[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES – August 7, 2018
TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD - ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Present:  Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Town Manager Tom Yennerell, Selectboard Member Stephanie Thompson, Town Clerk Barbara Courchesne and Selectboard Member Walter Martone.
Guests: None.

The meeting was called to order at 4:07 PM in the Selectboard Hall at 96 Main Street. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Stephanie Thompson to approve the Minutes of July 3, 2018 as presented. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimously.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Barbara presented information about the process for codification of the Ordinances and Zoning ByLaws.
1. The Town has contracted with Municode to codify all of the ordinances and zoning bylaws. This same organization previously performed this service in 1995 and the staff member who did the work then, has been assigned to the project again.
2. So far they have reviewed all ordinances except the most recent three –
a. Blight
b. Vacant Building
c. Property Disposition
3. The next step will be for the various department heads to review the ordinances that have a relationship to their departments and make recommendations for corrections and deletions based on – 
a. Changes in the law that make certain provisions no longer legal
b. Typographical errors or misuse of words
4. The next step will be for the Ordinance Committee to review the recommendations of the department heads and determine which recommendations to accept, reject, or modify, and incorporate the results into a master document with changes to the original ordinances recorded with red strikeout for deletions and red underlining for additions.
5. The next step will be for the Ordinance Committee to develop a list of consistency changes to be applied throughout the document, such as –
a. Change all references from Selectmen, etc. to Selectboard
b. Consistent capitalization
c. Consistent formatting and numbering
6. The next step will be for the Ordinance Committee to develop an all inclusive Administrative Ordinance that incorporates all of the changes accepted by the Ordinance Committee, and present this Ordinance to the Selectboard for adoption.
7. Pending the outcome of the zoning bylaws rewrite currently being conducted by the Planning Commission, the results of this rewrite will also be included in the overall package of updates submitted to Municode after adoption by the Selectboard. Municode will conduct a review of all materials to ensure that our ordinances and zoning bylaws are in compliance with our charter and state statutes.
8. The target date for completing these tasks including adoption by the Selectboard, is Town Meeting Day 2019.
9. By Thursday, August 9, 2018, the Town Clerk and the Town Manager will jointly notify the department heads of the process and assign them to review and make recommendations on their appropriate ordinance sections, and provide this information to the Ordinance Committee by September 14, 2018.
10. The Town Clerk will conduct the same review of the Administrative (Chapter 1), General Provisions (Chapter 2), and Alcohol (Chapter 3) and provide the results to the Ordinance Committee for review at its September 4, 2018 meeting.
11. It was noted that in order to complete these tasks by the Town Meeting target deadline, the Ordinance Committee will need to schedule multiple meetings per month. The Committee will consider a schedule for future meetings at its September 4th meeting.
12. After this process is completed, it will be repeated, but the department heads will be instructed to make recommendations for enhancements, deletions, etc. that will make the ordinances easier to administer, clearer, and more effective. No deadline for completing this additional process was set at this point.

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1: Report on whether there have been follow-ups or other outcomes as a result of the letters from the State’s Attorney to property owners where frequent drug related activity has taken place.

Tom reported that the State’s Attorney informed him that he plans to do follow up and enforcement with property owners that have received notification from the State about illegal drug activity on their property.

ITEM #2: Consideration of a noise ordinance.

Walter reported that there has been input from the community about noise ordinances in general and specifically the proposed ordinance being developed by the Ordinance Committee. Some of the comments included ensuring that the Noise Ordinance does not suppress economic development and activities/events that support the revitalization of our community, and ensuring that the ordinance is not overly restrictive. As a result of this input, the committee accepted a number of suggested changes. These are reflected in the revised draft that is attached to these minutes.

Walter will check with the State division that handles airports to determine if there are state statutes or other means that protect airports against noise complaints. The revised ordinance will have a final review at the September 4th meeting before action is taken to approve or reject and then forward to the Selectboard.

ITEM #3: Updated information relating to the local impact of State legislation regarding the use and distribution of marijuana.

Stephanie reported that the Prevention Coalition is developing a toolkit for municipalities to help them address local issues that may come up as a result of the legalization of marijuana.  The Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT) is working on legislation that protects the rights of municipalities during the implementation of marijuana legalization, including the rights of municipalities to regulate marijuana within their jurisdictions.

E.  NEW BUSINESS: None.

F. ADJOURN: Motion by Stephanie and seconded by Walter to adjourn. Passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:37 p.m.

The next meeting was tentatively set for September4th at 4 p.m. Future agenda items include:

· Any further outcomes resulting from the letters from the State’s Attorney to property owners where frequent drug related activity has taken place - Tom
· Review and finalize draft noise ordinance – Walter.
· Any updated information relating to the local impact of State legislation on use and distribution of marijuana – Stephanie.
· Review of Chapters 1, 2, and 3 of the code of ordinances.

Respectfully submitted, 
Walter Martone
