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Energy Committee Minutes: December 19, 2019
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Brian Abild, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray (at the end of meeting)
Absent: Dave Yesman (no notice)
Guests: Art Abild

1. Call Meeting to Order
Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:36pm.
1.  Additions to the Agenda
CO: “Stretch Code” presentation report
HW: Petition to get scales back at recycling center
1. Secretary’s Report
October 17, 2019 Minutes
MM moved to accept the minutes as submitted, CO seconded the motion, all in favor to accept the minutes.
October 23, 2019 Minutes
MM moved to accept the minutes as submitted, HW seconded the motion, all in favor to accept the minutes.
November 21, 2019 Minutes
CO moved to accept the minutes as submitted, HW seconded the motion, all in favor to accept the minutes.
1. Old Business
3. Update Vital Communities/Springfield Energy Committee volunteer outreach event
CO: The event will be held at the Town Hall on January 7, 2020 starting at 5:30 p.m..
CO: The document “Energy Savings Outreach Volunteer Roles” was distributed to the committee by e-mail.
A list of mobile home residents was requested from the town hall by PM. P.M. will follow up to obtain the document. Steve Geller of SEVCA was contacted about finding connections for mobile home weatherization. SEVCA will be available to help with forms that need to be filled out.
3. Update on Energy Chapter
CO: The chapter was given to Renee Vondle by Tom Yennerell to prepare to turn over to the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (SWCRPC). The chapter is in the final stages of preparation and will be turned over shortly. Joe Wilson of the Springfield Planning Commission forwarded his thanks for all the work the Energy committee has put into this.
3. Report on Weatherization event at town hall and open house at Brian’s
CO: Everyone present attended the weatherization event. 
Brian Abild: He enjoyed hosting the home visit. He would be willing to do it again in the spring. Because only a few people showed up, we should consider more promotion for the next one. 
1. New Business
4. Brian’s net metering ideas
Solar credits received in Vermont from the power company expire after one year. This has the odd effect of encouraging people who built up significant credits to use them (by using more power) or lose them. Green Mountain Power allows customers to share credits, but only when they pay a $6.50/month fee for each person they share with. Brian’s idea is that multiple towns, through their energy committees, could cooperate to set up a system to allow people to donate extra credits into a credit fund. The credits could then be distributed to other people who need them. CO will connect with other energy committees in Windsor County to talk about this idea.
4. “Stretch Code” presentation report
BA and CO attended this presentation at the offices of SWCRPC.
Under the new rules, any new construction added onto an existing home would need a new blower door test. There was a discussion at our meeting about the desirability of creating air circulation using mechanical ventilation after tightening all leaks, rather than leaving random leaks to accomplish the same amount of ventilation.  For commercial construction, there will be new rules for requiring electric vehicle charging stations.
4. Petition to get scales back at recycling center
HW explained some of reasons why the old system of charging by the weight of the trash was fairer. The current system of charging by the bag is unfairly penalizing people who are diligent about reducing their waste and rewarding people who are not.
There was a discussion about the correct time to present the completed petition to the select board. It could be sooner at the select board meeting this coming Monday during the public comment section, or later, when this could be on the official agenda. It was thought that an attempt should be made to try to officially add it to the agenda for the Monday meeting. 
1. Adjournment
CO moved that the meeting be adjourned, MM seconded, all in favor.
Meeting adjourned at 8:01 pm.
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: Thursday January 16, 2019, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.  

