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TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD - ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Present: Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Selectboard Member Stephanie Thompson, Town Clerk Barbara Courchesne, and Selectboard Member Walter Martone (participating by telephone).

Guests: None.

The meeting was called to order at 9:32 AM in the Selectboard Hall at 96 Main Street. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Walter Martone to approve the Minutes of August 7, 2018 as presented. Seconded by  Stephanie Thompson. Motion passed unanimous.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

There were no requested additions to the agenda.

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1: Review and finalize draft noise ordinance..

Walter reported that the Springfield Airport Commission has reviewed the proposed ordinance and has not recommended any changes. The VTRANS Airports Division Manager assured the Commission that the proposed ordinance cannot be enforced against the Airport and it will have no impact on airport operations.

Motion: Stephanie moved to approve the proposed ordinance and forward it to the Selectboard for its first reading. Seconded by Walter. Motion approved unanimous.

Walter will prepare a clean copy of the ordinance and forwarded it to Town Attorney Steve Ankuda so it can be properly formatted and presented to the Selectboard.

E.  NEW BUSINESS:

ITEM #1: Review of Chapters 1 through 6A of the code of ordinances.

Barbara provided the following update:
1. Alyce, the lead staff person from Municode who is responsible for the Springfield project, has requested that after the Ordinance Committee completes its review of each section, it be submitted to her for formatting and inclusion in the draft document..
2. After all sections have been submitted to Municode, they will provide an updated draft copy to the Ordinance Committee for additional review.
3. After this review Municode will conduct a legal review of the document and submit it back to the Ordinance Committee. 
4. The Ordinance Committee will review it again and then send it to the Selectboard with the recommendation that the public hearing process be conducted.
5. Upon conclusion of the hearing process the Selectboard will then consider adoption of a new ordinance that establishes the new Code of Ordinances for the Town of Springfield, Vermont.
6. Barbara will confirm with Alyce that steps 1 through 5 of this update, is fair representation of the process that Municode is planning to follow.
7. The Town Charter will also be included as a component of the new Code of Ordinances. Any changes to the Charter must first go through an amendment and approval process that is set forth in State Statutes and the current Charter. Therefore the current Charter without any changes will be the version included in the new Code.
8. Section 6A addresses Cemeteries and the Cemetery Commission. The components of this section were previously adopted by ordinance by the Cemetery Commission in 2011 and 2014, but were never incorporated into the overall Town Code. Section 6A (with appropriate formatting and section numbering) will be incorporated in the new Code presented to the Selectboard for hearing and adoption.
9. The Ordinance Committee completed its review of sections 1 through 3 and agreed to schedule a November 20th meeting for sections 3 through 6A. A listing of the specific suggested changes to sections 1 through 3 discussed at today’s meeting, will be prepared by Barbara for presentation and review at the next Ordinance Committee meeting.

F. ADJOURN:

Motion by Walter and seconded by Stephanie to adjourn. Motion passed unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.

The next meeting was set for Wednesday, November 21st at 2 p.m. Future agenda items include:

· Review the listing of the specific suggested changes to sections 1 through 3 from the October 25, 2018 meeting.
· Review of Chapters 4, 5, 6 and 6A of the Code of Ordinances.

Respectfully submitted,
Walter Martone
