TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2016 

Meeting Minutes

A.	CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  Chair, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to 	order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call taken.

	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, Peter MacGillivray, 	George McNaughton and Walter Martone. 

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, Administrative 	Officer, William “Bill” Kearns, and Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda.

	School Board Liaison:  Steve Karaffa was absent.

	Budget Advisory Committee Members:  Christina Jennings, Michael Martin, Gaenol Mobus, Char Osterlund, 	Michael Knoras, and Marilyn Thompson.   Everett Hammond and David Yesman were absent.  

B. 	MINUTES:
	Public Hearing Meeting, December 12, 2016
	Selectboard & Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes, December 12, 2016
	Selectboard Budget Workshop Meeting, December 15, 2016

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the following:  Public Hearing Meeting
		Minutes, December 12, 2016, Selectboard & Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes, December
		12, 2016, and Selectboard Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes, December 15, 2016 once the
		noted corrections have been made.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone

	Public Hearing Meeting Minutes, 12/12/2016:
	Walter Martone pointed out the minutes submitted did not reflect the correct language for Rooming Houses
	and Family Units.  He also noted on page 2, paragraph 8 the words Environment Courts should be Vermont 	Superior Court, Environmental Division.	  Chair Morris also corrected the spelling of Mr. Cook’s last name; which 	should be “Kuch”.  He also requested on page 3, that the next to last sentence ended with “languages”.

	Selectboard & Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes, December 12, 2016:
	Walter Martone requested on page 1, the motion read October 24, 2016; not October 10, 2016.
	Chair Morris also requested on page 1, next to last paragraph the last sentence read as follows:
	Chair Morris commented that he was in agreement that rooming houses needed to be regulated, but as a 	responsible Selectboard Member he doesn’t want to expose the Town to a lawsuit.

	Selectboard Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes, December 15, 2016:
	Walter Martone requested on page 4, sentence starting with Walter Martone should read as follows:
	Walter Martone inquired about the lower heating cost vs the increase in vehicle fuel costs.  Although the cost of 	fuel is down, the use of vehicles is up.  He also wanted to note on page 6, under budget line item #1-11-5-565 	Social Expenses for the Selectmen/Town Manager Budget, an example would be an event like the Main Street 	Meetup that was held on November 10, 2016 held at the Hartness House.

	Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.
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C.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:  Town Manager Yennerell stated that he did not have 	any new items to add to the agenda.  However, he wanted to introduce “Tre” Larry Ayer, a local young man from 	Springfield, who is a freshman attending Wheaton College.  Tre is working as an intern at the Town Office for 	five to six weeks.

	PRESENTATION:  During the Strategic Planning Sessions, George McNaughton, requested the Selectboard 
	allow him to contact UVM or Lyndon College Ecology/Landscape Department to see if they had students willing 	to design a permaculture streambank project with mass blooming along the Black River along the Toonerville 	Trail.

	Holly Greenleaf and Jason Kokkinos, students from UVM, embarked on the challenge to design a 	Springfield Beautification Project.  Ms. Greenleaf’s part of the project concentrated at the beginning of the
	Toonerville Trail near the Robert S. Jones building going north to include the Toonerville Extension.  Mr. 	Kokkinos’s part of the project concentrated in the area of the Paddock Road.  Both students provided many details 	for stopping erosion, rain garden areas, shaded and sunny areas, an overlook deck along the Black River, 	plantings throughout three seasons for constant blooming and ideas for pavers.  When these students have 	submitted their report to the Town of Springfield; we will post it on the Town website.

D.	CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
	ITEM 1:  State of Vermont required appointment of Town Health Officers.
	ITEM 2:  Assessment Errors & Omissions.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to authorize the Selectboard Chair to sign the appropriate forms
		and for the Selectboard to reappoint Fire Chief, Russell Thompson, as the Town Health Officer
		and Fire Deputy, Scott Richardson, as the Deputy Health Officer for the Town of Springfield.
		Each term is for three, (3), years starting January 1, 2017.

		and to accept the request from the Town Assessor, Nichole Knight, to remove parcel #001238058,
		269 Brook Road, Lot 2B Unland Mobile Home valued at $3,500 current tax value of $101.96
		from the Grand List.

		Seconded by:  Walter Martone

		The mobile home was demolished by the Park Manager, after the Tenant lost a court case for non-
		payment of lot rent.  The Town had not been notified of the removal.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

E.	NEW ITEMS:
	ITEM 3:  Consider a Petition related to Southern Vermont Recreation Center Foundation.  Town Manager 	Yennerell stated that the Selectboard has been advised to reject the petition under the authority provided in 17 	VSA section 2624(a)(3) and case law that says a petition must “sets forth a clear right which is within the 	province of the town meeting to grant or refuse through its vote.”  The petition is requesting to have an article to 	rescind the vote for funds used by the Southern Vermont Recreation Center Foundation on the warrant.  He went 	on to explain the petition requests a vote to be rescinded after the deadline has passed for such a petition to be 	legal.  The petition also asks to change the agreement between the Town of Springfield and the Southern Vermont 	Recreation Center Foundation.

	As noted by the Town Attorney, Stephen Ankuda, the Vermont Statutes and the Town Charter both state there is a 	30 day window to collect 5% of registered Springfield Voter’s signatures and request to rescind the vote.  	Attorney Ankuda also noted it has been 14 years.  The Board of Directors for the Southern Vermont Recreation 	Center Foundation has been asked numerous times if they would amend the agreement with the Town and they 	have declined.   Attorney Ankuda recommended the Selectboard acknowledge receipt of the signed petition and 	make a decision.
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MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to acknowledge receipt of the petition with the appro-
		priate amount of signatures and to reject the inclusion on the Town Warrant in March 2017.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray

	Peter MacGillivray supported the rejection of the article to the Town Warrant.  He went on to comment the whole 	process was well documented and the community supported the Southern Vermont Recreation Center Foundation.  	The SVRCF was also good for economic development. 

	George McNaughton stated he usually supports petitions, BUT this subject has been beaten to death.  He said
	he would not support putting this request on the ballot either.

	Walter Clark, resident, questioned the way the motion was done and referred to VSA Tile 24 Town Meeting
	Elections.  He suggested that the Voters should actually get a chance to vote on how the funds should be used.

	Hallie Whitcomb and Gay Mobus, both residents, admitted to signing the petition but wished they had not once 	they read a letter submitted to the local paper from Executive Director, Christian Craig, of the SVRCF.

	Walter Clark stated the funds were given to the Recreation Center, not the Springfield Hospital.  If they are truly 	separate entities as I am being told, then why is the Recreation Center not paying taxes?

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 4:  25 Year Recognition of the Springfield Recycling Center – Hallie Whitcomb had requested a few 	minutes to speak about the Springfield Recycling Center.  Ms. Whitcomb explained the humbled beginnings and 	where we are today.  Many times throughout Ms. Whitcomb’s speech she thanked the many, many volunteers that 	established and worked at the Springfield Recycling Center.  She provided us with a few names, such as Warren 	Cross, Warren Helberg, Tom Hall, Paul Magoon, Barney Crosier, former Public Works Director, Jeff Slade, 	Ralph Jacobs, Glen Williams, Daniel Farrar and Andrea Sanford.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved the Selectboard commend the “Founding Founders”; who are Hallie 			Whitcomb, Daniel Farrar, and Andrea Sanford of the Springfield Recycling Center.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 5:  Municipal Code Violation Enforcement Continuation.  Town Manager Yennerell turned the floor over 	to Administrative Officer, Bill Kearns, who explained the five properties he had reported on during the November 	30th Selectboard meeting still were in the same shape or a worst mess.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved that all photos submitted to the Selectboard on November 30, 2016 and
		tonight, December 27, 2016 be properly labeled and be part of the record.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes and 1 Absent (Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson)

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved based on the investigation done by Administrative Officer, William Kearns,
		this Board finds a nuisance at 227 Seavers Brook Road and we direct that a notice be served on the
		owner of the property giving ten, (10), days from the date notice was served to file an appeal.  If no
		appeal is filed, the owner must abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days from date notice was 			served.  Failure to abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days, will result in the Selectboard causing 		the nuisance to be abated and the full cost of such will be charged to the owner.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously
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MOTION:	Walter Martone moved based on the investigation done by Administrative Officer, William Kearns,
		this Board finds a nuisance at 22 Chester Road and we direct that a notice be served on the
		owner of the property giving ten, (10), days from the date notice was served to file an appeal.  If no
		appeal is filed, the owner must abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days from date notice was 			served.  Failure to abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days, will result in the Selectboard causing 		the nuisance to be abated and the full cost of such will be charged to the owner.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	William Hunter, owner of five of the six properties, acknowledged that he would accept the registered/signature 	requested mail.  The Town did not need to hire someone to serve notices to him.  Chair Morris thanked him; but 	also explained that was part of the process and would be used for documentation purposes.
	
MOTION:	Walter Martone moved based on the investigation done by Administrative Officer, William Kearns,
		this Board finds a nuisance at 67 Furnace Street and we direct that a notice be served on the
		owner of the property giving ten, (10), days from the date notice was served to file an appeal.  If no
		appeal is filed, the owner must abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days from date notice was 			served.  Failure to abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days, will result in the Selectboard causing 		the nuisance to be abated and the full cost of such will be charged to the owner.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved based on the investigation done by Administrative Officer, William Kearns,
		this Board finds a nuisance at 7 School Street, North Springfield and we direct that a notice be 			served on the owner of the property giving ten, (10), days from the date notice was served to file an 			appeal.  If no appeal is filed, the owner must abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days from date 			notice was served.  Failure to abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days, will result in the 				Selectboard causing the nuisance to be abated and the full cost of such will be charged to the owner.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved based on the investigation done by Administrative Officer, William Kearns,
		this Board finds a nuisance at 12 Central Street, North Springfield and we direct that a notice be 			served on the owner of the property giving ten, (10), days from the date notice was served to file an 			appeal.  If no appeal is filed, the owner must abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days from date 			notice was served.  Failure to abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days, will result in the 				Selectboard causing the nuisance to be abated and the full cost of such will be charged to the owner.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved based on the investigation done by Administrative Officer, William Kearns,
		this Board finds a nuisance at 1 Union Street and we direct that a notice be served on the owner of 			the property giving ten, (10), days from the date notice was served to file an appeal.  If no appeal is 			filed, the owner must abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days from date notice was served.  			Failure to abate the nuisance within thirty, (30), days, will result in the Selectboard causing the 			nuisance to be abated and the full cost of such will be charged to the owner.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 6:  Sign Charter Amendment Public Hearing Notice and Charter Final Version Signature Page.  Town 		Manager Yennerell explained the Selectboard are requested to sign the attached public hearing notice and a 	signature page that will eventually be attached to the final printed version of the Town Charter.

	Peter MacGillivray requested a small correction be made on page 1; just above the wording ARTICLE ONE.  He 	wanted the word to be statutes not statute.
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MOTION:	Peter MacGillivray moved for the Selectboard to sign the signature page of the Public Hearing
		Notice for the amendment of the Town Charter.  The Public Hearings will be January 30, 2017 and 			February 6, 2017 at 6:00 PM.  The second signature page will be used with the proposed 				amendment of the Town Charter.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson

	George McNaughton questioned if by agreeing with this motion, the Selectboard would be locked into the 	proposed language.  He wanted to make sure that changes could still be made.  Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, 	assured him that changes could be made to the language at the first Public Hearing.  

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM 7:  Discuss Town Manager’s and Individual Selectboard Budget Recommendations.  Town Manager 	Yennerell read through his proposed budget recommendations.  Walter Martone agreed the majority of his budget 	recommendations were the same as the Town Managers, except the request for a quality conference phone.  	George McNaughton pointed out that he had submitted last year’s request by mistake.  The Town Manager had 	provided copies of the correct budget recommendations from Mr. McNaughton.  Copies of the recommendations
	are attached.

	Town Manager’s budget recommendations:  Town Manager Yennerell and the majority of the Selectboard were 	 	in agreement over budget recommendation A.  A warrant article asking voters to re-appropriate $40,000 of the 	original $100,000 appropriated for the demolition of unsafe buildings was the Town Manager’s budget 	recommendation B.  George McNaughton was the only Selectboard Member to speak on this subject and he did 	not support using the funds for salary of a Code Enforcement Officer.  He suggested a warrant article asking 	voters to re-appropriate 	the remaining funds of the $100,000 for demolition of unsafe buildings to be used for 	supporting the Nuisance and Blight Ordinances.  However, Mr. McNaughton supports the idea of the Code 	Enforcement Officer.  He just 	doesn’t want the salary to come from these funds.  Item C of the Town 	Manager’s budget recommendations is 	$500,000 for repaving, road construction, gravel road improvements, 	bike/pedestrian facilities and ancillary professional services for the projects in the above categories. Town 	Manager Yennerell arrived at the request of $500,000 based on the RSMS Study.

	The Selectboard Members supported this recommendation, however, there was a short discussion if the request 	for $500,000 should be a separate article or be part of the actual town budget.

	Selectboard Member, Walter Martone’s, budget recommendations:  Mr. Martone agreed his budget 	recommendations were pretty much like the Town Managers with the exception of a quality conference phone.  	Over the past year or so, we have seen an increased usage of conference calling.

	Selectboard Member, George McNaughton’s, budget recommendations:  Mr. McNaughton was agreeable to drop 	number 1 on his list because of a previous discussion with Police Chief, Douglas Johnston.  The Chief is very 	hopeful to be able to acquire a couple of solar digital operated speed signs through grants.  Mr. McNaughton was 	very passionate over his request of number 2 to acquire a plastics compacter for use at the Recycling Center.  	Chair Morris and Mr. McNaughton agreed on using the figure of $35,000 for just the purchase of the plastics 	compacter.  Number 3 is just to note there should be a home base for the Community Band.  The members have 	been raising funds to acquire a home base.  Mr. McNaughton acknowledged this couldn’t go into the budget this 	year, but he felt the Town should be thinking about this request.  Number 4 was for $12,000 to hire a part-time 	Code Enforcement Officer.

F.	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:  Chair Morris read out loud the Town Manager’s Report dated December 27, 	2016.  The report was short this time; sharing the Town has a signed a contract to purchase 5 – 7 Main Street, (the 	VNA building) and 9 – 11, (the bakery building).  The closing is scheduled for January 27, 2017 or sooner.  	Options for future uses are being investigated via the Main Street Streetscape Project.

	



__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Regular Selectboard Meeting, 12/27/2016		Minutes Are Approved						Page 5.
	The unionized personnel of the Fire Department will begin working 24 hour shifts beginning the first of the year.
	Union members suggested to management this change would reduce the fatigue of working successive days of 16 	hour shifts.  The 24 hour shifts are becoming the norm for full time fire departments.  For the time being, the 24 	hour shifts are on a trial basis for one year with staff and management along with quarterly reviews.  If it turns out 	to be beneficial it will be included in the new contract.  

	Chair Morris also indicated that the Town Manager’s Report can be found on the Town’s website or a copy 	picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

G.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:  George McNaughton shared that the School Board would like the 	Selectboard to become involved with the search for High School Student to sit on the Selectboard.  He also 	volunteered to go High School to solicit a Youth Representative for the Selectboard.

H.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	a.  Springfield Airport Commission – Minutes, December 8, 2016
	b.  Budget Advisory Committee - Minutes, December 15, 2016
	c.  Springfield Energy Committee – Minutes, December 13, 2016
	d.  Library Board of Trustees – Agenda, December 13, 2016
	e.  Springfield Housing Authority – Minutes, December 15, 2016
	f.  Public Works – Monthly Report, November 2016
	g.  Springfield Regional Development Corporation – Minutes, November 22, 2016 &
	          Agenda, December 20, 2016
	h. Springfield School Board Liaison Report – Minutes, December 19, 2016

	Chair Morris read through the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE out loud and reminded 	everyone that the information could be found on the Town’s website or a copy could be picked up at the Town 	Manager’s Office.

I.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  None

J.	ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adjourn the Selectboard meeting of Tuesday, December 27, 2016.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	Adjourned at 10:13 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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