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A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Present: Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Town Clerk Barbara Courchesne, Selectboard Member Mike Martin, Selectboard Member Walter Martone and Town Manager Steve Neratko.

The meeting was called to order at 9:14 a.m. through Zoom Conferencing. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Mike Martin to approve the minutes of February 6 as presented. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimous.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1:  Overview and schedule of adoption process for codified ordinances.

The Committee reviewed the draft Ordinance No. O 2020-1 developed by Municode and modified and reformatted by Town Attorney Steve Ankuda. This ordinance is to update and restate the Municipal Code to ensure consistent formatting, terminology, compliance with state law, and to correct annotations without making a material change in any lawful ordinance including the zoning bylaws, subdivision regulations, and current Town Charter. The Committee has been reviewing and providing comments and responding to questions from Municode for the last eight months. This has resulted in an electronic searchable document and hardcover bound volumes containing all of the Selectboard adopted ordinances and other documents adopted by ordinance. The final step in this process is for the Selectboard to adopt an ordinance that creates the code of all of the aforementioned items. The ordinance adoption process as stated in the Town’s Charter requires a first reading, followed by a second reading that generally is also a public hearing and sometimes additional hearings depending on whether amendments were made during this process. There is an exception to the process when the Selectboard declares that the ordinance represents a “minor” adjustment in meaning, procedures, and/or definitions. A “minor” adjustment can be adopted by the Selectboard at the first reading and no seconded reading or public hearing is required. The changes being proposed in this ordinance and adoption of the code meets the criteria for being declared “minor.”

Motion: Mike Martin moved and Walter Martone seconded to recommend that the Selectboard declare this ordinance and code as a “minor” revision and adopt it at the first reading. Motion passed unanimous.

E.  NEW BUSINESS:

ITEM #1:  Establish next meeting date. 

The Committee established May 7, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. as the date for the next meeting. At that meeting the following items will be discussed:
1. Process for reviewing the code for substantive amendments that may be needed.
2. Consideration of the last version of a noise ordinance that was under review.
3. Consideration of changes to the ordinance regulating taxi service.

A request will also be made to the Planning Commission for information about items that they are working on in order to determine if there is a need for ordinances to address these issues.
1. Chicken/poultry free-ranging off the owners’ property, noise and odor issues, and conflicts with dogs both on and off the owners’ property.
2. Amendments to ordinances regulating signs.

F. ADJOURN:

Motion to adjourn by Mike Martin and seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimous. The meeting ended at 9:54 a.m.

Items for Future meetings of the Ordinance Committee include:

· Action is needed on addressing the problem of chickens/poultry free-ranging off the owners’ property, noise and odor issues, and conflicts with dogs both on and off the owners’ property. The Committee needs to review what is currently in the ordinances (12-48), what other towns have done, and what is in State Statutes.
· Substantive amendments to the Code of Ordinances.
· Amendments to Sewer Ordinance.
· Amendments to Sign Ordinance.
· Revisions to proposed Noise Ordinance.
· Fees for Fingerprints Ordinance.

Respectfully submitted,
Walter Martone
