Town of Springfield
Energy Committee Minutes: June 20, 2019
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Brian Abild, Dave Yesman
Absent: Melissa MacKenzie (had an appointment), Peter MacGillivray (vacation)
Guest: Art Abild

Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:34pm.

1. Additions to the agenda
HW: Would like to report on her efforts to reduce mowing on hillsides. 
BA: Would like to add an item to next month’s agenda.
1. Secretary’s Report
May 16, 2019 Minutes – A correction made in two places from John “Farmer” to John “Harmer”. HW made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected, seconded by CO, all in favor.
1. Old Business:
2. LED money:
CO: Because our potential recipients were not ready to accept the money, it will roll over to next year and we will have 9 thousand dollars to spend.
2. Next steps for the Chapter 9 energy plan
CO: There will be a public hearing on Thursday, June 27 at 6:30pm. CO will not be presenting at the meeting, but will instead concentrate on any questions from the public.
2. Eco challenge
CO will meet with the marketing person from the Springfield Coop to see if there are possibilities for joint promotional activities.
CO is planning on giving a short presentation to local service clubs.
CO showed the initial PowerPoint presentation to the committee for comment.
DY: Discussed the split between older people who can be reached with newspapers and younger people who respond to social media.
CO: Sees the need to use all forms of communication available.
HW: Mentioned that one to one personal communication is also very effective.
1. New business:
3. Legislative updates
CO: A highlight is the bill H529 that will use the 2 million dollars received in the Volkswagen settlement to promote electric vehicles.
3. HW gave a report on her personal efforts to add plants to the Springfield Hospital hillside banks to reduce the need for mowing. The overall goal is to improve the soil quality and help sequester carbon.
1. Develop July agenda:
CO: Robert Dostis from Green Mountain Power will present at our next meeting.
Brian Abild would like to give a presentation at our next meeting on the financial effects of offsetting the energy costs of air-source heat pumps with solar power.
The committee agreed to add this to our agenda.
CO will be asking the select board and planning committee to attend our next meeting as guests.

1. Adjournment: 7:30 pm
DY: Moved to adjourn, CO: Seconded, all in favor
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

[bookmark: _GoBack]Next Meeting: July 18, 2019, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.  
