SPRINGFIELD AIRPORT COMMISSION

Minutes of the meeting of 

October 24, 2019

Hartness State Airport Terminal Building

5 p.m.

ATTENDEES:  Paul Bladyka, Kathleen Fellows, Bruce Johnson, Peter MacGillivray, Charles Schumacher, Mike Knoras, (phone), Brian Shepa, FBO; Bob Flint, SRDC; Kristi Morris, Selectboard Chair; Alasdair Crawford, NESA president:  

The meeting was called to order at 5:03 p.m. and there was much discussion regarding the conflict of the 100th anniversary and the glider contest scheduled for June 26 – 28 and the following weekend from July 2 – 5.  Most of the discussion was that the airport would always have one runway open and we should be able to make adjustments to the schedules of both groups.  One positive was that the contest grid would be a great part of the 100th but the downside was that it was difficult to know when to schedule the fly-in.
The minutes of Oct. 3, and Aug. 22, were approved on a motion and second by Mike and Kathleen.

The CAP will provide “wing walkers” for the glider contest and there would be four who were well qualified.  The CAP will also have an open house in the afternoon.

The objective of the 100th is to improve community awareness and outreach and let the community know what is going on at the airport and that they are always welcome to come and visit.

There are plans to invite the VT Air Guard to bring an aircraft or two and the Rutland EAA chapter could do Young Eagle flights and we could do airplane and glider rides.  The possibility of a band concert and other music was brought up as well as the 100th anniversary of the Springfield Community players.

Much time was spent on advertising and how to get the word out.  SAPA TV, Springfield Reporter, other local newspapers, WCAX TV, the Flyer, Valley News, AOPA magazine, airport history in the Reporter by Larry Kraft or Sabrina Smith, and the Chamber could put it on their Facebook page.
Lease rates and the last VAAC meeting was brought up and Bob gave his thoughts and Alasdair and Charles countered with some very convincing counterpoint.  Bob will work with them for the next meeting.

Next meeting will be Nov. 21 – one week early. Mike and Kathleen moved to adjourn at 6:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:  Peter MacGillivray, Chair
