[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes – January 2, 2018
Town of Springfield - Ordinance Sub-Committee

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Present:  Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Town Manager Tom Yennerell, Selectboard member Walter Martone and Selectboard member Stephanie Thompson 
Guest:  Lorie Claffee

The meeting began at 4:09 PM in Selectmen’s Hall at 96 Main Street. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Stephanie Thompson to approve the Minutes of October 4, and December 5, 2017 as presented. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimously.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

There were no requests for additions.

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1: Review of Acquisition and Disposition of Property Ordinance

The draft ordinance with all the revisions discussed to date was presented. The Committee reviewed all the changes and the new format. One additional change was suggested.
· Page one, title for Section 16-28, the addition of the words “OTHER THAN THOSE” was inserted between the words “PROPERTY” and “HELD”.

Motion by Stephanie Thompson to approve the Acquisition and Disposition of Property Ordinance as revised and to forward it to the full Selectboard for further consideration. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimously.

ITEM #2: Review DRAFT Ordinance Regulating Buildings, Structures, and Properties Where Repeated Drug Arrests Have Occurred: 

The committee continued discussion of the revised draft of a proposed ordinance to hold property owners responsible for not taking appropriate steps to prevent drug offenses from occurring on their properties. Comments and recommendations provided by Police Chief Doug Johnston were reviewed. Town Attorney Steve Ankuda reported that there is a pending lawsuit against the City of Rutland dealing with the eviction of a tenant as a result of an ordinance that identified a class of individuals as a public nuisance. The outcome of this lawsuit may have an impact on our ability to enact the ordinance that is currently being considered. After discussion, the following follow up items were identified -
· Tom will ask Chief Johnston if letters are being sent to building owners where drug activity has been noted. The letter notifies the owner of federal and state penalties, and steps that can be taken to protect the property.
· Either Tom or Chief Johnston will ask the new U.S. Attorney whether that office is sending out letters to property owners where drug activity has taken place and notifying them of the laws dealing with forfeiture of property.
· Tom will ask Chief Johnston for regular reports to the Selectboard on properties where there have been drug related police actions and the frequency of such actions at these properties.
· The Committee discussed how the Town could have a better response to the issue of repeated drug related offenses at specific properties. Tom will ask Chief Johnston if the Police could use the Rutland model for following up on repeat drug offences. This would include having an Officer and a Social Worker visit properties where there have been multiple drug related offenses.
· Tom will ask Chief Johnston to report on how the Crime Maps automated reporting system is being used to address repeat offenses and what is this data showing about these offenses.
· Steve will follow the Rutland case and notify the Committee about its outcome and implications for our proposed ordinance.

The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, February 13th, 2018 at 4 p.m. at Town Hall. Future agenda items include:
· Update on the Rutland case as it relates to the draft Ordinance Regulating Buildings, Structures, and Properties Where Repeated Drug Arrests Have Occurred and follow up on related items in the bullet list above.
· Potential Noise Ordinance enhancements
· Amendments to Vacant Building Ordinance
· Amendment to the Blight Ordinance to expand the territory to include 500 feet from Licensed and Registered Child Care Facilities.

Motion by Stephanie Thompson to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:20 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,
Walter Martone
