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 Energy Committee Minutes: June 15, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 6:32 PM by Char Osterlund.

Present: Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, Walter Martone, Melissa MacKenzie, Steve Osterlund, Peter MacGilviray, MacgillivrayFrank Gould, and Jason Rasmussen (guest)

Absent:  Hallie Whitcomb (advisor), Mike Knoras

1. Additions to the agenda:  no additions
1. Secretary’s Report: April 20, 2017; (no quorum at May meeting).  Dave Yesman/Walter Martone moved and seconded that the minutes from April 20, 2017 be accepted as presented.
1. Generate comments to send to Planning Commission re: Springfield Hospital/Catamount Solar project. See attached draft comments.

Draft comments prepared by CO/DY were presented to the committee. 
Dave Yesman/Steve Osterlund moved and seconded that the comments to the Planning Commission be accepted.
Discussion:
Martone proposed that we suggest to the Planning Commission that a better site be found.
Frank Gould stated that he would continue to defend home owners and property values.
Yesman/S. Osterlund pointed out that this is more of a Planning Commission issue than an Energy Committee issue.
Martone proposed the wording for a third bullet point that asks the installers to try to find a location on the hospital’s property that is further removed from the residences.

Dave Yesman/Steve Osterlund moved and seconded that the comments to the Planning Commission as amended be accepted. The motion was accepted, all in favor. See attached.

1. Continue work with Jason Rasmussen on “substantial deference” energy chapter
Guest Jason Rasmussen of the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (SWCRPC) discussed with the committee the current draft “Enhanced Energy Plan Outline”. The purpose of the discussion was to determine priorities from the committee, so he could further develop the draft Enhanced Energy Plan.
 
Sections 1 through 7 of the draft document were discussed line-by-line to identify typographic errors, unclear wording, and items that could be deleted. Section 8 remains to be discussed.  

Next steps:
Discussion of section 8 and generation of Section 9 “Statement of Policy on the Development and Siting of Renewable Energy Resources”.
  
Adjournment:  It was moved by Peter MacGilviray MacGillivrayand seconded by Steve Osterlund to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 p.m. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next meeting: 6:30 Thursday, July 20, 2017 at the Police Station in the Community Room.
 
Proposed Draft

 After a review of the joint Planning Commission/Energy Committee meeting of Wednesday, June 7, the Energy Committee’s(EC) response to the Planning Commission (PC) is as follows:
 
· It appears the proposed Springfield Hospital 500kW Solar Project follows the guidelines set forth in Chapter 9 (energy chapter) of the existing town plan and in the proposed energy chapter that will be up for review by the Board of Selectmen in July. 
· The comments at the public hearing included requests for the installers to control runoff, and screening of the site to eliminate visual contact of the solar panels for abutters. The installer agreed to comply with the requests. 
 
Approved Draft

Wednesday, June 7, 2017, the Energy Committee’s (EC) response to the Planning Commission (PC) is as follows:
 
· It appears the Springfield Hospital 500kW Solar Project as proposed follows the guidelines of Chapter 9 (energy chapter) in the existing town plan and in the proposed energy chapter that will be up for review in July. 
· The comments at the public hearing included requests for the installers to relocate the solar project to another location on the hospital’s property that is further removed from the residences, to control runoff, and screening of the site to eliminate visual contact of the solar panels for abutters. The installer agreed to address the screening and runoff concerns, but the hospital will have to decide the ultimate site. 
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