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 Energy Committee Minutes: November 16, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 6:33 PM by Char Osterlund.

Present: Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, Melissa MacKenzie, Mike Knoras, Peter MacGillivray, Steve Osterlund, Walter Martone
Absent: Hallie Whitcomb (advisor)

1. Additions to the agenda: Superfund site, Energy Committee origins/structure
2. Secretary’s Report: October 19, 2017:  MK/WM moved and seconded that the minutes from October 19, 2017 be accepted. All in favor.
3. Review of current version of the energy chapter
The entire chapter, including previous corrections was reviewed. 
Discussion:
· River corridors: do we want to just say residential solar allowed, but not commercial? Maybe not. We have 2 river corridors, Connecticut and the Black River, and they have distinctly different features.
· Wind turbines: use feet instead of meters to describe, or feet and meters. Use of measurement consistent throughout document
· Hubs on turbines: where are they located? Clarification needed on hubs and height of turbines.
· Wind turbines: do we need a reference to decibel standards just set by the State?
· PM asked if this chapter will have any impact on the proposed hospital installation. CO thought that this version we are working on must be approved before it can be used as the basis for any energy siting
· CO reminded the committee that we have to name specific sites if we want them to be excluded for development
4. Weatherization Subcommittee
The subcommittee meeting was held on November 9.
MM noted that she had seen notices in the Valley News for similar weatherization events in other cities.
An extensive outreach database form was filled out at the subcommittee meeting with tentative assignments and contacts for promotion of the event. The form was discussed at the Energy Committee and assignments and contacts were confirmed and/or corrected.
5. Superfund Site
MK reported that the next 5-year review by the EPA is scheduled for 2018. Now would be a good time to initiate activity on the project. There is a precedent for usage of a superfund site for a solar installation by the town of Billerica, MA. Due to this, the EPA has a document detailing the process for such use.
Discussion:
DY thought that the first step would be to get permission in writing from the estate that controls 37 acres of the site.
MK would like to get permission from the town manager to allow Bill Kearns to use some of his time to determine how to apply to the EPA.
WM believes the first step should be to see if the town is willing to pursue the project at this time. 
Peter MacGillivray and Walter Martone will ask the town.
WM Perhaps the town would like to talk to the estate owner directly.
PM pointed out that the town would also need to arrange an investor for the solar part of the project.
6. Energy Committee origins/structure 
WM After research, it was established that Peter MacGillivray and Walter Martone are authorized to be voting members of the Energy Committee.

Adjournment:  It was moved by Dave Yesman and seconded by Melissa MacKenzie to adjourn the meeting at 7:46 p.m. All in favor.
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next meeting: 6:30 Thursday, December 21, 2017 at the Police Station in the Community Room.
