Town of Springfield
Energy Committee Minutes: September 19, 2019
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Brian Abild, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray
Absent: Dave Yesman (medical)
Guests: Art Abild 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:36 pm.

1. Additions to the agenda
CO: Added Vital Communities announcement.
1.  Secretary’s Report
August 15, 2019 Minutes – MM made a motion to accept the minutes, seconded by BA, all in favor.
1. Old Business:
2. ECOCHALLENGE update:
BA: Gave info to Moose Club. There was no interest.
CO: Presented at the Lions Club, suggested the Lions Club as a separate team.
CO: Thought it would be good to have separate Lions Club and Springfield teams to encourage friendly competition.
PM: Will read the announcement at the next Selectboard meeting.
2. Pollinators
HW: Will be connecting with teachers at Riverside on October 4.
CO: Has talked about this to Andy Bladyka. She will also talk to Jeff Strong.
MM: Has noticed that many homeowners in town have reduced their mowing frequency.
2. Energy Chapter, strategy for September 24 meeting
CO: The energy plan still needs to be approved by the select board.
CO: Jason Rasmussen will be at the meeting. Encouraged other members to be there.
CO: Presented a summary of changes that have been made at the previous request of the Select Board.
CO: Will make a printed summary copy for HW. Will send a copy of the current plan to BA.
1. New business:
3. Response to rule 5.100
Discussion of additional input:
Remove from Section 7 Page 11: “or a specific location that is identified in 
a joint letter of support from the municipal legislative body and municipal and regional planning commissions in the community where the net-metering system will be located”.

Discussion and agreement of our response to the PUC (Public Utility Commission) numbered questions:
#16 – Apply mitigation.
#17 – Only approved by the Selectboard to shorten the local process.
#18 – Walkthrough a checklist on town criteria, verify with joint letter.
#19 – Brian Abild: Ask where the benefit of the solar energy being produced is going to.
#20 – Only to verify, but not to nullify.

Char Osterlund will take this input, combine it with input from the regional planning committee, then write a draft letter. We can finalize the draft letter at our Oct 17 meeting. PM was asked if he had any objection to having the Selectboard be the local decider of preferred sites. He didn’t have an objection.

3. Button Up
CO: Efficiency Vermont has increased incentives to help Vermonters with moderate incomes.
BA: Volunteered his home to use for a Button Up “Home Tour”. 
BA made a motion to for the Energy Committee to participate in the “Button Up” campaign. CO seconded the motion. All in favor.
3. Vital Communities Announcement
CO: Explained their intention to help mobile home residents.
PM: We could send this announcement to the local mobile home parks.
Discussion: We would need more information to determine what we could do to help.
CO: We can invite Vital Communities to speak to our committee. Char will talk to Sarah Brock from VC to get more information.
1. Develop October agenda: Brian will share his idea about net metering credits.

PM reported that he didn’t have any state level news to report on the possibility of installing solar at the airport. He has looked at the property lines and determined the state of Vermont owns the land. He suggested one of the commercial solar companies might have the expertise to find a way to move this along.
1. Adjournment: 7:58 pm
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: October 17, 2019, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.  
