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MINUTES

ANNUAL MEETING
July 18, 2016     5-7 p.m.
56 Main Street Restaurant

President Carolyn Lane welcomed local selectboard members and state legislators in attendance as well as SOM members, guests, and interested citizens.
Mary Perry, Vice-President, introduced the Board of Directors and Executive Director Carol Lighthall.
Secretary Sandy MacGillivray read the minutes of the 2015 annual meeting.  They were accepted as read by unanimous vote.  Moved--Carol Eramo   Second--Peter MacGillivray
Treasurer Buddy Dexter presented a financial review.  He reported that it was a positive year, ending in the black.  The report was filed as presented.
Committee Updates


Alan Woodbury introduced his design committee members, with two new members:  Corky Bond and John VonBargen.  SOM thanks Lew Baldvins for helping Alan spearhead the pole project.  All the light poles on Main Street were scraped, primed, and painted by a group of SOM, Lions Club, Christian Men’s Fellowship thanks to Charlie Blish), and other volunteers. He also thanked Sherwin Williams for teaming up with Springfield on the Move for their expert help and generous discounts on their products.   Bottom Line:  Over 200 hours of labor by 20 volunteers!  In addition with financial assistance from the Springfield Garden Club, SOM again provided over 40 fresh wreaths for holidays.

Carolyn Lane reported for the economic development committee.  The committee is beginning to meet on a regular basis.  The SOM website and Facebook page will be updated and improved.

Carolyn Lane also reported for the promotions committee.  The big event coming up is Market Madness Street Fair, chaired by Tom Hernon and Buddy Dexter.  There will be 8 bands, many vendors, children’s activities, car and tractor shows, dunking booth, lots of food, and two local breweries!  The family holiday program, partnering with the Chamber of Commerce, will again take place in December.


Carol Lighthall, organization committee, listed the many SOM activities and projects this past year:  Woolson Block, Co-working and Maker spaces, Main Street Arts, Riverwalk, buildings, wayfaring signs, parks and trees, Market Madness Street Fair, holiday program, new promotional brochure, and a “River Renaissance.”

Regional Updates

Bob Flint of SRDC presented an update of Clinton Street development.  There is a new employer in the Jones building.  A $300,000 grant has been received for improvements to the south end of the Bryant building; it is now three separate buildings – the middle building will most likely come down, leaving one-half the original square footage.

Tom Kennedy of SWCRPC spoke about the ongoing brownfields situation and the expansion of 100 River Street.

Peter Andrews, representing the Springfield Housing Authority, discussed their downtown high rises (Huber and Whitcomb buildings).  Their concern is getting retail into the Woolson Block on Main Street after major construction there.

Nominating Committee Report – Mary Perry

Mary listed the current board of directors:  Andy Bladyka, Carol Eramo, Heather Hake Hartford, Carolyn Lane, Diane Parker, Chris Rundle, Barbara Sanderson, and Alan Woodbury.  

The proposed slate of officers include:  President, Tom Hernon; Vice-President, Mary Perry; Secretary, Sandra MacGillivray; Treasurer, Buddy Dexter.


The proposed member to be re-elected to a 3-year term:  Mary Perry.


Proposed candidates to be newly elected to a 3-year term:  Bonny Andrews, Dan Gurney, and Jeff Taft-Dick.


Appointed board members are:  Springfield Hospital, Mark Blanchard; Springfield Regional Chamber of Commerce, Caitlin Christiana; Springfield Regional Development Corporation, Bob Flint; Springfield Selectboard, Stephanie Thompson.  


Ex-officio member is Jason Rasmussen of the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission.


These were all approved.  Moved–Peter MacGillivray    Second–Bill Eramo
Adjournment

Following adjournment of the business meeting, Tom Yennerell, Springfield Town Manager, spoke on the downtown’s redevelopment efforts.  Interesting and exciting!
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