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To all the individuals who submitted the petition relating to the closing of the 
Cutler Road bridge. 
 
Attached is the list of questions that were recorded at the Selectboard meeting on 
March 9, 2020, and the responses prepared by staff. There is still additional research 
that needs to be done to evaluate the options for addressing these concerns and the 
possible ways that it can be paid for.  We will keep you apprised of our progress and 
opportunities for input. 
 
If you would like to receive an email notification of future meetings and information, or 
if you have additional questions,  please send an email so we have your email contact, to 
tosmanagerasst@vermontel.net.  
 
Thank you. 
 

QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS RELATED TO CUTLER ROAD CLOSING 
FROM SELECTBOARD MEETING ON MARCH 9, 2020 

 
1. Mr. Munson questioned why the Massey Road Bridge is a higher priority and in 

the process of being funded, yet there is no funding for the Cutler Bridge.  While 
the Massey Road Bridge remains open, the Cutler Bridge has been deemed 
unsafe and closed.  How can a bridge with higher safety priority remain open? 
 
The engineer who prepared the study for Massey Road Bridge did not 
recommend this bridge be closed. Massey Road Bridge is in better condition than 
Cutler Bridge.  Massey Road Bridge doesn’t have a higher safety priority.  

 
2. Residents of the area were not notified the bridge was being closed; it just 

happened. Large vehicles cannot take the right-hand turn onto Cutler Road West 
without difficulties. Safety concerns at the Cutler and Kirk Meadow Road 
intersection. 

 
The information regarding closure was in the Town Managers report, as well as 
in the Springfield Reporter. Individuals who live on both sides of the bridge were 
notified by the Town Manager and they discussed their opinions with him. 

 
We are unsure of what the safety concerns are due to the fact that Cutler Road is 
closed therefore there is only one turn. 

 
3. Is age a factor in determining the priority for repairing or replacing bridges and 

culverts? 
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Age can be a determining factor, but ideally it the condition of the bridge, 
available funding, alternative route options, and traffic volume that are the main 
determining factors for repairing and replacing bridges and culverts.   

 
4. Is there money allocated to pave Cutler Road and can that be used for the repair 

or replacement of the bridge? 
 
Yes there are funds available to pave Cutler Road. The amount allocated is very 
small in comparison to the amount that would be required to repair or replace 
the bridge. In the RSMS it was suggested this road be paved to preserve the 
condition of the road. 

 
5. There needs to be better signage at the end of Cutler Road. 

  
Our Public Works Department has met with the State officials and they have 
approved the sign package. The signs were ordered on March 17th.  
 

6. Page 18 of the RSMS states “Cutler Road – Reconstruct status at culvert: Install 
new Culvert in 2016.” Why was it not done? 
 
It wasn’t done because funding was not available. We received a grant in Fiscal 
Year 2016-2017 to evaluate Massey Road and Cutler Road bridges and the result 
was that the Cutler Road Bridge was determined to be unsafe.  
 

7. How will snow removal be handled at the closure barrier? Where will the snow 
be stored and how will the snow plow truck turn around? 
 
A smaller one-ton truck will be used to plow this area and it will not have any 
issues turning around. If snow storage becomes an issue, the Public Works 
Department can remove the snow as they currently do in many locations 
throughout Town. 
 

8. There needs to be detour signs installed. 
 
Our Public Works Department has met with the State officials and they have 
approved the sign package. The signs were ordered on March 17th.  
 
 

9. Kirk Meadow should not be repaved until the base is first checked 
 
The Town doesn’t have funds available to rebuild all roads. The RSMS 
recommends resurfacing roads to preserve their condition. As with all of our 
paving projects, culverts are evaluated and replaced as needed. 
 

10. Can the neighbors in the area construct a wooden bridge to temporarily allow 
passage? 
 
This would not be an allowable option as it has the potential to become a safety 
hazard. 
 



11. When the fire trucks made the test turns, did they have to use both lanes of the 
road? 
 
On Route 11 the fire truck did not use both lanes of the road to turn onto Cutler 
Road. 
 

12. The report analyzing the problems at this bridge and showing that parts are in a 
state of failure, was done in April of 2018. Why have we taken so long to address 
it? 
 
Since receiving the report, Public Works staff has been monitoring the bridge 
with no fewer than weekly on site visits in order to delay the closing and 
inconvenience to the residents of the area.  
 

13. If trucks have difficulty turning and a power pole is knocked down, there will be 
a severe power issue for the residents in this area. 
 

14.  Can there be a reduction in the speed limit on Chester Road for one-half mile in 
each direction in order to make the turns on and off Cutler Road safer? 
 
This would be a decision that would have to be made by the State, as Route 11 is 
a State Highway. 
 

15. Can the barrier be opened so that pedestrians and bikes can cross the bridge? 
 
It was recommended that the bridge be closed with no weight limit deemed safe. 
 

16. Can the community play a role in advocating for and lobbying with officials for 
grants to fix this problem? 
 
The Town feels that they take advantage of all funding opportunities available 
for these types of projects. Unfortunately the funding is very limited for these 
types of projects. 
 

17. There needs to be more patrolling for speeders on Chester Road near Cutler 
Road. 
 
The Police Department currently has six vacant patrolmen positions; therefore 
we don’t believe this is feasible. If this changes in the future we can reconsider 
this request. 

 
18. The 180-degree turn at the intersection of Cutler Road West and Route 11; single axle 

vehicles are having difficulties. 
 
 

19. There is poor visibility when snow is allowed to pile up near the Cutler Road and Kirk 
Meadow Road intersection. 
  
If this becomes an issue the snow can be removed. 
 



20. When the next snowstorm arrives, how will the snow be plowed at the Cutler Road East 
end?  There is no place to pile snow or enough area for plowing to be done. 
 
If the Public Works Department deems this as an issue the snow can be removed. 
 

21. Requested more signage due to the detour. 
 

22. Mr. Gintof is a local farmer who drives a 32’ trailer out through the area to feed his 
cows.  Now he uses the Cutler Road West turn.  This is a very difficult turn to make and 
very dangerous. 


