[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES – JUNE 5, 2018
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD - ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Present:  Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Town Manager Tom Yennerell, Selectboard Member Walter Martone and Selectboard Member Stephanie Thompson (by phone).
Guests: Nathan Wardwell

The meeting was called to order at 4:10 PM in the Selectboard Hall at 96 Main Street. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Stephanie Thompson to approve the Minutes of April 10, 2018 as presented. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimously.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Is an ordinance required to enforce the new no-parking requirements on Hover Street at Elm Hill School? Tom noted that no new ordinance is required.

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1: Report on whether there have been follow-ups or other outcomes as a result of the letters from the State’s Attorney to property owners where frequent drug related activity has taken place.

Tom reported that to date there have been two letters sent. One person (Thomas Bishop – 69.5 River Street) has had his lawyer contact the State’s Attorney’s Office and the other property owner has not responded.

ITEM #2: Enforcement authority regarding noise issues through existing zoning regulations.

Steve reported that although the zoning regulations are very specific regarding noise violations, the process of enforcement would take a long time to pursue. Zoning items are designed to address on-going issues such as continuous noise from machinery that is constantly in use. It is not intended to address a problem such as loud music and commotion at a party. When there is such a noise complaint, generally it is hoped that there would be immediate action taken, such as a visit from a police officer. Steve suggested that we consider using existing state statutes relating to Disturbances Of The Peace, and allow the police department to be the enforcing agency. Tom indicated that the Police Chief has expressed an interest in having an ordinance giving such enforcement authority to his department. Walter agreed to meet with the Policy Chief to understand how such an ordinance can be useful, and under what circumstances should a citation be issued for a noise complaint. Steve noted that a violation of the statutes could provide authority to make violations a criminal offense. Walter will also seek clarification from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT) as to whether enforcement of noise standards can be applied regarding complaints about noise from farm animals (such as roosters and pigs) in high-density residential areas.

ITEM #3: Review of Burlington’s noise ordinance.

Walter reported that after reviewing Burlington’s ordinance, he did not believe that it contained any additional useful language beyond what is contained in the VLCT model noise ordinance.

ITEM #4: Updated information relating to the local impact of State legislation regarding the use and distribution of marijuana.

Stephanie reported that the Regional Prevention Coalition is preparing an informational document for municipalities. It is not yet ready for distribution. Stephanie will continue to monitor its availability and any other useful information on this topic the may be coming from the Coalition. The State Department of Drug and Alcohol has previously funded local signage for prevention of smoking and alcohol use on public properties. These funds came from the tobacco settlement grants. They are looking into possible sources for funding similar signs for prohibiting marijuana use on public properties. Tobacco grant funds cannot be used for this purpose. Stephanie noted that the new state law legalizing recreational marijuana use, contains a provision prohibiting its use in public spaces.

E.  NEW BUSINESS: None.

F. ADJOURN: Motion by Stephanie and seconded by Walter to adjourn. Passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:05 p.m.

The next meeting was set for July 3rd at 4 p.m. Future agenda items include:

· Any further outcomes resulting from the letters from the State’s Attorney to property owners where frequent drug related activity has taken place - Tom
· Report and possible draft ordinance as a result of discussions with the Police Chief about noise issues – Walter.
· Any updated information relating to the local impact of State legislation on use and distribution of marijuana – Stephanie.

Respectfully submitted, 
Walter Martone
