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TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD - ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Present: Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Town Clerk Barbara Courchesne, Selectboard Member Mike Martin, and Selectboard Member Walter Martone.

The meeting was called to order at 12:40 p.m. in the Selectboard Hall at 96 Main Street. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Mike Martin to approve the minutes of December 11, 2019 as presented. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimous.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: None

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1:  Review of Subdivision Chapter for the Code.

The Committee reviewed the proof of the new Chapter 22 – “Subdivision”, that was developed by Municode. Municode took the Subdivision Regulations that were adopted in 1999 and incorporated the changes that were made in 2009. They then reformatted the document to be consistent with the rest of the code, and reviewed it for other consistencies and ensured that Statutes were properly cited. The Committee reviewed this new document and determined responses to the changes and questions presented by Municode. Town Clerk Barbara Courchesne recorded the responses in the format requested by Municode. This information will be transmitted to Municode for incorporation into the final Code.  The next steps will be to present the final Code to the Selectboard and request that a public hearing be scheduled. Town Attorney Steve Ankuda determined that this new Code represents a minor amendment to the existing Code; therefore only one public hearing will be required. The Selectboard will also receive a report that provides a brief explanation of the changes that were made. This will include things such as making it gender neutral, creating consistent format for the entire code, standardizing all references to the Statutes, and other generalized changes that were made to the document.

E.  NEW BUSINESS:

ITEM #1:  Establish next meeting date. 

It was agreed that the work of the Ordinance Committee on the Code was complete until such time as the Committee begins work on the potential substantive amendments to the Code. Therefore no future meeting was scheduled at this time.

F. ADJOURN:

Motion to adjourn by Mike Martin and seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimous. The meeting ended at 4:32 p.m.

Items for Future meetings of the Ordinance Committee include:

· Action is needed on addressing the problem of chickens/poultry free-ranging off the owners’ property, noise and odor issues, and conflicts with dogs both on and off the owners’ property. The Committee needs to review what is currently in the ordinances (12-48), what other towns have done, and what is in State Statutes.
· Substantive amendments to the Code of Ordinances.
· Amendments to Sewer Ordinance.
· Amendments to Sign Ordinance.
· Revisions to proposed Noise Ordinance.
· Fees for Fingerprints Ordinance.

Respectfully submitted,
Walter Martone
