[bookmark: _GoBack]TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2019 @ 6:00 PM
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MEETING MINUTES
APPROVED


1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL: Chairman Jeff Mobus called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. The following individuals were present – Richard Andrews, Sharon Ayer (by telephone), John Bond, Lori Claffee, Barbara Courchesne, John Follett, Walter Martone, George McNaughton, Jeff Mobus, Barbara Schultz. Absent was Tom Yennerell. 

2. ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA: There were no additions to the agenda requested.

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  It was moved by George M. and seconded by Richard A. to approve the minutes as amended. Barbara C. noted that item 5.a.iv. was an amendment submitted at the public hearing by George M. Therefore it is not necessary to request an explanation from VLCT. Lori C. noted that in item 5.a.viii.line 2, the word “do” should have been “due”. Barbara C. noted that in item 5.a.xiv.line 4, the phrase “has not occurred in over a decade” is incorrect and should be replaced with “rarely occurs”. Motion passed unanimous.

4. OUTSIDE ASSISTANCE IN REVIEWING THE CHARTER
	a.	Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT):  Walter M. reported that VLCT is interested in working with the Committee on the Charter revision project. Walter M. provided the Committee a copy of the contract used three years ago, with strikeouts on items that would not have to be repeated. Walter M. also reported on his communication with VLCT regarding the Charter amendment offered by George M. at the last meeting, giving the Town the ability to use any power that has been or will be in the future granted to other towns in their respective charters. He reported that one of the attorneys who works on advocacy for VLCT indicated that some other towns are also considering adding similar provisions to their charters. Walter M. will continue to work with VLCT to finalize a contract and further explore George M.’s amemdment.
	b.	Town Attorney Steve Ankuda: Barbara C. and Walter M. will confirm Steve A.’s availability to assist in the project.

5. REVIEW OF CHARTER
a. Article One: The following additional changes were presented at the meeting.
i. Section XI. Procedures for charter revision and amendment. B.3. Barbara C. moved and Lori C. seconded to add back in - “The Selectboard shall determine if the proposed amendments are a comprehensive revision, and shall determine the format of the article.” Motion passed unanimous. This is necessary to provide consistency with E in the same section.
ii. Section XI.C. George M. moved and Richard A. seconded to add at the end - “If a proposed amendment or revision under this paragraph is voted down at the annual town meeting, it or a substantially similar amendment or revision may not be petitioned again for a period of three years.” Motion passed unanimous. This is needed to prevent petitioned amendments from repeatedly being resubmitted in an attempt to pass it with a small number of voters present.

The Committee concluded its review of Article I.

b. Article Two: The following changes were presented at the meeting.
i. Section I. F. Richard A. moved and John F. seconded to revise as follows - “Ordinances; Adoption, amendment, or repeal of ordinances proposed by petition per Article I.V.” Motion passed unanimous. This is needed to provide clarification that it only applies to ordinances submitted by petition.
ii. Section I.G. John B. moved and Lori C. seconded to delete the following - “When voting by Australian ballot, the town shall hold a public informational hearing consistent with state law.” Motion passed unanimous. This duplicates what is in statute.
iii. Section II. Richard A. moved and Barbara S. seconded to revise the title as follows – “Town meetings/ and elections.” Motion passed unanimous. To provide consistency with the following item 1.
iv. Section II.A.4.a. Richard A. moved and George M. seconded to delete the following – “not covered in section II.A.1[A] a. of this article.” Confusing and inaccurate reference is deleted.
v. Section II.A.7.e. Walter M. moved and Richard A. seconded to amend as follows – The town budget shall be subject to a revote only if voted in the negative. or if voted in the affirmative at an election having a turnout of less than fifteen (15) percent of the registered voters at the time of the town meeting.” Motion passed with 9 votes (John B. absent). The Committee did not want to allow a town budget that was approved to be subject to a revote.
vi. Section II.A.7.h. Barbara S. moved and Lori C. seconded to delete this item as follows – “A proposed amendment or revision of this charter that is substantially similar in substance may be voted only once in three (3) years, where the voter turnout was at least 25% of the registered voters.” Motion was withdrawn and George M. volunteered to provide a rewrite of this item for the next meeting.
vii. Section II.A.10. previously deleted a. Barbara C. moved and John F. seconded to reinstate this section as follows – “The Board of Civil Authority shall consist of the Justices of the Peace, residing within the town who shall be elected in accordance with state statute, the town clerk and the board of selectmen Selectboard.” Motion passed unanimous. Even though this duplicates state statute, it was felt that it would be good to have it spelled out in the charter for easy reference.
viii. Section II.A.10. previously deleted c. John F. moved and Lori C. seconded to reinstate this section as follows – “The town clerk shall be the clerk of the board of civil authority.” Motion passed unanimous. This clarifies the roll of the town clerk.

The Committee concluded its review of Article II for this meeting. The review of Article II will resume starting with Section III. Local Elected Officials

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None.

7. NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at Town Hall. For the next meeting, everyone was requested to finish review of Article Two, and review all of Article Three, and be prepared with any comments.

8. ADJOURNMENT:  Moved by George M. and seconded by John B. to adjourn the meeting at 8:02 p.m. Motion passed unanimous.


Respectfully submitted,
	Walter Martone
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