SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT COMMISSION

Minutes of the meeting of

February 23, 2017

Hartness State Airport Terminal Building

5 p.m.

ATTENDEES:  Pete Andrews, Kathleen Fellows, Bruce Johnson, Mike Knoras, Peter MacGillivray, Walter Striedieck, Shayne Wilcox, AOT,local; Brian Shepa, Springfield Aviation; Brian Pinsonault, AOT, Rutland (by phone); Heath Marsden, Jacobs Assoc.;

The meeting was called to order at 5 p.m.

Brian P. mentioned that one option open to the FBO would be vending machines for snacks in the terminal as long as they were registered with the state thru Guy Tapper.
Heath updated us on the status of the avigation easements with 8 out of 14 having been surveyed.  They will do an overlay, right of way (ROW), then appraisals, and then ROW negotiations in late summer and finally purchases.  These are not land purchases except for the ROW but air rights for tree clearing.  After that will be runway safety area (RSA) design and runway line of sight engineering design.

The minutes of the Jan. 26, 2017 meeting were accepted as presented (motion by Walter and Kathleen)  (Pete Andrews and Mike Knoras abstained).
Shayne gave the local report on fuel sales which because of frequent snows were down significantly.  100 LL was 543 gal. this year and 866 last year.  Jet A was small last year and zero this year.  He also reported that the loader has 238 hours this winter for snow removal and he averages 20 hours per week for snow.  Buzz has added 50 to 60 hours also.  Walter also complimented Paul Trombly and Brian Pinsonault for their great help in snow removal coming down from Rutland.  

Brian Shepa gave a report on his efforts to establish a full-service FBO.  He said the financial numbers appear to work and he is getting help from Bob Flint and the Small Business office.  Kathleen asked if there was anything the commission could do to help?  Mike mentioned the possibility of financial help from the CRDC revolving loan fund.  Plans are to have flight instruction, aircraft rental, fuel sales, maintenance, tie downs, hangar rental space and terminal space.  He is currently working on a business plan with Bob and Deb.
Walter attended the VAAC meeting in Montpelier today and reported on fuel prices and this started a lengthy discussion. He also mentioned that we are tied for 3rd in the state’s rating system for airports.

There followed extensive discussion on the possibility of having a local airport recognition day, a summer pot-luck fly in with a Wings program by the FAA.  Local business promotion of companies and groups such as: Okemo Mtn., Whelen, CAP, Springfield Chamber of Commerce, SRDC, local restaurants, etc. 

It was also brought up that this year is the 90th anniversary of Charles Lindbergh landing and we could do another program with the Springfield Garden Club as before and include the Springfield Art and Historical Society.  It is also the 70th anniversary of the B-29 crash on Hawk’s Mtn. in Weathersfield.

Bruce brought up the loss of business which seems to have taken place with no one being in the terminal to answer the phone on a regular basis as Larry used to do.  He still comes down for callouts by charter operators and Brian Shepa has done the same on many occasions.  The question was should the State bring in a temporary person to cover this in the interim till be get a full time FBO???
The next meeting will be held here on March 30th and chaired by Walter and assisted by Bruce.  

The meeting was adjourned at 6:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter MacGillivray

Chair

