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 Energy Committee Minutes: February 15, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 6:34 PM by Char Osterlund.

Present: Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray, Steve Osterlund, Walter Martone, Hallie Whitcomb, Mike Knoras, and guest Jason Rasmussen (SWCRPC)
Absent: None

1. Additions to the agenda:  None
2. Secretary’s Report: January 18, 2017:  DY/MK moved and seconded that the minutes from January 18, 2017 be accepted. All in favor. 
3. Energy Chapter
Question for Jason: ‘Costs’ are not defined, could it be more explicit? JR: Our plan is OK.
Question for Jason: Will he compare our plan to checklist? JR: Yes. Suggested that we should compare again to the checklist between the Planning Commission review and the Select Board review. WM: Pointed out that the regional planning commission plan will not be approved until July.
Question for Jason: What is the status of the ‘maps’ section? MK: It would be simpler to designate where we don’t want solar installations. MM: Discussion about the possibility to mark or superimpose desired solar sites on the existing calculated solar map. MK: Expressed the desire to have the Superfund sites marked red on the map. Discussion about how the current solar sites being considered as ‘preferred sites’ didn’t appear on the current calculated map. JR said that the maps list potential sites. The maps JR has access to are t the most detailed ones that he has access to.
4. Recommendation for ‘preferred sites’
JR: Pointed out that officially ‘preferred’ sites get a better rate from the utilities and a speedier process. WM: There are two ways for a site to become ‘preferred’: it is specifically in the town plan or in a 3-party letter (Planning Commission, Selectboard and Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission). HW: Although it is desirable to not clear-cut forest area for solar, we sometime need to compromise. CO: Once a site is declared ‘preferred’ the next step in the process considers additional factors. JR: The regional plan still doesn’t designate specific sites.
CO: Do we want to designate ‘preferred’ sites? WM: Expressed the desire to list ‘preferred’ and ‘not preferred’ sites. If we don’t list these, do we really have ‘substantial deference’ from the Public Utility Commission (PUC)? JR: Yes, if approved our plan gets ‘substantial deference’ for the criteria that we list for preferred and non-preferred sites. SO: Do we have a mechanism for identifying ‘not preferred’ or off-limit sites? CO: PM: We should consider this as a living document. Town plans can be amended. We could update the off-limit areas later in the plan.
MK: Motion to stay with the general criteria in the plan rather than specifically list sites.
DY: Seconded the motion.
Motion approved. Walter Martone voted against. Hallie Whitcomb abstained.
JR: His impression is that the energy committee prefers to stay with the status quo in the plan. He will make some modifications to the statistical appendix to the map section. He pointed out that the SWCRPC maps are only a general guide.
WM: Concluded that we will need to use the ‘3-party letter’ mechanism to get a ‘preferred site’ status. MK: Zoning could help. WM: Zoning is not applicable to renewable energy siting.
MK: Asked JR about the progress of other town energy committees.
WM: Made a motion to back the Select Board decision on the 3 preferred sites that the Select Board has designated.
PM: Seconded the motion. All approved.
5. Hartness Airport update on H.620
PM: Reported on pending Vermont State House Bill H.620 with intriguing language related to using existing state airport land as solar sites. Suggested that contractors should be made aware of this and that we should get our state legislators involved. 
MK: Made a motion for the Energy Committee to encourage the Select Board to pursue siting a renewable energy installation at Hartness State Airport.
DY: Seconded the motion.
MK took back his original motion and replaced it with a motion for the Energy Committee to encourage the Select Board to pursue siting a renewable energy installation at Hartness State Airport and for the Select Board to back H.620.
    DY: Seconded the amended motion.
Motion approved by all.
6. Weatherization Campaign Updates: About 25 people have signed up to express an interest. Of those, 4 have taken the first step of filling out the questionnaire, and 3 have scheduled their walk throughs. CO asked for suggestions for getting the word out. 
MK: Possibly arrange to put a promotional flyer in the Green Mountain Energy bills for this area.
Discussion: Possible locations for signs.
7. Open Positions – 2018 terms:
CO informed us that 3 people on the committee have terms that expire in March. These seats are considered ‘open positions’ and members must re-apply. DY: Standing members should not have to reapply. He will not fill out an application. MK: indicated the same.
CO: She has reapplied.
8. Brainstorming
CO: Will notify that we are finished with the Chapter 9 plan.
MK: The original goal of the energy committee was to make sure that town buildings are energy efficient.
HW: Pointed out that this was one of the goals, but not the only one.
CO: For the next meeting, we should look at our mission statement.
DY: The biggest user of energy in the town is the waste water treatment plant.
MK: We should follow up on two earlier efforts involving the library and the waste water treatment plant. WM: Will see if he can locate the final reports on the waste water treatment plant..

Adjournment:  It was moved by Dave DY and seconded by MK to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 p.m. All in favor.
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next meeting: 6:30 Thursday, March 15, 2018 at the Police Station in the Community Room.
February 15, 2018	approved as corrected	Page | 1
