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                Tuesday, December 10, 2019- 7:00 P.M.
                                     MINUTES


A.	CALL TO ORDER:   Chair, Steve Kraft called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

B. ROLL CALL: Members: Chair Steve Kraft, Karl Riotte, Walter Clark, Lori Claffee, One Vacancy

1. Applicants:  Rick Pembroke
2. Public/interested parties:  Garet S. Richardson
3. Also present:   Renee Vondle, Board Secretary/Zoning Administrator

C.	ADMINISTER OATH:   Chair, Steve Kraft led the applicants and interested parties in the oath: “I hereby swear that the evidence I give in the cause under consideration shall be the whole truth and nothing but the truth.”

D. CONFLICT OF INTEREST:  Does any member of the Board have a conflict of interest regarding any matter scheduled for public hearing? There were no conflicts of interest.

E. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:  No additions to the agenda.

F. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Lori Claffee Moved to approve the minutes of November 12, 2019 as presented.  Karl Riotte seconded.  Motion passed 3-0-1 (Walter Clark abstained).

G. PUBLIC COMMENTS:
	 There were no public comments.

H. REQUESTS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS:
1.   Application 19069	Springfield School District
The application is for Conditional Use Review to place a 32 sq. ft. free-standing sign with a digital electronic message center.  The property is zoned Medium Density Residential and is located at the intersection of Chester Road (Rt. 11W) and Fairground Road.

ZA, Renee Vondle gave a history of the request, noting that the original request was presented to the DRB on November 13, 2018 for a Variance to place the sign that did not meet the Sign bylaws.  At that time, the zoning sign bylaws did not address this type of technology so the request was denied by the DRB because it did not meet variance criteria.  The DRB encouraged the applicant to address their request for the need for an Electronic Message Center sign bylaw with the Planning Commission.  On January 28, 2019 the Springfield School District requested that the Planning Commission amend the signage bylaws so that the District could move forward with their plans to install said signage.  New bylaws became effective on October 14, 2019.  Ms. Vondle noted that the sign application as presented meets all the new bylaw standards.

	Rick Pembroke presented the request, clarifying that there were no changes to the previously submitted plans.

	Chair Kraft stated that this application was discussed extensively at their meeting on November 13, 2018.  The board reviewed the application, site plans and catalogue cutsheets.  Discussion followed.  

	Ms. Vondle asked if the applicant has contacted the State as the property is adjacent to Route 11.  Mr. Pembroke stated that he had not contacted the State.  Chair Kraft noted that he believed the town road management begins at the intersection of Park Street and Chester Road.  From that point on the road turns into Route 11.  Discussion followed. It was noted that the new sign is in the same location as the existing sign.

	Lori Claffee moved to approve the application as presented with the condition that the applicant contact the State DOT.  Karl Riotte seconded.  Motion passed 4-0.

2.	Application 19074	Dante Garganese / Dante Garganese III & Jean Bean 
Zoning Administrator, Renee Vondle introduced the variance request and informed the board that Mr. Garganese has passed away.  The co-applicant, Jean Bean is requesting that she be allowed to live in the recreational vehicle until April, 2020.  Currently the RV is parked in her son-in-law’s yard and, due to seasonal snow conditions, she is unable to move it and is not sure of her future living arrangements so she is asking permission to continue to reside there until April, 2020.

Garet Richardson, abutting neighbor at 63 Breezy Hill Road, addressed the board with his concerns.  Mr. Richardson stated that he has no problem with the RV remaining on the property until early spring, but he would like to see the vehicle removed once the permitted activity expires.  Discussion followed.  
Walter Clark moved that the board approve the variance request with the condition that the RV be removed by April 1, 2020.  Lori Claffee seconded.  The motion passed 4-0.

Karl Riotte stated that the DRB does not have the authority to direct a landowner to remove a vehicle from their property. ZA Vondle read Bylaw 3.30 Recreational Vehicles and noted 3.30 (4) reads: “An owner who invites someone to park a recreational vehicle/camper on his/her property shall not allow said use to exceed a period of time of thirty days.  The bylaw is intended to regulate “use” and not storage of said vehicle.  Ms. Vondle stated that the town/DRB cannot tell a property owner that they cannot keep a registered/inspected vehicle on their property.  Our bylaw regulates living in an RV for no longer than 30 days.  She noted that the Code Enforcement Officer enforces the removal of uninspected/unregistered vehicles and debris under a separate ordinance.  Discussion followed.  Walter Clark withdrew his motion.

Walter Clark moved to approve the variance request with the condition that the occupancy cease by April 1, 2020 and that the RV must remain registered, inspected and road worthy.  Karl Riotte seconded.  Motion passed 4-0.	

G.	OLD BUSINESS:
	There was no old business.

H.	NEW BUSINESS:
1.   Renee Vondle, Zoning Administrator gave her Zoning Report.
	Ms. Vondle informed the board:
· She attended a workshop sponsored by VLCT on Ordinance Enforcement to learn about effective ordinance drafting, enforcing local ordinances in the Judicial Bureau and lessons learned from the bench. 

· The Selectboard signed a resolution on Commercial Cannabis Taxation Resolution (Act S.54) and noted that the Vermont Legislature will be taking up the issue in January.  VLCT is recommending that municipalities voice their concerns and advocate for local control and revenue sharing.



· She was contacted by the investor of a possible proposed 100-bed assisted living facility at 100 River Street who inquired about our bylaws regarding building height.  The proposal will include demolition of part of the building and reconstruction adding an additional level.

· The PC has appointed a Sign Subcommittee to draft recommendations.  The subcommittee has met twice and presented their most recent updates to the full PC which went very well.  Their next meeting is Friday, December 13, 2019.

· Office activity continues with issuance of minor administrative permits, filing project and streamlining office procedures and application materials.

J.	Adjournment:
Karl Riotte moved to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  Walter Clark seconded.  Motion passed
unanimously.




Respectfully submitted,




Renee L. Vondle
Secretary
Zoning Administrator
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