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Energy Committee Minutes: February 20, 2020
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Brian Abild, Melissa MacKenzie
Absent: Dave Yesman (no notice), Peter MacGillivray (out of town)
Guests: Art Abild

1. Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:40pm.
1.  Additions to the Agenda
None
1. Secretary’s Report
January 16, 2020 Minutes
MM moved to accept the minutes as presented., BA seconded the motion, all in favor to accept the minutes.
1. Old Business
3. Update Vital Communities/Springfield Energy Committee volunteer outreach event
CO: The brochure looks good. Chuck Gregory printed the door hangers. A postcard was sent to all ahead of time and that turned out to be a good idea. Most people on the first round of door-to-door were not home, but those who did were very receptive. This Saturday, CO and SO will try to visit the one-off mobile homes.
3. Legislative updates: H.688
The committee did an on-screen walkthrough of the entire bill. BA and CO will meet to go through the Springfield Energy chapter and determine possible ways to implement portions of it.
1. New Business
4. SWCRPC (Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission) landlord outreach March 12
CO: We should try to show up at the meeting and report back to the rest of the committee.
CO: We have found that newspapers are the top way of attracting new people to this type of event.
4. Film Festival
CO: SunCommon and the “350” group in Chester is sponsoring a festival event for climate change related films. We will help promote it, but not take a lead role.
4. Response to Letter to the Editor?
Rather than respond directly to a recently published climate change denial letter, HW volunteered to speak personally to the author if possible.
4. Input: re: speaker on community solar
HW: Although Springfield doesn’t specifically have a community array yet, there are some in nearby communities, possibly Grafton. It would be good for the committee to generally promote these in the public interest.
CO will look into this.
4. Other ideas on next actions
CO: Arrange a meeting with the new town manager to discuss the energy chapter. He won’t be starting until the first week of April.
HW referred to a hand-out at another meeting about the large health costs of fossil fuels. She believes we should stress this more.
HW mentioned a newspaper article that said Vermont was one of the last places left that isn’t over-developed and over-populated.

1. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: Thursday March 19, 2020, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.  
