Minutes – February 13, 2018
Town of Springfield - Ordinance Sub-Committee

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present:  Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Town Manager Tom Yennerell, Selectboard Member Walter Martone and Selectboard Member Stephanie Thompson 
Guests:  Police Chief Doug Johnston, Lorie Claffee and Nathan Wardwell

The meeting began at 4:02 PM in Selectmen’s Hall at 96 Main Street. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Stephanie Thompson to approve the Minutes of January 2, 2018 as presented. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimously.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

There were no requests for additions.

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1: Update on the Rutland case as it relates to the draft Ordinance Regulating Buildings, Structures, and Properties Where Repeated Drug Arrests Have Occurred and follow up on related items in the bullet list contained on page 2 in the Minutes of January 2, 2018.

· Tom will ask Chief Johnston if letters are being sent to building owners where drug activity has been noted. The letter notifies the owner of federal and state penalties, and steps that can be taken to protect the property.

No letters have been sent out since the new letter was created. This is because no properties have met the criteria for issuing a letter.

· Either Tom or Chief Johnston will ask the new U.S. Attorney whether that office is sending out letters to property owners where drug activity has taken place and notifying them of the laws dealing with forfeiture of property.

There is a new U.S. Attorney who is still getting settled in the position. The State’s Attorney has been sending out letters, but not to property owners in Springfield. There was discussion about the merits of having a letter from the Springfield Police Chief, or the State’s Attorney, or a joint letter. There was also discussion about V.S.A. Sections 4222 (declaring certain locations where drugs are used, kept, or sold as a public nuisance) and Section 4252 (penalties for dispensing or selling drugs in a dwelling), and how these provisions can be applied to the drug house problem in Springfield.

It was finally decided that approximately six (or a number that is reasonable) letters would initially be sent out to offending property owners and the results will be evaluated. These letters will be coordinated with the State’s Attorney.

· Tom will ask Chief Johnston for regular reports to the Selectboard on properties where there have been drug related police actions and the frequency of such actions at these properties.

Chief Johnston will provide information to Tom on specific drug related arrests, locations, property owner information, etc., and Tom will determine the appropriateness of releasing the information to the Selectboard at public meetings.

· The Committee discussed how the Town could have a better response to the issue of repeated drug related offenses at specific properties. Tom will ask Chief Johnston if the Police could use the Rutland model for following up on repeat drug offences. This would include having an Officer and a Social Worker visit properties where there have been multiple drug related offenses.

There was general discussion about this topic and no specific actions were identified for follow up at this time.

· Tom will ask Chief Johnston to report on how the Crime Maps automated reporting system is being used to address repeat offenses and what is this data showing about these offenses.

Chief Johnston reported that this tool and the data it provides are mostly intended to provide information to the public and not for specific crime fighting purposes.

· Steve will follow the Rutland case and notify the Committee about its outcome and implications for our proposed ordinance.

Steve noted that Rutland has a new City Attorney and attempts secure information from him about this case have been unsuccessful to date.

E.  NEW BUSINESS:

ITEM #1: Amendment to Vacant Building Ordinance authorizing the Town Manager to approve building redevelopment plans.

The existing ordinance has been amended to correct some typographical and grammatical errors, to make consistent all references to the position responsible for enforcing the ordinance (the Town Manager or the Town Manager’s designee(s)), and to authorize the Town Manager to approve the redevelopment plans referred to in the ordinance. After discussion it was agreed that the approval of the redevelopment plans should continue to be done by the Selectboard. It was also agreed that the threshold for exempting buildings from the definition of a “vacant building” because it has an approved redevelopment plan, should be increased from greater than one hundred thousand ($100,000) to greater than five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000). The reason for this increase was to ensure that smaller projects such as home remodels are not being exempted from the ordinance solely because they have a plan for renovations. The original intent of the exclusion for accepted redevelopment plans was to address major commercial projects that are expected to take a substantial time period to complete and involve a large amount of money. 

ITEM #2:  Amendment to the Blight Ordinance to expand the territory to include 500 feet from Licensed AND REGISTERED Child Care Facilities.

This amendment is to expand the geographical coverage for this ordinance. The Committee reviewed the most current listing of state licensed and registered facilities. After discussion it was agreed that the word “State” be inserted in front of every reference to “Licensed and Registered Child Care Facilities” and that the ordinance include the requirement that the map showing the properties subject to the ordinance be updated July of each year with the most current listing of facilities from the State’s website. It was also clarified that if a property that was cited under the ordinance is no longer within the area covered by the ordinance after the map is updated, only the violations prior to the map being updated will be enforced.

ITEM #3: Potential Noise Ordinance enhancements.

There have been past complaints about excessive noise from automobile repair work and farm animals (roosters) in the higher density residential areas. It was unclear as to whether these issues have been resolved or have subsided enough so as to no longer be an issue.

The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, March 6th, 2018 at 4 p.m. at Town Hall. Future agenda items include:

· Update on the Rutland case as it relates to the draft Ordinance Regulating Buildings, Structures, and Properties Where Repeated Drug Arrests Have Occurred and follow up on letters sent to property owners regarding drug activity on their properties.
· Revised amendments to Vacant Building Ordinance
· Revised amendment to the Blight Ordinance to expand the territory to include 500 feet from Licensed and Registered Child Care Facilities.
· Ordinance on fees for fingerprints.
· Local impact of State legislation on use and distribution of marijuana. 

Motion by Stephanie Thompson to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 5:53 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,
Walter Martone
