TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD
SELECTMEN’S HALL – 96 MAIN STREET – THIRD FLOOR
REGULAR SELECTBOARD MEETING
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2019

(Immediately following the two Public Hearings)

MINUTES

C.	CALL MEETING TO ORDER, ROLL CALL AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
	Selectboard Chair, Kristi Morris, called the Selectboard Meeting to order at 6:41 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance 	was recited and Roll Call taken.
	
	Selectboard Members Present: Chair, Kristi Morris, Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, Peter MacGillivray, 	Michael Martin and George McNaughton.

	Town Administration Present:  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne and Planning & 	Zoning Administrator, (P&Z) Renee Vondle.
	
	School Board Liaison:  None.

D.	MINUTES:
	1.  Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of September 9, 2019
		
MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to approve the Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes of September
		9, 2019 with the following change(s) and/or correction(s).
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.

	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone:  Requested the following change(s) and/or correction(s).
	Pg. 3, 2nd Paragraph under Item #6, third sentence should read as follows:  The Planning Commission has proposed 	to focus efforts on revisiting site plans and conditional use procedures, streamlining the subdivision review process 	and clarifying the flood hazard revise procedures and application materials.

	Pg. 4, Item #7, first sentence should read as follows:  Town Manager Yennerell noted the Springfield School District 	is interested in repaving the Riverside School Parking Lot parking.

	Michael Martin:  Requested the following change(s) and/or corrections(s).
	Pg. 3 last motion should read as follows:
	Michael Martin moved to approve the FY 2020 Municipal Planning Grant not to exceed $14,400 with a
	 $1,440 	(10%) Match from the Town and the signing of the corresponding resolution.
		
	Pg. 4, first motion should read as follows:
	Michael Martin moved approval to obtain cost estimates for repaving the Riverside School Parking Lot
	and if possible, requesting requested the repaving to be done in two phases as of December 1, 2019. 
	Professionally suggested by the contractor.  The cost estimates should be received by December 1, 2019.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

E.	ANY REQUESTED ADDITIONS TO THIS AGENDA:
	Town Manager Yennerell and the Selectboard Members compiled a list of the following items.
	*  Amendment to the Zoning Bylaws, 2nd Review (Item #8)
	*  Amendment to the Energy Chapter of Town Plan [Chapter 9] 1st Review (Item #9)
	*  Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Plan (Woolson Block) (Item #10)
	*  VMCTA Announcement (Item #11)
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	Chair Morris noted there were no objections to the additions.  Town Manager Yennerell also noted there were 	people in the audience waiting to hear about the newly added items, especially Items #8 and #9.  Therefore, the 	agenda was going to be slightly out of order.

	ITEM #8:  Amendment to the Zoning Bylaws, 2nd Review.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to approve the Springfield Zoning Bylaw amendments of Ordinance
		0-2019-2 as presented by the Planning Commission as of July 22, 2019.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone.

	George McNaughton commented that he would support the proposed amendments to the Zoning Bylaws because 	there are other provisions within the bylaws needed and he knows Phase 2 of the amendments to the Zoning Bylaws 	will start soon.

	Michael Martin stated the Selectboard recognizes that the amended zoning bylaws are imperfect, however, the 	zoning bylaws are constantly being amended.  This current set of amendments has been in process for two (2) years.  	The Selectboard should pass the zoning bylaws in order for the codification of the Town Ordinances and Codes.  	Mr. Martin briefly explained the codification process was taking the ordinances and codes and digitizing them for 	the internet making it accessible to the public for searching.

	Planning & Zoning Administrator, Renee Vondle, commented that the Vermont League of Cities & Towns at their 	Annual Town Fair on October 3, 2019 will be hosting an update session about the Medical and Recreation Use of 	Marijuana.  The Planning Commission will keep the Selectboard informed from the State level.

	Chair Morris commented the information could be used for Phase 2 of the amendments to the Zoning Bylaws 	regarding the definition Mr. McNaughton is concerned about.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

	ITEM #9:  Amendment to the Energy Chapter of Town Plan [Chapter 9] 1st Review.

	There was a discussion between P&Z Administrator Vondle and the Selectboard Members regarding the proposed 	amendments to the Enhanced Energy Chapter.  P&Z Administrator Vondle explained the Planning Commission did 	not write much of the amendments to the Energy Chapter.  The  Energy Committee developed the amendments that 	were subsequently reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission.  It was decided Mr. McNaughton would 	provide copies of his questions to both the Planning Commission and the Energy 	Committee for comments.

MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to receive Chapter 9 as presented and schedule the next Public Hearing
		of Amendment to the Energy Chapter of the Town Plan [Chapter 9] 2nd Review on November
		11, 2019 at 6:30 PM.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously

F.	LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION:
	
	LOCAL LIQUOR CONTROL OPENED AT 7:03 PM.

	ITEM #1:  Open Container Permit – Springfield Regional Chamber of Commerce – Vermont Apple Festival.
			October 12, 2019 for Trout River Beer and Vermont Vines on the River.

	Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, is seeking a motion of approval for an Open Container Permit and for the Town 	Manager and the Selectboard Members to sign the permit.  The Vermont Beer Shapers, Ltd. d/b/a Trout River 	Brewing Company and Vermont Vines on the River LLC. d/b/a Vermont Vines on the River, LLC will be 	participating in the Vermont Apple Festival scheduled for Saturday, October 12, 2019.
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	ITEM #2:  Special Event Permit:  Vermont Apple Festival – 
		      Vermont Beer Shapers, LTD d/b/a Trout River Brewing Company.



	ITEM #3:  Special Event Permit:  Vermont Apple Festival – 
		      Vermont Vines on the River LLC.  d/b/a Vermont Vines on the River LLC

	Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne, is seeking a motion to authorize her to sign the Special Event Permits from 	Vermont Beer Shapers, Ltd. d/b/a Trout River Brewing Company and Vermont Vines on the River LLC d/b/a 	Vermont Vines on the River LLC who will be participating in the Vermont Apple Festival scheduled for October 	12, 2019.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved for approval of an Open Container Permit for the Springfield Regional 		Chamber of Commerce and for the Selectboard Members to sign the permit.  In addition, the Town 		Clerk is authorized to sign the Special Event Permits for Vermont Beer Shapers, Ltd. d/b/a Trout 			River Brewing Company and Vermont Vines on the River LLC d/b/a Vermont Vines on the River 			LLC who will be participating in the Vermont Apple Festival scheduled for October 12, 2019.
		Seconded by:  Vice-Chair, Walter Martone.
		Vote:  5 Yes passed unanimously.

	LOCAL LIQUOR CONTROL CLOSED AT 7:06 PM.

G.	NEW BUSINESS:
	ITEM #4:   Social Service Appropriation Policy.
	Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, turned the floor over to Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne.  Town Clerk Courchesne 	had prepared the 2020 Annual Town Meeting Social Service Appropriation Policy.  She noted this was the “Annual 	Consideration” of the Social Service Appropriation Policy and there were no changes from the one approved last 	year.  Town Clerk Courchesne explained this is the policy that covers transportation, medical, rehabilitation and 	social services.  The Town Clerk is requesting approval and signatures from the Selectboard.

MOTION: 	Michael Martin moved to approve the Social Service Appropriation Policy for the 2020 Town 
		Meeting as presented by the Town Clerk and to sign the policy.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray
		Vote:  4 Yes and 1 No (George McNaughton)
	       
	ITEM #5:   Special Appropriation Policy.
	Town Clerk Courchesne had also prepared the 2020 Annual Town Meeting Special Appropriation Policy. She 	noted this was the “Annual Consideration” of the Special Appropriation Policy and there were no changes from the 	one approved last year.  Town Clerk Courchesne explained this is the policy that covers the Community Band and 	the Springfield Art & Historical Society.  The Town Clerk is requesting approval and signatures from the 	Selectboard.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved to approve the Special Appropriation Policy for the 2020 Town
		Meeting as presented by the Town Clerk and to sign the policy. 
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.

	Walter Martone recused himself from the discussion and voting, due to the fact he is a member of the Arts & 		Historical Society Board of Directors.	
	
		Vote:  4 Yes & 1 Recused (Vice-Chair, Walter Martone).

	Town Clerk Courchesne noted that if an organization for Social Services or Special Appropriations is requesting 	more funds than the previous year, the organization would have to gather petition signatures and if the 	organization was requesting the same amount of funds as the previous year, no signatures would be needed.
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	ITEM #6:   Appoint Charter Revision Committee Members
	Chair Morris reminded everyone that the Charter Revision Committee formed three (3) years ago in the attempt to 	update and amend the Town Charter.  The requested updates and amendments were approved by the Town’s Voters, 	however, not enough Voters participated in the election to pass the Town Charter Revisions.

	Three (3) years have gone by and the Town is allowed to submit updates and amendments to the Town Charter 	again.  Per the Town Charter guidelines, the Selectboard needs to appoint seven (7) at large committee members, 	two (2) members of Town Administration and two (2) members of the Selectboard. 

  MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to appoint the seven (7) at large committee members, who
		are Richard Andrews, Sharon Ayer, John Bond, John Follett, Barbara Schultz, Jeff Mobus
		and Lori Claffee, two (2) Town Administrators, who are Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and
		Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne and two (2) Selectboard members, who are Vice-Chair, 
		Walter Martone and George McNaughton.
		Seconded by:  Chair, Kristi Morris.

	George McNaughton noted Mr. Martin forgot to mention the first meeting of the Charter Revision Committee.

#1 AMENDED
MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to appoint the seven (7) at large committee members, who
		are Richard Andrews, Sharon Ayer, John Bond, John Follett, Barbara Schultz, Jeff Mobus
		and Lori Claffee, two (2) Town Administrators, who are Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and
		Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne and two (2) Selectboard members, who are Vice-Chair, 
		Walter Martone and George McNaughton.  Also noted the first meeting of the Charter
		Revision Committee will be Monday, October 21, 2019 at 5:30 PM.

	Chair Morris stated he was not going to “move” the amended motion because the Charter Revision Commission 	should set their own date and time.  George McNaughton pointed out that would be hard for them to do, when they 	have just been appointed and not had a meeting.  Michael Martin amended the motion again.

#2 AMENDED
MOTION:	Michael Martin moved to appoint the seven (7) at large committee members, who
		are Richard Andrews, Sharon Ayer, John Bond, John Follett, Barbara Schultz, Jeff Mobus
		and Lori Claffee, two (2) Town Administrators, who are Town Manager, Tom Yennerell and
		Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne and two (2) Selectboard members, who are Vice-Chair, 
		Walter Martone and George McNaughton.  Also noted the Town Clerk would work with the
		Charter Revision Committee to set the first meeting date and time.
		Seconded by:  Chair, Kristi Morris.

		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	ITEM #7:   Energy Committee Project
	Peter MacGillivray shared he was asked by the Chair of the Energy Committee, Char Osterlund to explain the 	Energy Committee’s “People’s Eco Challenge” Project.  The Eco Challenge is a computer-based platform that is 	meant to be fun and easy to use.  Best of all this is a FREE PROJECT.  Mr. MacGillivray noted he went on-line to 	check out the challenge.  There are 10 areas (Waste, Food, Health, Transportation, Energy, Community, Nature, 	Water, Simplicity and Create Your Own) of the challenge.  The goal is to promote a healthier planet.  If you decide 	to participate, please join the Springfield VT Team.  The People’s Eco Challenge runs from October 2 – 23, 2019.  	When the event is over, data from the event will be compiled to be shared. 

	ITEM #10:  Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Plan (Woolson Block).
	Town Manager Yennerell noted the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Plan expires every three 	(3) years and needs to be updated.  This form is part of the Woolson Block Project and the CDBG funding.  However, 	the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Plan will not be executed because the Woolson Block did not 	have tenants.
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MOTION:	Michael Martin moved that the Town of Springfield adopt the Residential Anti-displacement
		and Relocation Plan as presented by the Agency of Commerce and Community Development, 
		as required by the provisions of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.

	George McNaughton recused himself from voting.

		Vote:  4 Yes & 1 Recused (George McNaughton).

	ITEM #11:  VMCTA Announcement.
	Chair Morris shared the Selectboard and Town Manager had received a letter from Georgette Wolf-Ludwig, 	President of the Vermont Municipal Clerks’ and Treasurers’ Association (VMCTA) announcing that Springfield’s 	Town Clerk, Barbara Courchesne was presented with an award at the VMCTA Annual Awards Banquet on 	September 12, 2019.  Ms. Courchesne completed the requirements to obtain a Certified Vermont Clerk Award.

MOTION:	George McNaughton moved that the Selectboard join the VMCTA and congratulate, Town Clerk,
		Barbara Courchesne for completing the requirements to obtain a Certified Vermont Clerk Award.
		Seconded by:  Michael Martin.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	Town Manager Yennerell added, Ms. Courchesne now qualifies for additional awards and the Town should consider 	that for next year.

G.	FUTURE AGENDA ITEM PROPOSALS:
	George McNaughton would like to discuss the School Board Liaison coverage.  He would like this to be on the 	agenda.  The other Selectboard Members did not have any requests.

H.	OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE:
	1.  Airport Commission, Minutes – August 22, 2019
	2.  Cemetery Commissioners, Minutes – September 4, 2019
	3.  Greenways, Trailways, Byways and Rural Economy Advisory Committee, Minutes August 27, 2019
	4.  Library Board of Trustees, Minutes – September 10, 2019
	5.  Police Department, Monthly Report – August 2019
	6.  Public Works Department, Monthly Reports
		a.  Water/Wastewater Treatment Plant – August 2019
		b.  Water System Division – August 2019

	Chair Morris read out loud the OTHER MINUTES & CORRESPONDENCE.  Copies of this information may 	be found on the Town’s website or picked up at the Town Manager’s Office.

I.	CITIZEN’S COMMENTS:
	Weston Marshall, resident had a few comments.
	1.	Patrick Ankuda has been serving as the Master of Ceremony (MC) for the Springfield Community Band 			over this past summer.  Mr. Marshall thought Pat did a very good job as the MC and wanted to publicly 			thank him for his efforts.
	2.	Mr. Marshall shared he recently turned his thermostatic down and it really made a difference in costs.
	3.	Mr. Marshall also shared that now the Bakery Building has been demolished, he has heard a lot of comments 		about the ugly site across the river.

	Chair Morris thanked Mr. Marshall for his comments.  Chair Morris also commented that it takes many steps to get 	the job completed and the Town will continue to take the appropriate steps.  The Town is not able to comment about 	the Parks and Wilson building at this time.  The Town has to look at the positives and the negatives to address 	the problems.
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J.	EXECUTIVE SESSION:   Real Estate Matter.

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, moved for the Selectboard to enter into Executive Session for the
		purpose of discussing a Real Estate Matter where preliminary knowledge could place the
		public body or the persons involved at a substantial disadvantage.
		Seconded by:  George McNaughton.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.

	The Regular Selectboard Meeting ended at 7:52 PM.

L.	ADJOURN:

MOTION:	Vice-Chair, Walter Martone, moved to adjourn at 9:00 PM.
		Seconded by:  Peter MacGillivray.
		Vote:  5 Yes, passed unanimously.


Submitted by:



Donna M. Hall,
Recording Secretary
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