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 Energy Committee Minutes: July 19, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 6:37 PM by Char Osterlund. The meeting was held at the Springfield Town Hall.

Present: Char Osterlund, Steve Osterlund, Hallie Whitcomb, Melissa MacKenzie, Walter Martone (ex officio, Select Board), Rob Fish, Outreach and Engagement Manager – EAN (Energy Action Network), Ian Hitchcock - VRNC (Vermont Natural Resources Council)
Absent: Dave Yesman, Peter MacGillivray, Mike Knoras
Call to order: 6:37pm.
1. Guest presenters – Rob Fish and Ian Hitchcock
The guest presenters visited to give an overview of the Dashboard web site (Progress Timeline, Town Energy Statistics, Using the Atlas for Energy Planning, etc.). The URL is “vtenergydashboard.org”.

Introductions from all attendees. RF asked for an overview of what the energy committee has been working on.
HW related the historical beginnings of the Springfield Energy Committee.
CO summarized the activities of the committee over the last two years, including projects for the Police, Fire, and Library municipal buildings.
WM pointed out that from the view of the select board the positive results can be seen in the departmental budgets.
CO: We have been receiving money from the town to directly support town projects.
Rob Fish: EAN has been looking for new ways that town energy committees can receive support. What are the committee’s challenges?
WM pointed out the unwillingness of the state to support newer ideas to expand solar installations to roads, parking lots, and roofs.
Rob Fish distributed paper copies of the EAN report “90% Renewable by 2050”.

The presenters gave us a live walkthrough of the energy dashboard site and showed the many ways the data can be visualized. They told the us that our town could become aThey pointed out some of the limitations of the data and how it can be sometimes incomplete. A preview was given on some improvements that are currently under development. 

Question and Answer session:
Rob Fish: People learn in different ways; Some respond to data, some by stories of other’s experiences, and some through direct experience of their own neighbors. The dashboard tries to tie these different views into a single easy to use web site. The data only comes from official sources, for example, Certificates of Public Good filed with the Vermont Public Service Board for solar projects, information from Efficiency Vermont official projects, and aggregated data from electric utility companies.
CO: How are other town committees using the dashboard?
The information is being used for creating newsletter material and to find examples of successful projects from other committees. A town can become a climate action community and receive support for energy planning from EAN.
 
Adjournment:  It was moved by MM and seconded by CO to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m. All in favor.
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next meeting: 6:30pm Thursday, August 16, 2018 at the Police Station in the Community Room.
