MINUTES – JULY 3, 2018
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD - ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present:  Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Town Manager Tom Yennerell, Selectboard Member Stephanie Thompson and Selectboard Member Walter Martone.
Guests: None.

The meeting was called to order at 4:08 PM in the Selectboard Hall at 96 Main Street. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Stephanie Thompson to approve the Minutes of June 5, 2018 as presented. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimously.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Walter provided copies of 18 V.S.A § 4222. This statute declares that certain buildings and vehicles where regulated drugs are illegally being used, sold, etc. are a common nuisance. Walter asked that the Committee become familiar with this statute in the event that an ordinance relating to drug houses is again under consideration.

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1: Report on whether there have been follow-ups or other outcomes as a result of the letters from the State’s Attorney to property owners where frequent drug related activity has taken place.

There was nothing new to report.

ITEM #2: Consideration of a noise ordinance.

Walter reported that he met with Police Chief Doug Johnston to discuss the proposed noise ordinance. The Chief indicated general support for a noise ordinance and provided input to specific sections of the proposed ordinance. This input was incorporated into the version of the ordinance distributed with the materials for today’s meeting.

Walter reported on his research on the “Right to Farm” statute and the restrictions it places on town/city zoning regulations and ordinances. The conclusion from this research was that farming operations (including animals) are excluded from zoning regulations but under certain circumstances they can be declared a nuisance and controlled by an ordinance.
The committee discussed the draft ordinance and proposed changes. A copy of the edited ordinance is attached to these minutes with bold and underline for additions and strikeout for deletions. The reasons for some of the changes included:
1. Section on firearms was deleted because it is already covered in an existing ordinance.
2. The section on noise in residential districts was modified to specifically identify the zoning districts that are covered.
3. The section on noise in general was deleted because it was covered in other areas of the ordinance.
4. The enforcement section was modified to simplify it.

The committee will consider the revised ordinance with changes at its next meeting in August.

ITEM #3: Updated information relating to the local impact of State legislation regarding the use and distribution of marijuana.

Stephanie reported that there is no new direction from the state or other agencies. She also reported that the City of Newport has taken a preemptive measure and voted to ban selling marijuana or marijuana-infused products in the city, as well as opening dispensaries.

E.  NEW BUSINESS: None.

F. ADJOURN: Motion by Stephanie and seconded by Walter to adjourn. Passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

The next meeting was tentatively set for August 7th at 4 p.m. Future agenda items include:

· Any further outcomes resulting from the letters from the State’s Attorney to property owners where frequent drug related activity has taken place - Tom
· Review and finalize draft noise ordinance – Walter.
· Any updated information relating to the local impact of State legislation on use and distribution of marijuana – Stephanie.

Respectfully submitted, 
Walter Martone
