Town of Springfield
Energy Committee Minutes: January 16, 2020

Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Brian Abild
Absent: Dave Yesman (no notice), Melissa MacKenzie (prior engagement), Peter MacGillivray (in Florida)
Guests: Art Abild

1. Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:35pm.
1.  Additions to the Agenda
HW: Discuss newspaper articles
1. Secretary’s Report
December 19, 2019 Minutes
BA moved to accept the minutes as submitted, HW seconded the motion, all in favor to accept the minutes.
1. Old Business
3. Update Vital Communities/Springfield Energy Committee volunteer outreach event
Char displayed Chuck Gregory’s draft of a letter to be sent to mobile home park owners along with Char’s edited version for review. The committee went through Char’s draft line by line to tighten up the language.
SO made a motion to accept Char’s draft as amended. HW seconded the motion. All in favor.
Char handed out a draft version of the brochure that will be given to the mobile home residents. The committee reviewed the brochure and made some small corrections.
CO: Call for volunteers. Brian and Art Abild volunteered to use a Forward Looking Infrared (FLIR) camera to identify points of external heat loss with the permission of individual mobile home residents. CO will check with Vital Communities if that is okay. Brian said he was willing to work with COVER. Chuck, Josie, Hallie, and Char have volunteered to do door-to-door. Melissa  M has previously said she would as well. Brian and Steve volunteered to do data entry.
CO said she would submit press releases to the local papers. Ana from Vital Communities is going to check out the possibility of offering a free furnace inspection as a potential raffle as an additional incentive for people.
CO: What can be done to weatherize a mobile home? Brian pointed out that the floor is the least insulated portion of a mobile home.
CO: Because it’s not a very long list, we should plan on knocking on doors for every known mobile home. As a possible strategy, we could mail a brochure in advance of the door-to-door.
A tentative approach would be:
Send letter to landlords – then send postcards to residents – then go door-to-door
CO and SO will work on the wording of a postcard mailing. CO will check with a volunteer who was willing to help out to help address the postcards.
3. Update on Energy Chapter
CO: The chapter was submitted to the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (SWCRPC). It will be reviewed at their meeting on January 27 at 10am and for the public meeting at noon.
1. New Business
4. Legislature updates
Bill H.688 was shown to the committee, “An act relating to addressing climate change”. This bill is in an early draft stage but has a large number of sponsors.
CO suggested that the energy committee could write a letter to our Springfield representatives encouraging them to support this bill as the bill progresses through the House. We should revisit this .
The Transportation Climate Initiative (TCI) legislation was discussed briefly. 
4. Added - HW: Discuss newspaper articles
Hallie discussed an article related to carbon sequestration in soils.
CO suggested that the energy committee could look into  submitting a report occasionally to “The Springfield Reporter” to inform the public about topics relevant t our mission such as carbon sequestration, and what people around town are doing to conserve and be more energy efficient.

1. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm.
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Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: Thursday February 20, 2020, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.  
