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 Energy Committee Minutes: August 27, 2018
The meeting was held at the Springfield Town Hall. (The meeting on August 16, 2018 was cancelled because there wasn’t a quorum. The attendees at that meeting were Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, and Melissa MacKenzie.)

Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray.
Absent: Dave Yesman, Mike Knoras
Call to order: 6:34pm.

1. Additions to the agenda: CO added “Megan Chambers Report”
1. Secretary’s Report:   June 21, and July 19, 2018
· MM moved that the June 21 minutes be accepted as submitted. SO: Seconded the motion. All in favor.
· HW moved that the July 19 minutes be accepted as submitted. MM: Seconded the motion. All in favor.
1. Button UP:
· CO: Presented the two Button Up programs that Efficiency Vermont is sponsoring: Champ and Hero. 
· PM: Asked if the Cold Climate Heat Pump presentation included information on hot water heating.
· PM: Pointed out that the life of a Heat Pump may only be 10-15 years.
· Discussion of “Modern Wood Heating Workshop”.
· HW: Moved that we participate in the Efficiency Vermont Button Up Champ program. 
· PM: Seconded the motion. All in favor.
· PM: We should look into getting a table at the Apple Festival. CO will follow up with that.
· Discussion: Consensus that we should do both the “Modern Wood Heating” and “Cold Climate Heat Pumps” workshops. Committee members would also like to explore the possibility of doing two workshops on the same day.
1. Chapter 9
· The energy chapter will be presented at the October planning commission meeting. CO asked the committee to approve some minor changes and to discuss one last time if we want to name specific sites that can not be developed for renewable energy.
· Change: Wording of 7B, (a) was changed to: The majority of Springfield offers very fast internet speeds. We should promote this asset to further telecommuting.
· Deletion: 7D, (c). This has been accomplished.
· Table 7 needs a source listed in the footnotes.
· PM asked why bio-mass isn’t listed as a type of renewable energy. CO will check with Jason Rasmusseen about this.
· Discussion ensued about whether we should mention specific sites that should not be developed for renewable energy instead of the criteria for those sites. Some major points of discussion: The goal is to promote the generation of renewable energy. People have different views of what is aesthetically pleasing. If one site is mentioned, that might possibly open a floodgate of requests for other sites. SO: Motion to not name specific locations in the energy plan as sites not to be developed for renewable energy. CO seconded the motion. All in favor.
· HW: Expressed disagreement with the language in the energy plan regarding hiding solar sites with landscaping.
· CO: Found in state statute, that in planning, screening requirements can’t be more restrictive for solar than for other commercial usages. 
· Discussion: It is probably desirable to compromise with members of the public that may not want solar sites to be obviously visible.
1.  “Megan Chambers Report”
· CO: Megan Chambers asked for our help in distributing promotional flyers for Efficiency Vermont’s campaign for energy efficiency and conservation to Springfield businesses.
· CO and PM agreed to distribute the material to businesses on Main St in Springfield.
 
Adjournment:  It was moved by SO and seconded by CO to adjourn the meeting at 7:46 p.m. All in favor.
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next Meeting: September 20, 2018, 6:30 p.m. in the community room at the police station.

