response follow-up— George McNaughton reports the Basin act was passed, and that our requests were not inserted. Bettina McCrady indicated that some form of response as a matter of closure was warranted, and it was proposed to notify the Planning Commission of the development. Moved to send a letter to the Planning Commission about the rejection of our request and asking them to ignore the Basin Plan insofar as it would complicate the creation of trails. (Gregory/Gray). Passed. Kelly Stettner said that it would be most beneficial for both the river and the community to have a trail alongside the river. George pointed out the jurisdictional complications involved in the creation of the path needed be reolved. Kelly asked that the group not dismiss the Basin Plan in its entirety. George mentioned the Basin Plan wants to reclassify Comtu Falls as an “outstanding water resource,” and he doesn’t know what implications that might have for downtown development. He hoped that the Selectboard would find out what it could before the proposed reclassification take effect. 
Hemp Production Letter follow-up— George McNaughton reported he heard back from the Governor’s office, state legislator Bob Forguites and Representative Peter Welch. The problem is that there is a market for it, but federal regulations classify it as a Class I substance, which puts production in conflict with the law. There are two bills in Congress intended to define cannabis without including hemp. 
Mineral Street Project— Bettina said that the people she contacted are at work on their various aspects of the Toonerville Trail extension project, but Mineral Street is not a high priority at this time. George said we need to get measurements of the turnout. He also suggested we have a sketch of the problematic section of the street where the sidewalk is missing. Chuck Gregory volunteered to handle talking with Richard Andrews about it. Bettina asked Walter Martone where the Mineral Street proposal fit in with the town’s plans for the downtown. Walter described the intended redesign of the central downtown block. Because the Park Street School redevelopment was progressing it was important to have the trail from behind the State Office 
buildings to Park Street School walked with a GPS and mapped before the next meeting. Chuck Gregory to meet with Randy Gray and show him where the trail started. 
Landowner contacts: Muckross Park trail gap— Randy reported he attended the meeting about Muckross the previous day, and that they have no problem with our desire to supply the link between the Muckross trails and Skitchewaug Trail and/or Tree Farm Campground. Owners of the land have been identified. George McNaughton will contact the town manager about approaching them to discuss the matter. 
Lovejoy abutment to Mineral Street — Hallie Whitcomb was absent so there was no report. 
New Business 
Buffer Zones— Kelly Stettner reported that her August 2015 conversation with the Town Manager was to address getting funding to implement a town forestry plan for the 900 trees located in town rights-of-way. She said she would like to update the forestry plan. Bettina asked Kelly to look into how to assign responsibility for maintenance of newly-created horticultural and arboreal sites. George suggested the committee could come up with a greenery maintenance plan for the Toonerville Trail in accordance with the fifth priority of the group. It will be an agenda item for the July meeting. George suggested a process for dealing with the topic. 
Cars parking on sidewalks was to be put on the agenda for the next meeting, and Richard Andrews asked to attend. 
Agenda for July
— Trail maintenance plan
— Sketch of problematic portion of Mineral Street proposed bike/walking trail and measurements of the turnout
— conversation with owner of Lovejoy property about abutment to Mineral Street turnout — update on Park Street-Mineral Street path
— GPS map update 
Adjournment Moved to adjourn (McCrady/Gregory) The meeting adjourned at 8:28. Respectfully submitted,
Chuck Gregory, secretary 
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