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Energy Committee Minutes: October 17, 2019
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Brian Abild, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray
Absent: Dave Yesman (no notification/no reason)
Guests: Art Abild, Sarah Brock (Vital Communities)

Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:38pm.

1. Additions to the agenda
CO: The order of the agenda was changed to allow Sarah Brock to present first. It was agreed to postpone 
1.  Secretary’s Report
September 19, 2019 Minutes – MM made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by PM, all in favor.
1. Old Business:
2. Response to rule 5.100:
Discussion of the responses to the PUC (Public Utility Commission) request for comment.
CO pointed out some possible additional changes due to late-breaking input from the regional and local planning committees.
HW expressed concern about the unfair sequence of votes regarding the Cynthia Martin solar project.
PM: The Cynthia Martin solar project vote was a situation that would not normally occur. The selectboard needs input from both the regional and local planning committees, so we should stick with requiring a vote from all three bodies.
CO pointed out it would create bad will to leave out the Planning Committee.
Discussion of requiring all three votes.
BA: Could the rule be that it requires approval from two out of three committees?
CO: Could the selectboard and planning committee take a single combined vote?
PM: Probably not.
CO made a motion to suggest that all three bodies vote. BA seconded the motion. HW abstained. All else in favor. Motion passed.
PM mentioned that the checklist in the energy plan was helpful in the selectboard discussion.
CO will submit our responses to the PUC tomorrow.
2. Response to questions from selectboard re: energy chapter
The proposed responses as written by CO were presented. There were no objections.
2. Button Up Dates for workshop and home visit
CO: There will be a workshop at the next energy committee meeting.
CO and BA will work out a date for his home visit.
2. Vital Communities and Mobile Home Parks
Sarah Brock of Vital Communities presented their plan for the “Mobile Home Energy Efficiency Project” for the first year. She explained the rationale to start a project focusing on mobile homes. This is in the early stages of what could be a multi-year effort. Efficiency Vermont is interested in helping. The existing ‘COVER’ organization is a natural source of knowledge because they have extensive local experience with mobile homes. Initially, the Springfield area will serve as a pilot for this effort. The Energy Committee will be able to aid by finding both participants and volunteers. Vital Communities is developing a brochure to demystify the existing programs that could cover the mobile home population.
Questions:
PM: What is “COVER”?
SB: It is a volunteer organization of home repair workers who can perform emergency repairs of leaks, build ramps for recently disabled residents, etc.
PM: How do you reach out to residents of mobile homes that are on isolated lots rather than in mobile home parks?
SB: We will need to figure this out.
PM: He might be able to get information from the Springfield assessor. 
HW: Is this program strictly limited to Springfield residents?
SB: Not necessarily, but the focus will be on the Springfield area.
SB: The initial step for this fall will be to do research on how to effectively launch the program.
The committee agreed we would like to help with this.
CO: The Lions Club is actively looking for new service projects.
1. New business:
3. Annual Report
The Annual Report as written by CO was reviewed. There were no objections.
3. Net metering ideas: Brian: Deferred because of time.
1. Develop November agenda: Deferred because of time.
1. Adjournment: 8:04 pm
BA made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by MM, all in favor. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: November 21, 2019, for a Button-Up event. Time and venue to be announced  
