Town of Springfield
Energy Committee Minutes: July 9, 2020
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray
Absent: Dave Yesman (no notice), Hallie Whitcomb (no notice), Brian Abild (work schedule conflict)
Guests: Steve Neratko

1. Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:35pm.
1.  Additions to the Agenda
Char Osterlund asked to add a 30 second announcement at the end.
1. Secretary’s Report
February 20, 2020 Minutes
MM moved to accept the minutes, CO seconded the motion, Peter MacGillivray abstained because he was not present at the Feb. 20 meeting. A roll call vote was taken. SO, CO, and MM voted in favor to accept the minutes.
1. Old Business
3. Update Vital Communities/Springfield Energy Committee volunteer outreach event
CO: A total of around 33 person/hours were spent on the mobile home event. The postcards worked well to inform people of the expected visits. CO met with Vital Communities staff to process strengths and weaknesses of the outreach. From CO perspective everything worked well except that there is no way to measure effectiveness of the outreach. Data collection seems to be a hurdle to address. 
3. Legislative updates: H.688
CO reviewed some of the highlights of the legislation. Much of it seems connected to our goals in the energy chapter. She suggested it would be good for the committee and the Town of Springfield to work together to find ways to implement the Energy Plan. Town Manager Steve Neratko agreed to meet with Char Osterlund to discuss this.
PM pointed out a section stating: “(a) Any person may commence an action based upon the failure of the Secretary of Natural Resources to adopt or update rules pursuant to the deadlines in section 593 of this chapter.” that would require clarification.
PM also pointed out that now would not be a good time to raise any gas or heating oil taxes.
3. Film Festival (CAFF)
This has been cancelled due to Covid.
3. Speaker on Community solar
Norwich Solar Technologies is willing to arrange a Zoom presentation for us on the subject of Community Solar.
3. Contact with Town Manager
CO asked the town manager if he been in contact with Efficiency Vermont. He has in his previous job but hasn’t contacted them since becoming Springfield’s town manager.
1. New Business
4. Measuring progress on targets in energy plan: this is a work in progress. Data collection is difficult.
4. Trails Rails committee
[bookmark: _GoBack]CO: Met with committee. Jim Fogg is very willing to work with us. The September run we were planning on teaming up with Trails/Rails has been called off.
4. Button Up
CO: The next program will run in September and November. It will be all virtual. The regional planning committee will be cooperating with Efficiency Vermont to create a larger audience for the virtual events.
4. Meeting Schedule
There will be no August energy Committee meeting. We will try to arrange a presentation from Norwich Solar Technologies for our next meeting on the 3rd Thursday of September. 

1. Adjournment
Char Osterlund moved that the meeting be adjourned. Peter MacGillivray seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 7:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: Thursday September 17, 2020, 6:30 p.m.  Place and/or zoom details TBA
