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 Energy Committee Minutes: January 18, 2018
The meeting was called to order at 6:35 PM by Char Osterlund.

Present: Char Osterlund, Dave Yesman, Melissa MacKenzie, Peter MacGillivray, Steve Osterlund, Walter Martone, Hallie Whitcomb
Absent: Mike Knoras

1. Additions to the agenda:
a. Climate Economy Model Communities Project
b. Solar Review
2. Secretary’s Report: December 21, 2017:  Changed spelling from SWCRDC to SWCRPC .  Under #3 change selectboard to SWCRPC. DY/WM moved and seconded that the minutes from December 21, 2017 be accepted as amended. All in favor.
3. Rockingham Energy Committee
Discussion of whether to be a co-sponsor of their informative discussion of The Essex Plan. DY moved that we should not. WM seconded. Passed.
4. Downtown Transportation Fund Grant
WM – Town is aware of this and working on it. CO – We will just stay informed without actively pursuing it as a committee.
5. Bennington Energy Plan
Discussion of any lessons that could be learned from opposition to another town’s energy plan. PM – Someone objected to town ownership of part of Bennington’s plan that could be considered as a non-competitive arrangement. CO – We seem to OK in this regard. All- Agree that this doesn’t impact us.
6. Weatherization Campaign: updates
The weatherization kick-off event will be on Jan 25. Char asked that all members of the committee try to attend. Everything appears to be going smoothly, except for the banner not being put up. 
DY – Suggestion that we put the large promotional banner on the Riverside school chain-link fence. DY – Volunteered to arrange for it to be put up.
7. CEMCP - Climate Economy Model Communities Project
CO - A brief description of the project for our information. 
8. Solar Site Review
A discussion on any plans for members to participate in on-site visits.
9. Energy chapter: continue work on this
In item 4 of checklist, the word “costs” is not clearly defined. CO – Will check with Jason Rasmussen about this. CO-The checklist is the guidance for the plan to be acceptable. Since our plan was constructed directly from the checklist format, we are in good shape. MM-Asked if Jason will be comparing our plan to the checklist again. WM – Attended the last meeting of SWCRPC. He got the impression they were not finished with their own plan. CO – We should probably put our plan on hold until we know they have their final version finished. WM – The ‘Maps’ section appeared to be the unfinished area.
Discussion of whether specific preferred sites, or only the criteria of preferred sites is appropriate for our plan. PM – Specific sites are likely to be privately owned. DY – Felt that the sites should only be described generally. WM – We should actually name some specific sites in the plan to make it clear we are encouraging it. WM/PM – Said we should go ahead and list some specifics. CO – Will ask Jason Rasmussen if the intention is to have specifically listed preferred sites in the plan.
Discussion of subsection “j” in the plan concerning receiving money back from the town from the first 2 years of energy savings. WM/PM – The select board can strike it later if they don’t believe it will be possible to do the necessary accounting. Agree to leave it in.
10. CO Discussion of possible future projects should be on agenda February 
CO – What should we do next?
DY – Asked if we can get approval on the energy chapter by the next meeting.
PM – Suggested the Hartness Airport may contain areas that are suitable as solar sites.
WM – We could list the airport in our plan as a preferred site.
HW – Suggests that school roofs could be used for solar, particularly Union St and Elm Hill.
MM – The Springfield Plaza store roofs are a possibility.
DY – Suggested the roofs of the state offices on Mineral St.

Adjournment:  It was moved by Dave DY and seconded by WM to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 p.m. All in favor.
Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Osterlund, Secretary

Next meeting: 6:30 Thursday, February 15, 2018 at the Police Station in the Community Room.
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