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Energy Committee Minutes: July 18, 2019
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Brian Abild, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray
Absent: Dave Yesman (gave notice, no reason)
Speaker: Robert Dostis (Green Mountain Power)
Guests: Art Abild, Mike Martin. Kristi Morris 

Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:34pm.
Introductions from all present.

1. Guest Speaker: Robert Dostis from Green Mountain Power
About 10 years ago, GMP dealt with around 30 suppliers of power. Today, they deal with 10’s of thousands of suppliers. Big storms are becoming more frequent and are causing more damage to the power distribution system. Because of this, GMP is seeking to create more independence and resiliency for the grid. Solar power and battery storage are key to accomplishing these goals.
CO: Asked about how they deal with many new small power sources.
RD: 30% of the load is now supplied through net metering. At the beginning, there was a need for incentivizing new sources financially. As time has gone on, it has become more difficult to support this. Currently, there is now 400MW of solar capacity in Vermont and 24MW of battery backup.
CO: If a goal is to grow solar supplies, can they afford to not keep incentivizing? 
RD: From GMPs viewpoint, the best solar additions are close to the load they will be servicing and on a larger scale than individual homeowners.
HW: Is larger better?
RD: Large arrays by themselves don’t provide resiliency. Their two highest priorities right now are resilience and reducing carbon. Promoting electric vehicles is important for GMP. Extensive information can be found on their web site.
KM: Asked about woodchip (biomass) production.
RD/All: Discussion agreeing that biomass is transitional. It helps the goal of renewable, but not necessarily the reduction of carbon.
RD: He will send us information about limited free Tesla PowerWall batteries for approved people in need.
PM: Suggested RD could contact Springfield area hospitals to identify people with special needs (dangers from power failures).
KM: Asked what the best way would be to convince people to care about these issues.
RD: The best way is through economics. If it becomes cheaper to use solar power and purchase or lease electric vehicles, they will take off in the marketplace.
CO: What are the possibilities that GMP will give small grants for promotion?
RD: They normally don’t do that, but he will look into the possibility.

1. Additions to the agenda
CO: Because of time constraints, the” New Business” agenda item will be moved to the next meeting.
1.  Secretary’s Report
June 20, 2019 Minutes – PM made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by BA, all in favor.
1. Old Business:
3. ECOCHALLENGE update:
CO: Talked to a representative of the Springfield Coop to suggest cross-promotional possibilities.
CO: Will give a presentation at the town library in the latter half of August.
CO would like to give the presentation at the Elks Lodge. BA will look into possible dates.
CO would like to give the presentation at the Moose Lodge. BA will find the name of the person to contact.
CO asked PM about contact info for the Rotary Club. PM will look into it.
3. August 8, 6:30 p.m. Planning Commission public hearing for energy chapter
CO: The previous meeting had not been warned properly, so this is a do-over.
1. New business:
4. Moved to the next meeting
1. Develop August agenda:
Brian Abild will give a presentation at our next meeting on the financial effects of offsetting the energy costs of air-source heat pumps with solar power.
1. Adjournment: 8:00 pm
PM: Moved to adjourn, BA: Seconded, all in favor.
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: August 15, 2019, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.  
