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DRAFT

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Present: Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Selectboard Member Mike Martin, Selectboard Member Walter Martone, Town Manager Steve Neratko, Garet Richardson. 

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m. through Zoom Conferencing. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Mike Martin to approve the minutes of May 21, 2020 as presented. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimous.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1:  Draft Noise Ordinance.

The Committee reviewed the draft noise ordinance along with additional comments from Police Chief Mark Fountain. The changes made by the Committee included:
1. Cover page, Purpose, line 4, after the words “loud enough to” add the word “unreasonably”.
2. Page 2, change SECTION 7-107 to “12-124”.
3. Page 2, (c).(1), line 5, after the words “such as a” add the word “church,”. Line 9, make “town” lower case and delete “of Springfield”.
4. Page 3, item (3), line 3, make “town” lower case and delete “of Springfield”.
5. Page 3, item (6), line 3, delete the semicolon after “property”.
6. Page 3, item (6), line 4, make “town” lower case and delete “of Springfield”.
7. Page 3, item (7), rewrite this section as follows: “Noise originating within and audible within locations zoned as Residential Agricultural 2, Residential Agricultural 5, and High or Medium Density Residential Districts.  a. Persistent noise lasting in excess of approximately two (2) hours between the hours of 6 a.m. and 11 10 p.m. and which is deemed objectionable because of volume, frequency or beat and is audible from properties adjacent to the property where the noise is emanating, including but not limited to noise from animals, machinery, maintenance equipment, and motor vehicle repairs or maintenance.; b. Any noise which is deemed objectionable because of volume, frequency or beat and that is audible at other properties between the hours of 11 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.”
8. Page 3, item (d).(2), lines 2 and 3, delete the words “and be granted”, change the word “by” to “from” and make “town” lower case and delete “of Springfield”.
9. Page 3, item (e), line 2, insert the words “with a waiver fee of $250” at the end of the sentence.

It was moved by Mike and seconded by Walter to approve the noise ordinance as amended and to forward it to the Selecboard for consideration and scheduling a public hearing. Motion passed unanimous.

Steve A. noted that he will sign the cover sheet of the ordinance before it is sent to the Selectboard.

ITEM #2:  Code Of Ordinances review for substantive changes. a. Chapter 1 – General Provisions.

The Committee reviewed Chapter 1 page-by-page. Walter recommended that in Sections 1-14 and 1-5, the town manager or designee be included as an issuing municipal official and an appearing municipal official. The changes were added in 1-14, “(1) The town manager or designee;” and 1-15, “(4) The town manager or designee. (5) Other persons designated by the Selectboard.”

There was discussion about whether this change would be considered “major” or “minor”. Steve A. explained that anything that changes the meaning or is an expansion is considered “major”. This change is under the category of  “major”. Now that the code has already been changed to address non-substantive items, all other changes will likely be considered “major”. 

Barbara C. has already provided the Committee with her notes and comments from Department Heads on sections of the code that affect their work. Walter will review his notes and ask Barbara C. if she recalls any specific items in the code that surfaced during the past review, where it was thought that more thorough review was warranted. As each new section is selected for review, the appropriate Department Head will be asked if there are changes desired.

E.  NEW BUSINESS:

ITEM #1: Establish next meeting date.

The Committee established June 25, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. as the date for the next meeting. At that meeting the following items will be discussed:
1. Reviewing the code for substantive amendments that may be needed.

F. ADJOURN:

Motion to adjourn by Mike Martin and seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimous. The meeting ended at 5:16 p.m.

Items for Future meetings of the Ordinance Committee include:

· Consideration of changes to the ordinance regulating taxi service.
· Action is needed on addressing the problem of chickens/poultry free-ranging off the owners’ property, noise and odor issues, and conflicts with dogs both on and off the owners’ property. The Committee needs to review what is currently in the ordinances (12-48), what other towns have done, and what is in State Statutes, and whether the Planning Commission is already addressing this issue.
· Substantive amendments to the Code of Ordinances.
· Amendments to Sewer Ordinance.
· Amendments to Sign Ordinance.
· Fees for Fingerprints Ordinance.

Respectfully submitted,
Walter Martone
