
 

 

Town of Springfield – Cemetery Commissioners 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Selectmen’s Hall - 96 Main Street - Third Floor 
Wednesday, April 3, 2019 

Commissioners present:  Hugh Putnam, Scott Page, Gerald Patch, John Swanson and Barbara A. 
Courchesne, Ex-Officio.  

Meeting called to order:  5:12 p.m. by Chairman Page 

Additions to the Agenda:  Revisit of proposed ordinance amendment from 2017. 

Public Comment:  None 

Approval of Minutes from November 7, 2018:  Motion made by Gerry Patch and seconded by Hugh 
Putnam to approved Minutes as presented.  Unanimously voted in favor. 

Nomination for Commissioner Vacancy:  Motion made by John Swanson and seconded by Hugh 
Putnam to recommend Cliff Weyer to the Select Board to fill the vacant position. Unanimously voted 
in favor.  Barbara will contact Mr. Weyer and request that he fill out the Appointment Application and 
will then put it on the Select Board’s agenda for consideration. 

Rate increase for opening/closing full grave sites:  Southern Vermont Precast, Inc. has been 
providing the Town of Springfield services for opening and closing of full graves for approximately 10 
years at the rate of $400.00.  On March 1, 2019 the town received notice from Southern Vermont 
Precast, Inc. that due to increasing expenses their rate would increase to $500.00 as of June 1st.  
According to Chairman Page, Southern Vermont Precast, Inc. started raising its rates in other towns 
during the past two to three years and held off as long as possible from raising its rates in Springfield.  
All Commissioners were in agreement to recommend to the Select Board a rate increase on Week 
Day Burials from $450.00 to $550.00 and on Weekend Burials from $600.00 to $700.00 effective of 
June 1, 2019.  All other fees to remain the same.  This recommendation will be made in accordance 
with Cemetery Ordinance O-2014-2 wherein it states that the Select Board must be advised of such 
rate adjustment at a regularly scheduled Select Board meeting 14 days prior to taking action.  
Barbara will put together a request for the Select Board meeting scheduled on April 22, 2019 which 
will include the proposed rate schedule, letter from Southern Vermont Precast, Inc. and letter from the 
Chairman on behalf of the Cemetery Commission. 

Proposed Ordinance Amendment from 2017:  The Commissioners agreed re-initiate their request to 
the town attorney that he review their proposed ordinance amendments so that the commissioners 
can move forward with the ordinance amendment process. 

Gerry reported that veteran flags are moving forward.  John discussed 3D printing for GAR markers.  
Digitization of cemetery records was discussed. 

Adjournment:  Motion made by Hugh Putnam and seconded by John Swanson to adjourn at 6:05 
p.m.  Unanimously voted in favor. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara A. Courchesne 
Cemetery Commissioner, Ex-Officio 


