SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT COMMISSION

Minutes of the meeting of

August 23, 2018 

ATTENDEES:  Kathleen Fellows, Bruce Johnson, Peter MacGillivray, Walter Martone, Walter Striedieck; Bob Flint, SRDC; Bob Forguites, state representative; Brian Shepa, FBO; George Tucker, Springfield Aviation; Rollin Tebbetts, AOT Op and Maint; Chris Davey, Chris Hildreth, MacKenzie Campbell, guests.
The meeting was called to order at 5:02 p.m. and on a motion by Walter S and Bruce the minutes of July 26, 2018 were accepted as presented.  

Rollin Tebbetts presented the State report stating that the center line has been painted on runway 5/23 and there will be more painting done later. The budget is being set to include capital improvements for a 5 year plan and will be sent to the FAA.  Easements are being obtained for tree cutting which will probably occur in FY 2019.  The state master plan is being worked on and is part of the system plan by AOT and ACCD.  The question of a sewer line to the airport was raised and it appears it would require a meeting between Springfield and Weathersfield.  Brian brought up the AirNav data regarding runway conditions which have dropped.  He believes that with the painting and actual conditions they should both be rated at least as GOOD.  Rollin will see what has to be done to get that changed.  He also mentioned that ramp maintenance in front of his hangar is not up to standard with lots of loose stones and gravel.  Chris Beitzel had mentioned that we were supposed to get a sweeper/broom this year.  Another job for Rollin.  
Brian reported that there has been a decline in jet traffic this summer and is unsure if it is the economy or weather related.  The CAP glider camps, the glider contest, and the aerobatic contest were all very successful and the Cherokee is being rented on a regular basis.  All good news for the airport.
Wheels Up contacted Brian regarding perceived conflicts with ultra lights and/or powered parachutes and jet traffic.  Brian explained the causing issue which prompted and good discussion involving our guests who attended for this.  Radios appear to be a significant issue and all agreed they were needed but were expensive.  Pattern work was also discussed and these practices will be studied and resolved.

Walter Martone discussed the new noise ordinance being worked on by the Town and it is clear that the airport is exempt.  Language directed toward the airport should be left out (per the town attorney) and it was also emphasized by Bruce who served on planning and zoning for 26 years.
The CAP has volunteered to provide food for the fly-in on October 13th on a donation basis and to express their appreciation for the airport and support of the glider program.

Next meeting will be held on September 27, which will give us the opportunity to do the final planning for the Open House and fly-in.  Please keep looking for participants and putting up posters.  Also invite your friends and neighbors to come and visit.

Walter S. and Kathleen moved that we adjourn the meeting at 6:31 p.m.  Approved

Respectfully submitted,

Peter MacGillivray

Chairperson

