[bookmark: _GoBack]Town of Springfield
 Energy Committee Minutes: January 19, 2017
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Char Osterlund.

Present: Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, Walter Martone, George McNaughton, and Mike Knoras.

Absent:  Steve Clay-Young, Frank Gould 

1. Additions to the agenda:  strike update from 4 a) Old Business, GoVT update 
2. Guest Presenters: 
a. Becca White of Sun Common and Liam Fagan of the Heat Squad gave a joint presentation regarding an informational program they’d like to give in Springfield in the near future. Their program would include information on tightening up one’s home to prevent heat loss, generating heat via cold climate heat pumps and generating electricity using solar panels. They will also include financial benefits in the way of rebates and tax incentives. Walter moved/seconded by Mike, that we co-sponsor the program which will take place on February 16th at 7 PM in the town hall . Motion passed 6-0. The energy committee will meet at 6:30 in the town hall prior to the program.
b. Rebecca Gagnon informed the board regarding The Current, Springfield’s public bus service. Rebecca talked about the routes, the types of transportation, the types of vehicles used and ways that the bus service is marketed. She also told of the challenges of merging two companies and how these challenges prevented her from devoting more of her time towards increasing ridership. The committee offered many suggestions towards increasing public use of the service including placing a link on the town’s web site, publicizing the Currant’s web site [crtransit.org], posting easy to understand schedules around the town etc. It became obvious that the goals of the Current and the transportation goals of the Springfield energy committee were remarkably similar.

3. Secretary’s Report:  Dave/Walter moved and seconded that the minutes from November 17, 2016 be accepted as presented. All in favor. Dave/Mike moved and seconded that the minutes from the special meeting of December 13, 2016 be accepted as presented. All in favor.
4. Old Business:
a. GoVT: struck from agenda 
b. SWCRPC: Char announced that Springfield will receive a grant for technical assistance from the regional planning commission to write an energy chapter that will get “substantial deference”
c. The board made some minor changes in the Electricity Suppliers and Home Heating Sections of the energy chapter. (see attached)
5. New Business:
a. Resignation of Steve Clay Young: Char informed the committee that Steve informed her that with his other commitments he was unable to continue serving on the committee. It was decided that he should officially resign before suggestions were made regarding his replacement.
b. Discussion about FaceBook: Char mentioned the importance of only placing position statements on facebook that were supported by the whole board. When George leaves, he is turning the administration of the page to Char, and he encouraged the committee to continually update the page to show the activities carried out by the board.
c. George’s Offer re: his Continued Support: George suggested that the new select board member become a voting member of the energy committee. George said the Energy Committee should go after whoever won the Selectboard race to be on the Energy Committee.He also volunteered to assist in the writing of the energy chapter even though he will no longer be a member of the energy committee. 
d. Ballot article as requested by G.M.: A request was made to the select board to warrant an article related to erosion mitigation: 
Resolved, that the Town of Springfield VT, through the FERC relicensing process, has been presented with information on the Connecticut River. If it is shown that there is a causal relationship between the operation of the Bellows Falls Dam and/or the Wilder Dam by TransCanada Corporation or subsequent owners resulting in the deterioration of the riverbank and attendant roads and farmland, it is recommended that the Town of Springfield formally request that TransCanada or subsequent owners modify current dam operations and create a mitigation fund to reimburse towns and landowners for any and all damages. 
With regard for the above request, George moved and Mike seconded the following motion: 
The Springfield Energy Committee respectfully requests that the Selectboard reject the request of the Mt. Ascutney Subcommittee to place a ballot item regarding the FERC relicensing process regarding the Bellows Falls Dam and/or Wilder Dam on the Town meeting agenda.
The wording of the item suggests that the Town of Springfield has carefully reviewed materials regarding the operation of the dams.   To the knowledge of the Energy Committee, no such reviews have occurred, and the Energy Committee was not advised of the ballot item request until after the request was made to the Selectboard.   The Energy Committee favors the maintenance, repair, and expansion of hydro-electric facilities within the Town of Springfield as a valued part of its commitment to renewable energy.   Hydro-electric is one of the most regulated forms of renewable energy in Vermont, the regulatory burden should not be increased based upon a last-minute ballot item based on allegations that have not been subject to local public hearings and which has not been presented as a citizen petition.
Points made to counter the resolution were that the resolution had nothing to do with Springfield’s energy since the dams were not even in Springfield, and that the resolution was about erosion and mitigation. It was also mentioned that all the brownfields in Springfield are evidence of what happens when regulations were not in place and the companies stuck Springfield with the bill for cleanup. Some folks felt more information was necessary.
Dave moved the question/Mike seconded. Failed. When it was made clear no one had any more to add to the discussion, a vote was made on the resolution. Motion failed: 3 ayes, 1 nay, 2 abstained.
Adjournment:  It was moved by Dave and seconded by Char to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 PM. Motion passed 4-2.

Respectfully submitted, 
  Jim Ball, Secretary

Next meeting: 6:30 Thursday, February 16, 2017 at the town hall. This meeting will be followed by a presentation by SunCommon and the Heat Squad at 7:00 p.m.

Please note the change of location.
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