SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT COMMISSION

Minutes of the meeting of 

January 23, 2020

Hartness State Airport Terminal Building

5 p.m.

ATTENDEES:  Paul Bladyka, Kathleen Fellows, Bruce Johnson, Walter Martone, Charles Schumacher, Chris Beitzel AOT, Alasdair Crawford, NESA; Bob Flint, SRDC; Brian Shepa FBO, Larry Kraft,  By PHONE: Rollin Tebbetts AOT 

ABSENT: Mike Knoras, Peter MacGillivray

The meeting was called to order at 5:04 p.m. Adoption of minutes was moved to later in meeting and discussion moved to item 4 discussion of 100th anniversary planning.

The remainder of the meeting was taken up with discussion of the 100th anniversary celebration on June 27th – Saturday.  

Larry Kraft was introduced as the event planner and discussion focused on the roles and responsibilities of the commission and how communications with Larry should work.  Everything should go through Larry and he will keep everyone in the loop. Larry provided charts to help move the planning forward.   

First important issues are the times and structure of the day’s programs so that a publicity campaign can begin very soon. It was agreed that the focus should be Aviation. History of the airport, a display of fly-in aircraft and other aviation related displays, the glider launch for the competition and airport layout for the activities were all discussed. The focus area for the event should be primarily the local aviation community and the local public. We are not trying for a 1927 Lindbergh type event.  

Hours for the public access were set for late morning to late afternoon. A welcoming program with honored guests and dignitaries would be mid-day. Need to decide who those VIPs will be needs to be immediate focus. What and how many fly-in planes will be displayed? The glider takeoff will be the one flying program focus as that is a competition approved for that day. 

The Governor has been asked and Reeve Lindbergh have been contacted to be guests. We need to move quickly to decide who else to invite very soon. Invitations have been sent to the military to provide display aircraft as well. It was also agreed that auto or truck show displays would not fit the focus of the event.

Kathleen has invited the Weathersfield Historical Society and the EAA to attend next meeting. 

Next work session at 5 P.M. Wednesday, February 5, 2020 at Airport Terminal

Meeting adjourned at 7:04

Respectfully submitted     

Bruce Johnson 

