Springfield Trails, Greenways, Byways and Rural Economy Advisory Committee 
December 18, 2018 
Unapproved minutes

The meeting was called to order at 7:14.

Present were George McNaughton, Josie Hingston, Chuck Gregory and Bettina McCrady. Absent: Randy Gray.

Moved to appoint Chuck Gregory as vice-chair (McNaughton/McCrady).  Unanimously passed.  Chuck presided at this meeting.

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved (McNaughton/McCrady). Passed unanimously.

The review of the map was deferred until Randy Gray is present.

The Mineral Street project: Bettina reported it seemed that the Town Manager and others were not inclined to support it, with no money dedicated for it.  George said his understanding was that the “bump-out” did not afford a vista, lessening its value as a trail, and that the downtown traffic plan is not seen as an integral part of the the continuation of the trail.  He said he was in favor of putting the Mineral Street project on hold to see if any of the vegetation can be trimmed.  Moved to put it on hold for further consideration (/McCrady/McNaughton).  Passed.  

The trail maintenance manual was presented.  Moved to mark it as a preliminary draft, have Chuck make minor edits and to present it to the Budget Committee and the Select Board (McNaughton/McCrady).  Passed.   Moved to recommend to the Budget Committee and the Selectboard that there be $4800 to $5500 set aside for trail maintenance for 2019.  (McCrady/Hingston).  Chuck Gregory said this is most likely to benefit the Toonerville trail, as it is the only paved trail at this time.  Passed.

Discussion of approaches to volunteer societies and sign maintenance was deferred until Randy Gray is present. 

Hartness House Trail mapping— Josie Hingston reported she has not yet talked to the Hartness House yet about this.  Bettina reported they likely have not done any trail work.  Josie will contact them.

Options for Rte. 106 as an extension of the Toonerville Trail:  George McNaughton reported that Christian Craig and/or Lizze Craig, and Ethan McNaughton will attend the January meeting.  Bettina will call to find out what the status of the grant to extend the Toonerville Trail past the J&L site.

Possibility of having a trail off the Toonerville Trail to Hoyt’s Landing cove— deferred until Randy is present.  

Hemp production— George said that even with the permit situation they are making production of hemp oil profitable but that the recently-passed Federal farm bill might make it unprofitable.  There are at present two hemp oil-making enterprises in the state which could be replicated in Springfield.  With the signing of the farm bill however, Vermont might be swamped by industrial-scale production of hemp in the rest of the nation.  The matter was deferred to next month’s meeting, at which George will have more detailed information.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Regular review of zoning laws as part of the committee’s work and send letter to Planning Commission concerning rural development:  George McNaughton provided “homework” for all.  He said he had presented our recommended changes to the Planning Commission, telling them we would present other substantive changes.  He said that the older-type barns in Springfield could be developed into income-producing assets, and that we need to have the by-laws and regulations to make that possible.  The consensus was to approve George’s review of the by-laws and regulations.  He will review them and make recommendations to this committee.  He said he wants to ensure protection of “value-added” businesses.  Bettina related a story of a rural economy entrepreneur being sued by that town’s zoning administrator for some reason. George asked all to read through and pay particular attention to the value-added sections.  

Next month’s agenda:  January 22nd.

Agenda items:  

Discussion of the maps and GPS—Randy Gray 
Discussion of access trails to the Black River—Randy Gray
Discussion of contacting volunteer groups for trail maintenance— Randy Gray
Discussion of sign maintenance— Randy Gray
Hartness House trails mapping contact— Josie Hingston
Status of grant to extend Toonerville Trail beyond J&L site— Bettina McCrady
Discussion with Craigs, et al., about Rte. 106 extension of Toonerville Trail
Update on hemp production vistas for town— George McNaughton
Tabling of Mineral Street pocket park until February meeting— Chuck Gregory

The meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM

Respectfully submitted,  

Chuck Gregory, Secretary

