Town of Springfield
Energy Committee Minutes: August 15, 2019
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Brian Abild, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray
[bookmark: _GoBack]Absent: Dave Yesman (no notice)
Guests: Art Abild 

Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:37pm.

1. Additions to the agenda
CO: Added Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission Regional Roundtable announcement.
1.  Secretary’s Report
July 18, 2019 Minutes – HW made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by BA, all in favor.
1. Old Business:
2. ECOCHALLENGE update:
CO: Announcements were put into several local media outlets, such as the UU church bulletin, the Springfield Reporter, and the SAPA and Chamber of Commerce web sites. Posters were handed out for the committee members to post around town.
PM: Peter had tried to find a state plan for placing solar sites at airports. It apparently is allowable, but he was not sure who he should talk to at the state level.
HW: Suggested he talk first to Alice Emmons and Kristi Morris.
PM: Will contact both.
CO: Suggested he contact Norwich Solar.
BA: Suggested Prudent Living in Windsor.
2. Pollinators
CO: Pointed out HWs success in convincing the hospital to enact “reduced mowing” as covered by the local newspaper.
CO: Suggested the back area of the Fire Department as another possibility and suggested that we look at other areas that the town owns.
HW: Suggested that committee members do a survey of the area for other possibilities.
CO: At the next meeting, we’ll put the results into a list.
2. Energy Chapter, next stop
CO: The energy plan still needs to be approved by the select board. This will likely be in October.
1. New business:
3. Presentation by Brian Abild - Financial effects of offsetting the energy costs of air-source heat pumps with solar power.
Brian presented a detailed analysis of his own experience over 5 years. The analysis showed the tradeoffs observed using a combination of solar generation, battery storage, a heat pump, and an oil furnace across the seasons. This type of analysis could serve as a model for analyzing town heating and cooling costs.
CO: Asked Brian to look at the energy plan after it passes and see how this could be made to fit into the plan.
AA: Pointed out the crucial role batteries play in making solar usable.
CO: Asked Brian to write a summary paragraph that could be used in the next Energy Committee report.
CO: Will give Efficiency Vermont contact information that BA can use for the Moose club.
1. Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission Regional Roundtable
CO: The meeting will be on September 10. Several members expressed an interest in attending this.
1. Develop September agenda:
CO: Go over the “mowing” survey.
CO: Discuss the results of the Regional Roundtable.
1. Adjournment: 7:34 pm
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: September 19, 2019, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.  
