SPRINGFIELD GREENWAYS, TRAILWAYS, BIWAYS AND RURAL ECONOMY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
[bookmark: _GoBack]Unapproved Minutes of the Committee Meeting of May 21, 2019
The meeting began at 7:04.  Present were Randy Gray (presiding), Chuck Gregory, Bettina McCrady and Josephine Hingston.
Minutes of 4/23 meeting:  The minutes of the 4/23 meeting were approved as submitted (McCrady/Gregory).    
Proposed budget for 2020— Randy Gray said the select board needs numbers to determine how much money might be needed for trail maintenance.  CHUCK GREGORY offered to talk to Andy Bladyka of Parks and Recreation about what they have done for trail survey and maintenance.  Josie Hingston mentioned that the high school community service program has coordinated with Parks and Recreation in the past.  JOSEPHINE HINGSTON broached the topic of vector control (i.e., pet poop issues).  There was discussion about providing the means of retrieval and disposal (bagging, carrying and/or composting) and making it possible for people to report violations of the expected norms.  
Trail Maintenance Schedule—  CHUCK will discuss the trail maintenance schedule given in the proposed maintenance manual to ensure that Parks and Recreation will be aware of it for future discussion.  BETTINA MCCRADY will talk to Town Manager Tom Yenerell about trail maintenance responsibilities and needs and the status of the proposed manual presented to the select board.  She noted the responsibility in perpetuity for the maintenance of the trail lies with the town.  There was discussion of recruiting new members   BETTINA will ask Donna Hall, Town Executive Secretary, about putting out the word for applicants for the committee’s vacant seat.
Landowner permission strategy discussion—  Randy asked Bettina if she had contacted the woman who had created the original Springfield Trails manual, Becky Bass, to see if she had records of the landowners who had given right-of-way permission.  Randy suggested that each committee member approach several of them to review the status.  Randy gave instructions to get to the listers’ map on the town website.   BETTINA MCCRADY offered to check with Becky Bass and/or Tom Kennedy of the Southern Windsor Regional Planning Commission.
Mineral Street Pocket Park Update—Chuck reported he communicated again with the Garden Club and has not yet received a response.  BETTINA  MCCRADY said she will talk to the Garden Club members.
Randy reported receiving information from the Town Planner that the committee’s proposed revisions to Article 7 of the Regulations and by-laws are for the most part covered by state law.  The Planning Commission will review our proposal at its August meeting.  Bettina reported that the Hartness House has experienced some cutbacks and as a result the trails improvements are on the back burner for the nonce.
New Business— 
Items for next month’s agenda— Report on discussions with
—Parks and Recreation, 
—Becky Bass, 
—the Southern Windsor Regional Planning Commission, 
—the Garden Club 
— the Town Manager
The next meeting will be June 25th at 7:00 PM at the town offices.
The meeting was adjourned (McCrady/Gregory) at 8:26.
Respectfully submitted,
Chuck Gregory, secretary
