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TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD - ORDINANCE COMMITTEE

A.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:

Present: Town Manager Tom Yennerell, Town Attorney Stephen Ankuda, Town Clerk Barbara Courchesne, Selectboard Member Mike Martin, and Selectboard Member Walter Martone.

Guests: None.

The meeting was called to order at 3:04 p.m. in the Selectboard Hall at 96 Main Street. A quorum was present. 

B.  APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:

Motion by Mike Martin to approve the minutes of August 12, 2019 as presented. Seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimous.

C.  ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:

Barbara C. suggested the Committee discuss the schedule for the legal review conference call between the Committee and Municode. After discussion it was agreed that the call would happen after the Committee has completed its review of the Proofs of the Code provided by Municode. After the conference call the Proofs will be finalized and then presented to the Selectboard for approval.

D.  OLD BUSINESS:

ITEM #1:  Determine process for review of the Proofs of the new Code for the Town of Springfield.

The Committee decided to review the document page-by-page, giving special attention to the footnotes provided by Municode and considering any changes that were made in the text of the document.

ITEM #2:  Begin review of the proofs of the new Code for the Town of Springfield (materials sent electronically by Barbara C. on Friday, November 1, 2019.)

The Committee reviewed the proofs page-by-page and confirmed the changes and comments made by Municode. Only non-substantive changes were made. Other changes that the Committee determined as substantive, were noted for further review and consideration after this first phase of the Codification process has been completed. It was also noted that there were differences in formatting and numbering in the Charter Section, between the Municode Proof version and the printed version on file with the Town. Barbara C. and Walter M. agreed to review and ensure consistency between the Proof and the Vermont State Code. The Committee completed its review through page 50 of 319 of the Proof.

E.  NEW BUSINESS:

None.

F. ADJOURN:

Motion to adjourn by Mike Martin and seconded by Walter Martone. Motion passed unanimous. The meeting ended at 4:59 p.m.

The next meeting will be established after conducting an e-mail poll of the members.

Items for Future meetings of the Ordinance Committee include:

· Substantive amendments to the Code of Ordinances.
· Amendments to Sewer Ordinance.
· Amendments to Sign Ordinance.
· Revisions to proposed Noise Ordinance.
· Fees for Fingerprints Ordinance.

An item was added to this list as a priority to be addressed as soon as the work on the Code is complete. Action is needed on addressing the problem of chickens/poultry free-ranging off the owners’ property, noise and odor issues, and conflicts with dogs both on and off the owners’ property. The Committee needs to review what is currently in the ordinances (12-48), what other towns have done, and what is in State Statutes.

Respectfully submitted,
Walter Martone
