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Energy Committee Minutes: March 21, 2019
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray, Hallie Whitcomb
Guests: Jon Pugh, Brian Abild
Absent: Dave Yesman (didn’t contact)

Organizational Meeting: Meeting called to order by Char Osterlund at 6:41pm.

SO opened nominations for Chair.
MM nominated Char Osterlund for Chair. CO accepted.
HW moved to close nominations.
All in favor of electing Char Osterlund as Chair.

CO opened nominations for Vice-Chair
No nominations were made.
CO moved to table the Vice-chair election until the next meeting.
HW seconded the motion. All in favor.

CO opened nominations for Secretary.
CO nominated Steve Osterlund for Secretary. SO accepted.
All in favor of electing Steve Osterlund as Secretary.

CO: Discussion to adopt “Robert’s Rules of Procedure”.
PM/CO: Agreed that we would be voting on the “modified” form of the rules.
PM moved that we accept “Robert’s Rules of Procedure-Modified”.
MM seconded the motion.
All in favor.

Adjourn Organizational Meeting to Regular Meeting
CO called regular meeting to order at 6:46pm.
1. Additions to the agenda: None
1. Secretary’s Report: February 21, 2019: Identification of two minor typos. HW made motion made to accept minutes as amended, seconded by MM, all in favor.
1. Old Business:
2. Energy Chapter:
CO:  Reminder that a public meeting to review the energy chapter with the Select Board will be on March 25 at 6:00 p.m.
CO: Report on the public meeting of the Planning Commission to discuss the Energy Chapter on March 13. George McNaughton asked if hydro power was in the new energy chapter. CO told him just as data in a table showing energy generators in town. She explained that dams destroy the river ecology, are super expensive to build, and the licensing process is long and expensive.
2. Dept of Public Works updates
CO: Report on the project to install LED lighting at the Town Garage. Jeff Strong received an estimate which was very high because of the scope of the project. He is looking to get a second estimate and will keep us in the loop. He may have to down size the project.


2. Legislative update
CO: Urged us to call our legislators to support the upcoming Vermont legislative vote to raise money for weatherization through a 2 cent per gallon tax on heating oil. Char also said she testified at the State budget hearing that was in Springfield to use the Volkswagen settlement money for electric vehicles rather than diesel, and to increase the money available for weatherization. About six other people also advocated for energy related issues.
.

1. New business:
3. Recommendation to select board re: solar site at 903 French Meadow Road
MM: Mentioned that she thought Joel from Norwich Solar Technologies at the joint Select Board and Planning Commission meeting did not directly answer George McNaughton’s questions.
PM: Explained that George’s questions were unfair, because Norwich couldn’t legally determine what other usages the proposed solar site would have. Only the landowner could do that.

During the discussion the committee discussed the aesthetics criteria as it applies to the site.  Norwich Solar Technologies has agreed to mitigate the impact which is consistent with the siting criteria. The committee discussed the positions put forth by the owner of the property and the abutters. Solar sites will always abut someone’s property. Some people think solar arrays are ugly. Others think they are beautiful. CO mentioned that we should look at it through the lens of the “common good” of expanding solar capacity in Springfield and the other economic benefits, otherwise we would constantly be in a struggle to decide which individual has more rights, the property owner or the abutters.

The committee also discussed solar citing criteria 3 (d) The project should not be placed over prime agricultural soils, or in such a manner as to interfere with the historical use of an area for agricultural purposes. Major points made by the committee: 
· Arrays do not destroy agricultural soils, they preserve them. Although the property owner does not intend to graze sheep on the site, there is nothing in the agreement that prohibits sheep grazing. 
· Norwich Solar Technology is amenable to planting grasses and pollinators on the site. Pollinators are vital to agriculture.
· Agriculture in Vermont is evolving, and many farmers are diversifying and finding innovative ways to be sustainable. The Martin property has long been used for agricultural purposes and will be able to continue so by harvesting solar energy.
· Norwich Solar Technologies is complying with state requirements about agricultural soil and will stockpile any soil that is disturbed by this project. It does not interfere with the historical use, but rather makes innovative use of the land and preserves it for future, more traditional agriculture.
· Agreement that this site meets the environmental impact criteria 3 (d).

HW: Made motion to support the solar site at 903 French Meadow Road. Seconded by SO
 Motion passed. Five members voted Yea; Peter MacGillivray abstained in deference to his membership on the Select Board.
3. 3500 Vermont: Hallie Whitcomb presentation
Hallie recently attended a meeting at the Unitarian Church in Chester where 20 people discussed climate change and regenerative agriculture. The same organization is planning an April event in Springfield at the library. Hallie handed out copies of a newspaper article titled “Work with the land to restore health to all”.
3. Jon Pugh: ideas to share
Jon pointed out that SAPA is listing the energy committee meeting as being at 7pm instead of 6:30pm. CO said that she will correct that.
Discussion of an idea to take a waste product (mash) from micro-breweries and drying and grinding it to sell to bakeries or starting a bakery. At some point Trout River Brewery had been donating their mash to a local pig farmer. That farmer is getting out of the business, so Jon suggested starting with Trout River.
CO: Jon doesn’t need our permission to pursue this. After doing research, he can come back to see if we can help with the next steps.
HW stated that we need to have a local composting facility.
CO asked if the town owns property near the prison.
PM: We own about 25 acres. A problem with the site is that a road would probably need to be upgraded for access.
HW explained an idea for promoting the concept of “soil banks”. By cutting back on mowing around town, a better environment will be created for pollinators and the soil will have a chance to be restored. It might be possible for the well-regarded Springfield Garden Club to endorse this idea.
PM offered to ask Trout River Brewery about what they are doing with their waste “mash”.
CO and SO offered to visit the brewery in Windsor to explore the same.

1.  Adjournment: 7:50pm
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: April 18, 2019, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station. 
