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Energy Committee Minutes: May 16, 2019
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Peter MacGillivray, Hallie Whitcomb, Brian Abild
Absent: Melissa MacKenzie (notified, no reason stated NRS) Dave Yesman, (notified, NRS)

Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:36pm.

1. Additions to the agenda
CO: Strike “Library LEDS” from today’s agenda. No additional info.
CO: Added discussion of a letter to be sent to the PUC (Public Utilities Commission).
1. Secretary’s Report
April 18, 2019 Minutes – CO made motion to accept minutes as presented, seconded by SO, all in favor.
1. Old Business:
2. Energy Chapter:
CO: Explanation of the Chapter 9 criteria clarifications. Some re-ordering and combining of the current text were made. Some references to other sections were replaced with the actual text to make it clear without having to look up on other pages. A reference to “close proximity” was replaced with the specific value of “100 feet”.
After a discussion of the clarifications, all members of the committee voiced their agreement.
BA: Motion to accept the clarifications. SO seconded the motion, all in favor.
HW: Asked if the select board would be happy with the previous additions of criteria and clarifications.
CO: Pointed out that this document will not apply to the upcoming public hearing this month.
PM: Further clarified that the document hasn’t been officially accepted yet.
PM: Mentioned that today’s agenda document unintentionally had the previous meeting’s date in the header.
1. New business:
3. Discussion of PUC letter
CO: Explained “Case No. 19-0855-RULE_Proposed revisions to Vermont Public Utility Commission Rule 5.100”. The proposed rules eliminate the ability of municipalities and regional planning commissions to designate a “preferred site” through a joint letter. This means municipalities and regional planning commissions must rely solely on preferred sites that are specifically identified in municipal plans. A response from the Springfield Energy Committee was prepared by CO and discussed at the meeting.
It was pointed out that it was logically impossible to specifically identify every single possible site in an area as large as Springfield. Doing so would limit the possibilities of meeting our goals.
PM: Strongly disagreed with the proposed PUC revision.
HW: Moved that the response letter as written be sent to the PUC. BA seconded the motion. All in favor.
3. Tech Center Visit:
HW: Reported that the meeting was a positive experience for all involved. She talked to John Farmer about not mowing and creating pollinator fields in lieu of lawn mowing. John Farmer was willing to donate some seedlings to the project. The culinary arts teacher seems very interested in programs such as composting and using less plastic. Scott Farr invited us back whenever we had anything to discuss.
3. Legislative updates
CO: Reported there weren’t any updates because all the relevant bills are currently stuck in committee.
3. Drawdown
Three committee members attended a Drawdown presentation at the library. This is a program that researched solutions to reversing global warming.  Drawdown is a reference to the point in time greenhouse gasses peak and start to decline. After that event Char saw mention of an ECO Challenge in the Forum section of the Valley News, so she contacted the author of the letter to get more info,  and was referred to the Northwest Earth Institute.
CO: Showed a slide presentation she prepared to show how Drawdown, NWEI and our energy goals link together. She asked the committee if we should move forward with an Eco Challenge in October. 
PM: Proposed how we could show chains of single-use plastic bottles to contrast with one reusable container. 
The committee unanimously agreed to move to the next phase to see how we could take advantage of this challenge.
3. Vital Communities Conference
The 4 committee members who attended the “Upper Valley Energy Committee Roundtable” in West Lebanon, NH on May 7 reported their impressions. All agreed it was valuable, but it would have been helpful if we had more time to mix with the members of the other committees and vendors.

1. Develop May agenda:
HW: Relayed a message from John Pugh that he would like to attend future meetings as a member of the public.

1. Adjournment: 7:48 pm
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: June 20, 2019, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.  
