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Energy Committee Minutes: Sept 20, 2018
Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Melissa MacKenzie, Dave Yesman (at 7:00 p.m.), and Jeff Epstein (reporter from the Eagle Times) as guest.

Absent: Mike Knoras, Peter MacGillivray

Call to order: 6:35pm.

1. Additions to the agenda:  HW : future discussion about soil, sequestering carbon.
1. Secretary’s Report:   August 27, 2018
MM moved that the August 27 minutes be accepted with the spelling correction. CO seconded the motion. All in favor.
1. Updates
2. “Chapter 9”:The Planning Commission will review the first part at their October 3 meeting.
2. “Button Up”
CO: The event is officially on. She will provide light refreshments. We will be doing tabling at the event. She asked Efficiency Vermont to provide a sign to put on the Plaza median area.
MM: Made the point that church dinners haven’t worked well for tabling.
MM: Last time she was stuck on the second floor of the library. MM will talk to the library about getting on the first floor.
CO: Spoke to the AppleFest. They only do crafts, not tabling.
MM: Brought up the idea of tabling at the movie theater. CO will ask the theater.
CO will send out the sign-up sheet for the tabling schedule.
CO will see if student volunteers are available to help.
HW: We should focus on the transfer station in October when the weather is better and indoor places in November.
CO: Election Day is also a possibility.
All: Initial sign-ups for tabling schedule slots.
CO: Suggested possibilities for publicity photo ops at the transfer station.
CO: Showed press release. The presenter has already okayed the text.
1. Mike Knoras report – re tech ed and energy certified: MK was not present to deliver the report.
1. Megan Chambers (EV) offer
Discussion about whether we would like an Efficiency Vermont residential specialist to address the Energy Committee at one of our meetings. Interest was expressed in receiving information on the level of the contractors or specialists.
MM moved that we invite the specialist to a meeting. HW seconded the motion. All in favor.
1. Resolution - VERMONT LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS CLIMATE ACTION COMMUNITIES (VLCTCAC) PROGRAM
CO: After initially seeing the Dashboard presentation,Walter Martone thought that passing a city resolution through the select board would be a good idea.
CO presented a refresher on the VLCTCAC Energy Dashboard.
HW asked about the difference between VLCTCAC and Efficiency Vermont.
CO: VLCTCAC emphasizes community awareness and data collection; Efficiency Vermont deals with incentives. They both promote energy conservation and efficiency.
CO: Pointed out that there is overlap between the goals in the town energy plan and setting goals with VLCTCAC. Resolving to become a climate action community may be an added layer to what we are doing. One advantage is that by making the resolution, we get Springfield’s name out in a positive way.
HW pointed out that this may only be confusing to most people.
CO will do more research to see what the value of a resolution would be.
1. Strategic Planning: Breakdown
DY: Why are we rehashing this?
CO: We are looking at it to see what actions the energy committee can take directly, and what actions need to be done at the town/policy level.
CO asked the committee if we want to work directly with the town and in what way.
DY: Don’t involve Tom Yennerell directly, just ask his permission. 
CO: This section will be deferred to a later time.
1. Addition to agenda from HW
Discussion of a possible presentation to the committee on soils and their ability to sequester carbon.
HW will collect more talking points for the future.
MM: Promotion of reduced mowing could depend on communication and repetition.
CO suggested that it might be possible to develop some cooperation with the Unitarian Church that is already working on this, and maybe see if the library could be involved.

CO gave an official meeting warning that the October 4 event will be a special meeting of the Energy Committee.
CO: At our next regular meeting, we may need to respond to any issues brought up by the Planning Commission review.

Adjournment:  It was moved by DY and seconded by CO to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 p.m. All in favor.


Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Special Meeting: October 4, 2018 at the First Congregational Church: Efficiency Vermont Workshops. Doors open at 5:30pm.
Next Meeting: October 18, 2018, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.

