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	Wednesday, January 9, 2019
 	 Minutes



Present:	Lori Claffee (presiding), Char Osterlund, Chuck Gregory, Jesse Webster, Judith Stern (arrived at 7:10 p.m.), Michael Martin (ex officio), Walter Martone (ex officio-by telephone)
Also Present:   Town Planner, Renee Vondle, Kathi Byam
Absent:  Mike Knoras

1. Call to Order:  Chair Claffee called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2.	A.	Pledge of Allegiance
	B.	Roll Call of Commissions

3.	Requests by commissioners for additions to agenda:  There were no requests for changes.

4.	Announcements:
	There were no announcements.
	
5.	Approve Minutes of Public Hearing on December 5, 2018 –  Chuck Gregory moved to approve the minutes of December 5, 2018 Public Hearing as presented.  Char Osterlund seconded.  Motion passed 4-0.

	Judith Stern arrived at 7:10 p.m.

Char Osterlund moved to approve the minutes of the December 5, 2018 Planning Commission hearing as presented.  Chuck Gregory seconded.  Discussion followed.  There were two small corrections. Motion passed as amended 5-0.  Char Osterlund noted that the minutes should reflect that a Residential and/or Commercial Building Energy Standards Certificate must be filed with the Town Clerk before a Certificate of Occupancy can be issued 
and that Mike Martin read some information that indicated solar panels can be recycled. Walter Martone noted that on page 3, in the paragraph about the matrix, the middle sentence about Jason’s remarks is missing the word “stated”. 

6.	Town Zoning Administrator’s Report
	Renee Vondle passed out the approved Rules of Procedure for the commissioner’s binders. 

Ms. Vondle informed the commission that the deadline for the vacancy has closed, but the Selectboard will not be interviewing until after they finish the budget.  They will also set the
	date for the first public hearing on the Zoning Bylaws after budget season.  The law allows
	the Selectboard to set the first hearing between 30-120 days from the time they receive it from the Planning Commission.

	Ms. Vondle gave an update on signage issues noting that she has heard back from the owner of 100 River Street building (John Meekin) and he has agreed to meet with the DRB to work on a master signage plan for the building as it is a unique property that the current bylaws do not 

adequately address.  The DRB will do a site visit with Mr. Meekin sometime in the spring.  Ms. Vondle informed the commission that Springfield on The Move is working on a plan for wayfinding signage.  The Springfield School District could be coming to the Planning Commission to ask for a zoning amendment to the sign bylaws regarding their wish to place a free-standing EMC (Electronic Media Center) sign at the Riverside Middle School entrance.
	Their application to the DRB was denied, thus the need to petition the PC for an amendment to the signage bylaws.

	A request from a contractor for US Cellular for information on what the application procedure regarding replacing existing antennas with 5G wireless antennas at 88 WCFR Drive.  There will be no change in tower height or ground space and no electrical work required.  There is no application yet, however the Town Planner will be reviewing it to see if it meets the bylaw of De Minimis Impacts.  

[bookmark: _Hlk534963486]	Ms. Vondle would like the commission to consider the following items for discussion in the next phase of the rewrite:  shooting ranges, helicopter pads, waivers to setbacks (reduction of dimensional requirements), the DRB concerns, the TGBRE & Black River Action Team concerns.

Ms. Vondle encouraged commissioners to visit the Vermont Planning Information Center website (http://vpic.info/PlanningZoning.html ) as it has a wealth of information for citizen planners.

7.	Old Business:
	A.	Energy Plan (next step) 
Town Planner, Renee Vondle informed the commission that the Energy Chapter is progressing.  Jason Rasmussen has graciously provided the required written report. This has been a great help. The Town Planner will now send the written report and the Energy Chapter amendment to abutting town clerks, the RPC and the commissioner of Economic, Housing & Community Development.  They have 30 days to comment and then we can set the date for our Public Hearing.  We can discuss the next step at our
February meeting.

B.	Matrix 
Char Osterlund asked the commission to consider working on the matrix for
	15 minutes each meeting.  The commission found that to be an agreeable plan.
	Ms. Osterlund stated that the code column should be removed.  The commission 
agreed.  The commission was able to review the first four uses in the allotted time: Accessory Dwelling (unit), Accessory Use, Accessory Use On-Farm Business and
Adult Day Care.  The Town Planner suggested that Adult Day Care should be allowed in LR-25, LR-10, RA-5 and RA-2.  Discussion followed.  Ms. Vondle stated that any
specific concerns with placement in one of those zones would be addressed at the DRB level.


C.	Procedures Planning proposal – Chuck Gregory
[bookmark: _Hlk534975247]Chuck Gregory passed out a proposal which included five issues to be addressed in a Procedural Planning session including securing a facilitator, location of meeting and cost of meeting. 

The first item proposed was to create a process for collaborative documentation with both the commission and public through digital means.  Town Planner Vondle informed the commission that Google Docs is illegal in the State of Vermont as it violates open meeting law which includes the requirement that all meetings must be publicly warned.  Ms. Vondle stated that she does not have $1250 in the Planning and Zoning budget. Discussion followed.  Chair Claffee stated that the proposal for Google Docs sounds like an activist issue and encouraged Chuck to follow this up on his own in Montpelier if he is so inclined.  

Chuck reviewed the suggestion to handle major agenda items in a two-fold process with an introduction of the item and general discussion and then table it for the following meeting with more discussion and action.  Town Planner Vondle stated that she sends out all relevant material in the agenda packet and this is the time for the commissioners to mark up the documents with their notes and concerns and be ready to discuss it at the appointed meeting.  Chair Claffee stated that being on the planning commission involves work and that is what citizen planners have committed to when they accepted the position.  A recent example is the work that Char Osterlund has done with the Energy Chapter and the subcommittee on signs that she and Mike Martin will be undertaking shortly.

Chuck suggested that the commission review the “Welcome to the Commission” manual to ensure its fidelity to planning commission duties and procedures as stated in VSA 24, 4325 (4) and the secretary of State’s checklist for municipal committees.  Town Planner Vondle stated that the Welcome to the Commission manual was created by national planners and it is not our place to critique it.  She reminded the commission that the charge by the State of Vermont (and nationally for that matter) of citizen planners is to rewrite the Town Plan and Town Zoning Bylaws and work on studies as requested by the Selectboard.

The commission discussed the proposal to create a document to assist the Selectboard with interviewing applicants. Mike Martin, ex officio member who is a Selectboard member stated that the Selectboard already has a list of questions that they use when interviewing prospective planning commissioners.  Jesse Webster stated that he was recently interviewed by the Selectboard and found the questions to be appropriate.

Discussion followed.  Jesse Webster moved that the commission table this item until the February meeting.  Char Osterlund seconded.  Discussion followed.  Motion passed 3-2.

D.	Phase II (Discussion:  Signs, refine rooming houses language; medical marijuana dispensary section and district table placement, recreational vehicles.

	From the Town Planner’s Report, the commission added shooting ranges, helicopter pads, waivers to setbacks (reduction of dimensional requirements).  Town Planner Vondle asked that Recreational Marijuana be added as well and noted that a Recreational Marijuana Update written by the Vermont League of Cities and Towns was included in the agenda packet.

	The commission discussed the need to prepare for the upcoming recreational marijuana retail market.  As stated in the article, retail markets will become a reality soon and the towns need to accept this fact and figure out how this aligns with their community values, economic development goals, public safety concerns, housing requirements and if it fits in with the town plan.  At issue is if our zoning bylaws and other ordinances need to change to address a retail marijuana market.  Grow operations should be part of this discussion.

The commission divided the new sections as follows:  Jesse Webster will write the shooting range and helicopter pad section, Lori Claffee will refine the rooming house language, Char Osterlund will work on the medical marijuana dispensary section and recreational marijuana retail, Ms. Vondle will work on a charge for the signs subcommittee and the waiver to setback section. Commissioners will be ready to present at the February meeting.  Ms. Vondle encouraged Ms. Osterlund and Mr. Webster to look at what other towns have for those sections.
	
8.	New Business 
	A.	Planning Commission Membership – Lori Claffee
	Chair Claffee addressed the commission regarding attendance at meetings and relevant voting of motions.  Ms. Claffee stated that the town ordinance regarding meeting attendance at board and commission meetings allows for three absences unless there is a medical reason for absences.  She stated that it is critically important for a commissioner to be at meetings.  The commission agreed.

	Jesse Webster moved to direct the Chair to contact commissioner Mike Knoras to ask his intention for membership.  Char Osterlund seconded and asked for a paper ballot.  Mike Martin announced that the motion passed 5-0.

	Chair Claffee addressed the board about the voting process and noted that unless there is a very good reason to abstain that votes should be nay or yay.  Reasons to abstain are if the commissioner was not in attendance at a previous meeting when voting for approval of minutes or if the commissioner has a conflict of interest regarding the item being addressed.

B.	G-5 Towers (Discussion)
	The commission reviewed the handout provided in the packet: Summary of Proposed FCC Small Cell Order FCC Decision on 5G Wireless Raises Flags for Local Planning which states that the order will:
· Shorten the time cities have to process applications (“shot clocks”) for small cells to either 60 or 90 days, depending on whether they are being mounted on an existing or new structure;
· Limit application fees for small cells to $100 per site, and recurring fees to $270 per site, per year, for small cells in the rights-of-way;
· Prohibit cities from assessing fees that include anything other than a “reasonable approximation” of “reasonable costs” directly related to maintaining the rights-of-way and the small cell facility; and

· Limit aesthetic review and requirements (including undergrounding and historic/environmental requirements) to those that are reasonable, comparable to requirements for other rights-of-way users, and published in advance.
Town Planner Vondle informed the commission that this technology is coming whether we support it or not and the FCC’s decision limits a municipality’s ability to regulate it.  She noted that it is important to address this issue in the Downtown Design Review bylaws.  The only other authority we have is to increase the application fees.

The commission heard from resident, Kathi Byam regarding the health hazards of radioactive emissions from the 5G Wireless cells.  Ms. Byam stated that scientists in the bioelectromagnetic and biophysics have continued to observe alarming studies across a range of frequency exposures that are common in our everyday lives, especially with wireless products such as cell phones, cell towers and wireless laptop computers.  

She noted that our society is being exposed to such fields on a continuous basis, and there are serious mounting concerns about the effects not just on individuals but on our entire ecosystem including plants, animals and insects.  She noted that the development of radar during World War II, the rapid growth of radio, TV broadcasting, and especially the new wireless infrastructure needed to support these wireless devices, has surrounded us in a sea of artificially-produced electromagnetic fields. 

Chair Claffee thanked Ms. Byam for the information.
Char Osterlund stated that she reviewed the Performance Standards in the bylaws and that health effects might apply.  Char Osterlund and the Town Planner will do more research on this.
C.	Short Term Rentals (discussion)
	It was noted that the commission had written a comprehensive new section on this in the current draft bylaws.  Discussion followed.  Mike Martin asked about the fee structure for short term rentals.  Town Planner Vondle stated there would be a $150 Public Hearing fee and a one-time $100/bedroom fee which is what the proposed B & B and motel/hotel fee will also be.

9.	Identify agenda items for February 6, 2019 meeting.
	Items to be Old Business will be: Matrix, Procedures Planning proposal, Phase II homework of commissioners. 

10.	Adjournment
	Judith Stern moved to adjourn at 9:35 p.m.  Jesse Webster seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.


Respectfully submitted,



Renee L. Vondle
[bookmark: _GoBack]Recording Secretary/Town Planner
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