SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT COMMISSION

Minutes of the meeting of 

March 22, 2018

Hartness State Airport Terminal Building

5 p.m.

ATTENDEES: Bruce Johnson, Kathleen Fellows, Walter Striedieck, Walter Martone
The meeting was called to order at 5 p.m. and on a motion by Walter Striedieck and Kathleen Fellows the minutes of January 25, 2018 were accepted as presented.  

No reports were available from State or local VTrans employees.
Brian Shepa was busy with an aircraft charter that arrived as the meeting was beginning and required his attention as it was overnight storage in the hanger and crew transportation and was unavailable during the meeting.

There was a discussion of the reports about the VAAC meeting that Bob Flint had shared with Peter and that were shared with the commission. The appointment of Rollin Tebbetts  as the person responsible for aviation issues within VTrans Rail and Aviation Division was reported. His experience with 26 years at Bradley International in Hartford, CT was seen as a possible positive for the Department. It was suggested that Mr. Tebbets be invited to attend the next Commission meeting and the Spring Fling Fly In on April 28, 2018.  Commission members did discuss the lack of information about what is going on in VTrans as regards aviation issues. Walter S. had attended the February meeting and gave brief report.


Walter Martone introduced himself and gave a summary of his background in aviation when he was in San Francisco. He will be the new select board rep to the commission when the select board officially appoints him. He will fill the position open on the commission to replace John Graves who did not wish to be reappointed at the end of his term. 


The Spring Fling Fly-In will take place Saturday, April 28, 2018 from 9 am till afternoon. Kathleen led the discussion regarding the items needed to provide refreshments as well as set up with tables for various groups; ACE Camp, CAP. Dick Ferno from the FAA will instruct the program on flight safety, which will begin at 10 am. A number of planes will be flying in with 2 planes from Lebanon committed to static display and others expected as well. 


Kathleen will be in charge of refreshments with help from Bruce and Walter. Parking signs and CAP Cadets will assist with parking and traffic. Set up in terminal will be Friday night for tables and general setup.

Old Business: a brief update on the CAP building and the possible plans for a CAP New England Glider Center building in the future. Kathleen reported CAP does own the building.  

Kathleen moved and Walter S. seconded moition to adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 5:58 PM.

Respectfully submitted

Bruce Johnson

Acting Chair. 

  The CAP building was discussed as to the possibility of contacting the Wing and Region to see what needs to be done to build a new regional glider academy, which would cover VT and NH and any other Wings in surrounding states which might be interested in sending cadets.  The existing building is very old and in need of extensive repairs.  In repairing the structure it would be putting good money after bad.  Kathleen will seek ideas and since it is USAF we could involve our congressional delegates.
It was again reported that the state police would like to use the airport for driver training – possibly for as long as a week.  It was felt by the commission that we should seek the FAA position on runway closure from the Burlington, MA regional office.

Brian reported that fuel sales are down for the first part of the year due to weather conditions and runway closures.  He also reported that the maintenance shop is doing well with annuals and other major repairs.  

We discussed and scheduled the first open house and fly-in and Wings program which we scheduled for April 28th.  The plan is also to call for pot-luck from participants.

July program will be planes and cars and glider activity if the weather cooperates.

There are also plans to reach out to Reinhart to use Hartness State for their transportation needs.

Motion to adjourn at 6:25 p.m. by Bruce and Kathleen

Peter MacGillivray,  Chair 
