[bookmark: _GoBack]SPRINGFIELD GREENWAYS, TRAILWAYS, BIWAYS AND RURAL ECONOMY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
DRAFT OF MINUTES OF MEETING, 4/23/19
The meeting was called to order at  7:00 PM.  Present were Randy Gray (presiding), Josie Hingston, George McNaughton, Chuck Gregory.  Public in attendance was Kathy McNaughton.
OLD BUSINESS
1. The minutes of the March meeting were approved as submitted (McCrady/Gray).  
1. Discussion of Maps and GPS— Randy Gray reported the president of ATV group has an application which can be superimposed on the ANR maps.  George McNaughton reported the use of the lister’s map would be $500 a year, and that it could be included in next year’s budget.  The map crashed this year, so the lister’s office will have to rebuild it with this year’s budget.  The idea was introduced at Randy’s presentation to the selectboard.  There are some concerns about accidentally changing listers’ data on the map.  Hope was expressed that a superimposition would be possible.
1. Discussion of access trails to the Black River at Hoyt’s landing:  Randy reported his examination of the terrain indicated excavation might be necessary, making it an unattractive proposition.  Bettina McCrady expressed her preference for focusing on trails closer to the center of town.
1. Josie Hingston reported communicating with the Co-ordinator of Community Services at the high school, and conclusions are to be determined.
1. Discussion of contacting volunteer groups for trial maintenance:  Randy reported that both groups of Scouts are willing to undertake something of trail maintenance.  The scouts are going to explore the Toonerville Trail’s needs.  Bettina McCrady urged that we establish liaison with Parks and Recreation Department to develop routine maintenance practices for the Toonerville Trail as a start.  
1. Review of presentation to Select Board:  Randy reported on his presentation.  As a result of his appearance, the Select Board lifted the gag order, and members of the committee may now talk with landowners, but should report beforehand to the Town Manager that a conversation will ensue.  The Select Board did not object to the committee’s promulgation efforts via media.  George McNaughton mentioned that in September we should remind the Select Board of the need for a $500 appropriation as mentioned above. The Selectboard will likely appoint on of its members as an ex officio member of the committee.  George urged all to show up at the May 1 Planning Commission for discussion of the by-laws changes this committee proposed regarding agricultural zoning uses.  There was discussion of disease vector control on the Toonerville Trail, to wit, disposal of pet feces.  Mention was made of using compostable bags and a composting box.
1. Discussion of Rte. 106 Extension of Toonerverille Trail to Springweather:  Bettina McCrady stated that she felt pursuing the northern extension ought to be lower on our priority list at this time and that we should focus on extending the present trail to the Edgar May Recreation Center and perhaps as far as the plaza.  Randy asked about the status of the cleanup at J&L, which is needed in order to extend the trail.  Authorization has been approved.  It was the consensus of the group to have as small an impact on the downtown plan as possible in order not to complicate its process.
1. Discussion of strategy for securing rights-of-way for existing trails: Randy Gray reported that with the “gag order” lifted, we can now review the existing and/or previously agreed-upon rights of way in effect in the 2008 Springfield Trails Guide.  George McNaughton advised Randy Gray to send a letter to Tom Yenerell, Town Manager, for clarification first.  Bettina McCrady offered to make phone calls to some of the landowners listed therein.  She will report to 
1. Mineral Street Pocket Park discussion:  Chuck Gregory presented a map of a hypothetical park on the vacant land on Mineral Street, convenient to users of a hiking/biking trail.  He also presented a photo of a portion of Mineral Street which would be usable for a trail if the present guardrail were moved to the edge of the present supporting wall. 
NEW BUSINESS— there was no new business
NEXT MONTH’S AGENDA— Attend Selectboard meeting next May 28th.  JOSIE HINGSTON  will report on her talk with the Co-ordinator of Community Services.  GEORGE MCNAUGHTON will report on the ex officio and new appointment to the committee by the Select Board.  CHUCK GREGORY will report on the engineering feasibility of the Mineral Street adaptation.  BETTINA MCCRADY will report on her work.
The next committee meeting will be on May 21, 7:00 PM at the town offices.
The committee took note of the service of retiring member George McNaughton, whose ability and vision inspired the group in its infancy.
The meeting adjourned at 8:34 PM (McCrady/Gregory)
Respectfully submitted,
chuck gregory, secretary
