SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT COMMISSION

Minutes of the meeting of

August 22, 2019

Hartness State Airport Terminal Building

5 p.m.

ATTENDEES:  Paul Bladyka, Kathleen Fellows, Peter MacGillivray, Walter Martone, Brian Shepa, FBO; Mike Knoras, (phone); Chris Beitzel, (AOT-phone);

Bruce Johnson (anniversary);

The meeting was called to order at 5:06 p.m. and Chris Beitzel started off with several items.  The beaver pond to the west of runway 5/23 has been cleared and the culvert is being made beaver proof to prevent further damage.  There has been a 510 inspection by the State and also a hangar inspection.  There were extensive questions about runway cracks and why the delay in fixing an obvious problem?  We found out they are too large for “crack sealing” and it may need block patching by the highway department.  The other solution would be to get Shayne Wilcox to obtain some quality commercial drive way patch and fill them.  More to follow and we will remain on this before winter.
The Springfield Energy Committee has requested we look into a solar energy field at the airport and Peter will contact some of the regional solar companies to look into it (Peak their interest, so to speak).  Chris told us that a 7460 FAA permit for solar would be required.  

Walter Martone suggested we look at revenues and expenditures for Hartness State as well as the budgets by the State for all the airports to see where we stand in relation to the others.  He will contact the State and see what is required to obtain those documents.

The date of the 100th anniversary of the airport was discussed and it was decided that since July 4th is a holiday and everyone is very busy, we would move it back to June 27th 2020.  A vote was taken and it was unanimous.

Mike requested an update on the lights for runway 11/29 which failed last winter and also the status of a sewer line extension to the airport.  The lights are working now but the solution may involve planning and reconstruction.  The sewer extension will require multiple grants.  
Kathleen presented a request from Charlie North of EAA chapter 968 in Rutland to extend their programs to Hartness State.  These would include Young Eagle flights, possibly an extension of their chapter and involvement in things like the Leaf Peeper fly-in.  The idea was well received and she will continue to keep us updated as well as expressing our encouragement.

The next meeting would be September 26th but there were several conflicts so it was moved back a week to September 19th.   Mike and Walter moved to adjourn at 6:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted: 

Peter MacGillivray, Chair

