SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT COMMISSION

Minutes of the meeting of 

December 13, 2018

Hartness State Airport Terminal Building

5 p.m.

ATTENDEES:  Pete Andrews, Bruce Johnson, Peter MacGillivray, Walter Striedieck, Walter Martone (by phone), Mike Knoras (by phone), Chris Beitzel (by phone);

The meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m. and on a motion by Bruce and Walter S. the minutes of the Sept. 27, 2018 and the comments from the Oct. 29 VT Airport System Plan were accepted as revised.  

Walter Striedieck gave notice to the chair that he has bought a house in North Carolina and will be leaving the area in October of next year.  He has enjoyed his tenure on the board and wishes to give us enough time to find a replacement. He will be missed!

Chris Beitzel reported that he has authorization and action in removing beavers from beside the runway that have constructed a dam and are causing damage.
Winter plowing was discussed briefly and Chris feels that we have it covered with back-up being provided by Rutland staff.  

It was also discussed that we may need to involve our local legislators with some issues – the FAA has cancelled the circle to land option because of beacons being out of service and the need to cut trees that project into the clear areas.  Some of these beacons have been out for over 3 years and the FAA is not funding replacement.  It also appears that we were left off the list for crack sealing and patchwork last summer and may have been left off for next summer.  
The current instrument landing procedures were discussed as a number of aircraft have had to divert to other airport in less than favorable conditions.  It was thought that we would need to apply for a capital improvement grant but Chris advised that it is a relatively simple matter to get the FAA to create a GPS approach with lower minimums.  We will look into this and see what we need to do to accomplish this.  

Our final point was that VTEL will no longer support our fuel system credit card system as it uses copper cable and they are converting to all fiber optic cable.  The new system will be very expensive to install and no one wants to pay for it.  The State of VT owns the system but not the fuel in the ground.  
Next meeting will be Jan. 24, 2019 at 5 p.m.

Moved to adjourn at 5:46 p.m. by Bruce and Mike

Respectfully submitted,

Peter MacGillivray, Chair

