TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 @ 7:00 PM
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Meeting Minutes

A.	CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING:  First Review/Reading to receive public input on proposed changes of the
	Springfield Town Plan, (Adopted June 16, 2014).  Chapters 3-Natural and Scenic Resources, 4-Recreation, 5-
	Housing, 6-Education, 9-Energy, and New Chapter-Flood Resilience.

B.	CALL REGULAR MEETING TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL:  Chair, Kristi Morris, called the meeting to 	order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call taken.

	Selectboard Members Present:  Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, George McNaughton, and 	Walter Martone.  Peter MacGillivray was absent.  

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and Administrative Officer, William “Bill” 	Kearns.

	School Board Liaison:  Steve Karaffa was also present.

C. 	REVIEW PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE TOWN PLAN:
	ITEM 1:  Act on the proposed changes to Chapters 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, & Flood Resilience of the Town Plan.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adopt Chapter 3 – Natural and Scenic Resources as
		presented to the Selectboard.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adopt Chapter 4 – Recreation, except on page 1, last
		sentence the words with the SWCRPC on a planning grant should be stricken from the
		sentence.		
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson

		Walter Martone inquired if the Selectboard should discuss the proposed process for approving and 			adopting Chapters of the Town Plan now or later.  Town Manager Yennerell said that it didn’t matter, the 			Selectboard could continue.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to adopt Chapter 5 – Housing as presented to the Selectboard.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adopt Chapter 6 – Education as presented to the Selectboard.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)
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MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adopt Chapter 9 – Energy with changes on
		 - page 3, 2nd sentence, last paragraph:  strike the word “shall” and replace it with “is to”.
		The energy committee shall is to be notified by the zoning administrator and asked for comment 
		on all zoning and planning actions involving any energy project.
		- page 3, last sentence strike the word “shall” and replace it with “is to”
		The town government shall is to notify the energy committee of any town energy project or
		proposal and the committee shall is to be allowed to comment and be involved in any
		energy audit including discussions prior to the report being made final.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone

	Vice-Chair Thompson questioned if this meant Chapter 9 - Energy would not go back to the Planning 	Commission to include Act 174 and a few different types of energy that are not included in Chapter 9 now.  	Chair Morris stated that would not happen if the Selectboard adopts the chapter now.   Vice-Chair Thompson 	stated that she would not be able to support the motion.

	George McNaughton felt if the Selectboard waited until the Legislative Act ran its’ course; there would be a 	trickledown effect.  Mr. McNaughton felt if the Town’s waited before adopting this chapter, the Town would 	have very little input at the legislative level.

	Chair Morris commented he was not in favor of cramming Chapter 9 -  Energy through for approval.

	Lori Claffee, resident, commented she was confused if Chapter 9 – Energy was going to be returned to the 	Planning Commission or the Energy Committee if it was not adopted tonight.  Chair Morris and Vice-Chair 	Thompson explained the chapter would be sent back to the Planning Commission and if the Planning Commission 	would like, they may refer the chapter back to the Energy Committee.

		Vote:  2 Yes, 2 No (Chair, Kristi Morris, and Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson)
		(Peter MacGillivray Absent)  MOTION FAILED

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to return Chapter 9, Energy, to the Energy Committee first before
		returning the chapter to the Planning Commission.  This would allow the Energy Committee
		to attempt to work out what we need to accomplish and take into consideration the Town 
		Manager’s recommendation.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton

	Chair Morris was not sure that allowing that motion on the floor was procedurally correct because we are 	precluding the Planning Commission.  The Selectboard did not adopt the chapter, therefore, it should go back to 	the Planning Commission by default.  Chair Morris stated the Planning Commission and the Energy Committee 	could work on the chapter at the same time.  Walter Martone stated that was not his intent to preclude the 	Planning Commission.  Mr. Martone’s intent was for the Energy Committee to work on the chapter because of the 	new material, return it to the Planning Commission for review and have the Planning Commission present the 	chapter 	to the Selectboard again.  Mr. Martone felt the Planning Commission would benefit from the Energy 	Committee working on the chapter first.  Chair Morris said he wasn’t disagreeing with him, but procedurally the 	motion was not correct.  Mr. McNaughton stated he didn’t see this motion as a procedural problem.  A discussion 	pursued between Chair Morris, Mr. Martone, and Mr. McNaughton regarding what was procedurally correct.

		AMENDED MOTION #1
MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to send Chapter 9 – Energy to the Planning Commission with the
		suggestion they seek input from the Energy Committee.
		NO SECOND – MOTION FAILED

	A discussion pursued again, this time between Chair Morris, Vice-Chair Thompson and Mr. Martone.  At the end 	of the discussion, Mr. McNaughton stated he was not going to withdraw his “Second” to the open motion on the 	floor.
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	Walter Clark, resident, stated the hang up is communication.  He suggested the Planning Commission should just 	invite the Energy Committee for input.  He also went on to suggest that A.O. Kearns or Town Manager Yennerell 	could inform the Energy Committee when there was an issue that would involve them.  

	A.O. Kearns did remind everyone that the Planning Commission does not answer to the Selectboard.  The 	Planning Commission is an independent commission.

		Vote:  2 Yes, 2 No (Chair, Kristi Morris, and Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson)
		(Peter MacGillivray Absent)  MOTION FAILED

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to send Chapter 9 - Energy back to the Planning
		Commission and request the Planning Commission seek input from the Energy Committee.
		Seconded by:  Chair, Kristi Morris
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

	The Town Plan will have a new chapter entitled, “Flood Resilience”.  A. O. Kearns, as mentioned at the Public 	Hearing earlier this evening, is seeking reassurance that the Selectboard is satisfied in the direction the chapter is 	being written.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to send back the new Flood Resilience chapter to the Planning
		Commission and request they strive to restrict the River Corridor with the ANR as much 
		as possible.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson

	Walter Martone inquired of A.O. Kearns if he was also looking for the assurance that the Selectboard liked the 	direction that the chapter was heading.  A.O. Kearns stated he would also like the second part of the motion.

	Mr. McNaughton and Vice-Chair Thompson both withdrew their motions.

		AMENDED MOTION #1
MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to send the new Flood Resilience chapter back to the Planning
		Commission and request they strive to make the River Corridor as narrow as possible and
		to exempt the developed portion of town from Bibens past Nortrax from the 	River Corridor
		maps if possible with the ANR.  
		NO SECOND – MOTION FAILED

		AMENDED MOTION #2
MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to send the new Flood Resilience chapter back to the Planning
		Commission and request they strive to make the River Corridor as narrow as possible and
		to exempt the developed portion of town from Woodbury Florist past Nortrax from the
		River Corridor maps if possible with the ANR.  In addition, the Selectboard is satisfied with
		the direction that the new Flood Resilience chapter is being written.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

	Town Manager Yennerell proposed a plan on how to proceed with the adopted chapters.  He is recommending 	that chapters be reviewed at this meeting and for future Town Plan chapters be handled in a more simplified 	process.  The process is as follows, future chapters will be sent to the Selectboard, (SB), after the Planning 	Commission, (PC), is thoroughly satisfied with the chapters and after each PC meeting.  This means that a small 	quantity of chapters or possibly one chapter at a time will be sent to the SB.  The SB will review and discuss the 	chapters and as before the SB will have the option to make changes or approve the chapters as presented.  But a 	second hearing will not be scheduled yet, that will come later and that part of the process is explained below. 

	When all the chapters are reviewed, edited and/or accepted by the SB and returned to the PC, then the PC will 	have a formal Public Hearing (with notice to all the abutting towns, the SWCRPC and VT AHCD) on the entire 	Plan, adopt it and recommend it to the SB and prepare the report of its effects on the Town.  The SB will then
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	have the required Public Hearings on the entire Plan (at least 2 of them), including the chapters of which Plan you 	have already considered and accepted.  This will streamline the process by not having two hearings for each 	chapter as we did with chapters 10 and 11 and as we had planned to do in general.

	A discussion broke out as to how the Selectboard Members, A.O. Kearns, and Town Manager Yennerell 	understood the process of adopting the chapters of the Town Plan.  At the end of this discussion, it was decided 	that Town Manager Yennerell would contact the Executive Director, Thomas Kennedy, SWCRPC or Town 	Attorney, Stephen Ankuda, and have one of them attend the October 10th Selectboard Meeting.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to proceed with the process outlined by the Town
		Manager.
		NO SECOND – MOTION 

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to table the discussion regarding the process of adopting chapters
		of the Town Plan.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously

E.	MINUTES:
	Selectboard Meeting Minutes, September 12, 2016

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to approve the Selectboard Meeting Minutes
		of September 12, 2016, with the corrections as noted.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.

	Walter Martone requested the following corrections:
	Page 2, first motion, first sentence.  Sentence should read as:  Walter Martone moved to approve spending
	up to $14,000.00 from Capital Funding as the 5% match for a $280,000 grant should the Town of Springfield’s
	Fire Department be awarded.

	Page 3, first motion, the vote. The word Year should be Yes

		Vote:  3 Yes, 1 Abstain (George McNaughton was absent on 9/12/2016) (Peter MacGillivray Absent)
	
F.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, indicated the 	Selectboard adopted the combined sewer (CSO) overflow project in January 2016 and now the Town has 	actually received the documents to execute the loan.  There were no objections from the Selectboard Members to 	add an additional item for NEW BUSINESS to the agenda.

G.	CONVENE LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION -   CONSENT AGENDA:
	ITEM 2:  Second Class Liquor License:  Vermont Beer Shapers, LTD d/b/a Trout River Brewing Company
	ITEM 3:  Special Event Permit:  Apple Festival	- Vermont Beer Shapers, LTD d/b/a Trout River Brewing Co.
	ITEM 4:  Open Container Permit:  Apple Festival - Vermont Beer Shapers, LTD d/b/a Trout River Brewing Co.
	
	Local Liquor Control opened at 8:00 PM.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve a Second Class Liquor License for Vermont Beer
		Shapers Ltd. d/b/a Trout River Brewing Company so the company may have a separate tasting 
		room and retail space within their current manufacturing space at One Hundred River Street,
		
		approval was given to Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, to sign the Special Event Permit for
		Vermont Beer Shapers	 Ltd. d/b/a Trout River Brewing Company.  This permit is for the Apple
		Festival at Riverside Middle School.  

		and approval for an Open Container Permit for Vermont Beer Shapers, Ltd. d/b/a Trout
		River Brewing Company.  This permit is for the Apple Festival at Riverside Middle School.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone.
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	Kelen Beardsley, President, of Vermont Beer Shapers was present.  He explained by having a Second Class 	Liquor License, they will be able to have a small retail space at their brewery, have face to face conversations 	with their customers, and sell their beverage out of State.  The goal is to have the retail area, tasting room, and 	out-of-state sales up and running by the end of October 2016.

		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

	Chair Morris also noted the Apple Festival Event Liquor License Conditions.
	
		1.	Vermont Beer Shapers Ltd., d/b/a Trout River Brewing Company must be located
			inside the left field fence of the Bill Robinson field.  The confined area must be no
			more than 2500 square feet.
		2.	Vt. Department Liquor Control special event permit must be obtained and all
			regulations must be followed.
		3.	License Holder or event organizer must obtain permission from the school to have
			liquor sales at the event.
		4.	Following the event the area must be generally cleaned and all trash and any other
			items needed, such as fencing, must be removed.  Nothing shall go into tow trash
			receptacles.
		5.	Gate(s) must have an attendant checking ID’s.

	Local Liquor Control closed at 8:10 PM.

H.	CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
	ITEM 5:  Toonerville Trail Permit – Springfield Humane Society
	ITEM 6:  Credit Card Limit change

MOTION:	Walter Martone moved to approve a Toonerville Trail Permit on behalf of the Springfield 
		Humane Society to hold a “Howl-O-Ween” Dog Walk on the Toonerville Trail on 
		Saturday, October 29, 2016, (rain date:  Sunday, October 30, 2016) from 2:00 to 4:00 PM.

		also approved were town credit cards issued to Tom Yennerell, Amy Howlett, and Andy
		Bladyka for $5,000.00 each, totaling $15,000.00.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM 7:  Combined sewer (CSO) Overflow – Loan Agreement:   Town Manager Yennerell explained this 	loan of $177,100.00 at 0% interest is only for the engineering and design work.  

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to adopt the Resolution as set forth in the Municipal Bond and 				Resolution and Certificate as presented to the Selectboard in it’s entirely.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved that Kristi Morris, Selectboard Chair, be authorized to sign and 			Town Clerk & Town Treasurer be authorized to attest the Loan Agreement and the majority
		of the Selectboard be authorized to sign the Bond in the amount of $177,100.00 in the forms
		as presented and the Town Treasurer to execute the Certificate of Registration, and the 
		Selectboard Chairman be authorized to sign the Vermont State Revolving Loan Distribution
		Authorization and that the Town Manager be authorized to sign the Request for Taxpayer
		Identification Number and Certification.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)
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I.	TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT:  Chair Morris read out loud the Town Manager’s Report for September 26, 	2016.  The Town Manager’s Report may be viewed on the Town’s Website or a copy picked up at the Town
	Manager’s office.

J.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:  George McNaughton reminded the Town Manager and Selectboard 	Members that when working on the Town’s Strategic Plan, it was agreed upon that he could contact UVM or 	Lyndon 	State to find graduate students to perform a permaculture streambank study/project along the river bank.  Two graduate 	students have stepped up to the plate.   Mr. McNaughton believes the two students would like to present to the 	Selectboard this coming November.  

	He also requested an update on the 501(c) project for Project Action.  The 501(c) was supposed to be in place by 	July 2016.

K.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.   Airport Commission, Minutes August 25, 2016
	2.   Energy Committee Minutes, August 18, 2016 – Approved
	4.   Energy Committee, Agenda and Minutes, September 15, 2016
	5.   Fire Department, Monthly Update, August 2016
	6.   Housing Authority, Minutes, September 13, 2016

	Chair Morris read out loud the list of OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies of this 	correspondence may be viewed on the Town’s Website or copies picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

L.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:  The were not any comments.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing a Land
		Lease.
		Seconded by:  Walter Martone
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

	Regular Selectboard Meeting concluded at 8:24 PM.

M.	EXECUTIVE SESSION ---- Land Lease Negotiations

	The Selectboard Members came out of Executive Session at 8:56 PM.  There was no further action taken.

N.	ADJOURNMENT:

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Stephanie Thompson, moved to adjourn.
		Seconded by:  Chair, Kristi Morris
		Vote:  4 Yes, passed unanimously (Peter MacGillivray Absent)

	Chair Morris closed the Selectboard Meeting at 8:57 PM.

Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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